From: Gaffney-Dilley, Debra DPI [mailto:Debra.Gaffney-Dilley@dpi.wi.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, July 18, 2013 11:34 AM
To: DACs
Subject: Alternate Accountability Process for 2012-13 and 2013-14

Dear Colleague:

Per federal requirements under Wisconsin’s approved accountability waiver for Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), Department of Public Instruction (DPI) has developed an alternative accountability process for schools that do not have data necessary to calculate standard report card scores. This includes schools with fewer than 20 full academic year (FAY) students; new schools; K-2 schools without a direct feeder pattern; schools without tested grades; and schools serving at-risk students.  

2012-13 Alternate Accountability

The process will remain the same as what was used for 2011-12 report cards. The school types listed above will receive a ‘Not Rated’ for their Overall Accountability Rating on their report card.  

2013-14 Alternate Accountability

Alternate-accountability schools will begin using a district-supervised self-evaluation process.  Schools will complete a form describing how they are gauging student progress using indicators of their choice. This will be similar to the SWNT (schools with no test) forms used under No Child Left Behind (NCLB).  The new form will be available for alternate-accountability schools in August, along with more information about the alternate accountability process for 2013-14. Schools may use the form to aid planning for the 2013-14 school year.  Completed forms must be submitted to DPI at the end of the 2013-14 school year.

On the form, the school will indicate if its performance is improving, maintaining, or declining based on the measures chosen. This will result in a rating of either Alternate Rating - Satisfactory Progress or Alternate Rating - Needs Improvement (if the school’s progress is declining).  

Please contact Laura Pinsonneault, Director of the Office of Educational Accountability with any questions. We look forward to working with you on this new Alternate Accountability structure over the coming year.  

Debbie Gaffney Dilley

Office of Educational Accountability &

Office of Student Assessment

Department of Public Instruction

608-267-1072

