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Enhanced ACT Assessment 
Spring 2026 

What is The ACT?  
The ACT with writing assesses what Wisconsin 11th grade students know in English, 
mathematics, reading, science and writing. The assessment consists of four multiple choice 

subject tests and one writing sample. The ACT is on a scale of 1-36, with each student 
receiving individual subject scores, a composite score, an ELA score and a STEM score.   

New ACT Enhancements 
In 2024, ACT announced they would be making enhancements to the ACT assessment. The 
enhancements were designed to provide a more supportive and streamlined testing 

experience that is more accessible and actionable for students. The updated format offers 
students greater flexibility, while preserving the validity and reliability of the assessment. The 
first statewide implementation of the new enhanced ACT will be administered in spring 2026. 

What has changed?  
• Fewer test questions 

• More time per question  

• Reduced number of answer choices for math 

• Shorter reading passages  

• Added engineering questions to the science test 

• Composite score calculation  

• Embedded field test items 

What is staying the same?  
• Skills and knowledge assessed  

• 1-36 scale and scores received (Composite, ELA, STEM and subject tests) 

• ACT College and Career Benchmarks  

• Wisconsin performance levels and cut scores 

• Used for college admission, scholarships, course placement, and NCAA eligibility  

• Testing modalities (paper and online testing) 

• Science and writing will remain required subject tests for Wisconsin state  
• testing  

Frequently Asked Questions 
Q. Will DPI still require students to test science and writing on the ACT? 
A. Yes, science and writing will remain required subject tests for the Wisconsin statewide 

ACT testing. 
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Q. How is the ACT composite score now calculated?  
A. The ACT Composite score is now calculated by the rounded average of English, 

mathematics and reading.  

Q. Are the current legacy ACT scores and new Enhanced ACT scores comparable?  
A. Yes. Through a rigorous process of design, evaluation, data collection, and validation, ACT 

has determined that scores from the current legacy ACT and that of the new Enhanced 

ACT are comparable. More information on the score comparability and the research 
studies conducted by ACT can be found on their website.  

Q. How many questions are there on the new Enhanced ACT with writing and how much 
time does it take to complete?  

A. The new Wisconsin Enhanced ACT with writing will test all five subjects (English, math, 
reading, science and writing) totaling 172 questions and a total test length of 205 minutes 
(excluding breaks).  

Q. Does the new Enhanced ACT have an updated blueprint?  
A. Yes. The Comparison of the Legacy and Enhanced ACT guide provides a high level overview 

of changes, while the Design Framework for the ACT Enhancements guide provides a 
comprehensive blueprint.  

Q: Are there any changes to accommodations or supports?   
A: No. All current accommodations and supports will still be available on the new blueprint. 

See the ACT Accessibility Supports Guide for a detailed list of available accommodations 
and English learner supports.   

Q. Where can I find a breakdown of timing and items per subject tested?   
A. The ACT Testing Times document shows the new Enhanced ACT testing times by subject 

and number of questions.  

Q. Is there a new practice test that reflects the new enhancements?  
A. A new Enhanced ACT paper practice test is available in the Preparing for the ACT Test 

guide. An online Enhanced ACT practice test will be available in winter 2025. The current 
legacy online practice test is still available on the DPI ACT Practice Test and Sample Items 
webpage.  

Q. Will there be any training on the new Enhanced ACT?  
A. Yes, please attend the ACT Office Hour on October 22, 1 pm (CDT) to learn more about the 

new ACT and PreACT Secure enhancements. Use this registration link to register for all 
2026 training opportunities.  

https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/test-changes/enhancements/k12.html#evidence
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/ACT-Reporting-Category-Tables-Comparison.pdf
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/research/pdfs/R2519-Design-Framework-for-the-ACT-Enhancements-2025-03.html
https://content.act.org/wisconsin/r/Accessibility_Supports_Guide_for_the_ACT_-_State_and_District_Testing
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/assessment/pdf/Enhanced_ACT_Standard_Subject_Test_Times_Aug._2025.pdf
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.act.org%2Fcontent%2Fdam%2Fact%2Funsecured%2Fdocuments%2FPreparing-for-the-ACT-e.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CNicole.Braconier%40dpi.wi.gov%7C6aeedc5b095e446dd5ac08dde408af3e%7C1654d14032604903b5b718450051ce16%7C1%7C0%7C638917448159210074%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=K8Zlog8W2ked42zWDry%2F2lICMktPqyg6BoxltP5jUeE%3D&reserved=0
https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/act/practice-test
https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/act/practice-test
https://event.on24.com/wcc/r/5034583/16D271CAB06A2330511B75D22CBE3033/5754124
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