From: Gaffney-Dilley, Debra DPI [mailto:Debra.Gaffney-Dilley@dpi.wi.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, August 29, 2013 8:05 AM
To: DACs
Subject: Phonological Awareness Literacy Screening (PALS)

District Assessment Coordinators:

Districts should be preparing for the upcoming administration of the Phonological Awareness Literacy Screening (PALS) for all 4-year-old kindergarten through first grade students in the fall and spring of the 2013-14 school year. PALS was first required for 5K students during the 2012-13 school year and the recently enacted state budget added the requirement for 4K and first grade students for this coming school year. In addition, for the 2014-15 school year, the PALS requirement will expand to second grade.

Assessment Window

The fall screening window for first grade students is scheduled for September 16 – October 11, 2013 with a score entry deadline of October 25, 2013. The fall screening window for 4K and 5K students is scheduled for October 14 – November 8, 2013 with a score entry deadline of November 20, 2013.

Training

Training materials for teachers can be found at http://pd.casenex.com/. Teachers are required to complete the Administration and Scoring course and should be encouraged to complete the Online Score Entry and Reporting course. Kindergarten teachers who have already completed the courses last year are not required to complete them again although a review of materials is suggested.

Community Based 4K Sites

Districts that utilize community based 4K sites and wanting the school name to appear in the training site should send an email notification to PALS at support@palshelp.com with a list of the school names and the principals for these schools.

Student Data

4K and kindergarten student data will again be uploaded to the Online Score Entry and Reporting System by DPI and PALS. First grade teachers have immediate access to student information in the system while 4K and 5K teachers will gain access to student information right before the fall assessment window opens.

Technology Related Issues

The information below should be forwarded to your district’s technology coordinator to ensure that PALS related communications are received in your district. 

· White-list the following:

casenex.com

palshelp.com

palsmarketplace.com

virginia.edu

· Statewide email communications providing necessary PALS-related instructions are sent via constant contact, please allow them to come through. 

· Any Districts that have changed email domains need to inform PALS Marketplace of the change. Please send an email to support@palshelp.com to ensure that teachers will be able to access the PALS Online Score Entry and Reporting System.  

Students with Visual and Hearing Impairments

If you have a student or students with visual or hearing impairments and need a modified version of the PALS assessment, contact Duane Dorn at duane.dorn@dpi.wi.gov to obtain materials. Please remember to indicate the modified version you will need (Braille or hearing impaired) as well as the grade level.

PALS District Representative

DPI will be sending out all PALS related correspondence directly to DACs but PALS will allow districts to add a different PALS District Representative to manage the online accounts. If your district wishes to have a different PALS District Representative to manage the online accounts, please contact PALS at support@palshelp.com with the name and email address of the desired representative. This request should come directly from the DAC as that individual is the current designated PALS District Representative.

PALS Resources and Contacts

The PALS Wisconsin Resource Center is a helpful guide for your PALS related questions and can be accessed at http://www.palswisconsin.info/. For additional questions please contact Duane Dorn at DPI at duane.dorn@dpi.wi.gov or (608) 267-1069. 
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