From: Gaffney-Dilley, Debra DPI [mailto:Debra.Gaffney-Dilley@dpi.wi.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 03, 2013 10:47 AM
To: DACs

Subject: Phonological Awareness Literacy Screening (PALS) - Update

Dear District Assessment Coordinator:

2013 Act 20, which was just signed this past weekend by the Governor, provides for the expansion of a literacy screener for all students in 4K through grade 1 for the 2013-14 school year and for 4K through grade 2 for the 2014-15 school year. The Department has selected the Phonological Awareness Literacy Screening (PALS) as the required literacy screener for these grades and is in the process of establishing a contract which will allow for a statewide purchase of the screening materials.

The PALS Marketplace Team has begun shipping PALS-K (Form A) to districts. Please look for this shipment to arrive in the near future and follow the directions in the box for distribution. Please store the past school year’s materials, Form B, for use again in the 2014-15 school year. We anticipate that PALS 4K and 1st grade materials will be shipped to districts sometime in August and a notice will be sent to districts just prior to distribution.

Training for all three grades will be similar to the training that was provided for kindergarten last year. 4K and 1st grade teachers (and new 5K teachers) will be required to complete an online tutorial on PALS administration and scoring and an online tutorial will also be provided on how to use the PALS online score entry and reporting system. 

The fall administration window for 4K and 5K will be October 14 through November 8. The fall administration window for 1st grade will be September 16 through October 11.

We will be updating our website in the next few weeks as details regarding shipping, training, and administration are finalized. Please visit http://www.palswisconsin.info/ on a regular basis to stay up to date on the latest PALS news.

If you have any questions with this information feel free to contact Duane Dorn at duane.dorn@dpi.wi.gov or at (608) 267-1069.
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