[bookmark: _GoBack]From: Duane.Dorn@dpi.wi.gov 
Sent: Friday, March 13, 2020 11:24 AM
To: ACTlist
Subject: [actdac] WI Statewide ACT Assessments Update - March 13

Dear educators, 
Today is the final day of the initial ACT accommodations testing window and next Tuesday, March 17 will be the makeup testing day for the ACT with writing, standard time as well as the beginning of the makeup window for students testing with accommodations. We recognize that with the COVID-19 issues impacting schools that it may be difficult for some districts to follow previous administration plans. Please note that DPI staff will be available to you if you have any questions regarding administration of the exam.
Thank you to everyone for all your work in administering the ACT. Please see below for timely updates on the ACT as well as updates for Aspire testing. 
ACT High School Assessments 
ACT with writing
New:
Accommodated Testing Window Closes This Week
1. The initial accommodations window for ACT closes on March 13.
1. Package the materials according to the instructions in the Test Coordinator Information Manual.
1. FedEx has been scheduled to pick up accommodated materials on March 16.
1. Materials are due back to ACT by March 20. Late-arriving answer documents will not be scored.
1. If FedEx does not show up on March 16, call ACT to reschedule your FedEx pick up at  1-800-553-6244 x2800.
1. The makeup and emergency accommodations testing windows of March 17-27 and March 31-April 10 (weekdays only) are available to students who were not able to complete testing during the initial window. Orders should have already been placed for the makeup accommodations window. The ordering window for the emergency accommodations test window is March 17-20. 

Makeup Testing – Standard Time
1. The makeup test date is scheduled for March 17.
1. FedEx is scheduled to pick up standard time materials on March 18.
1. If FedEx does not show up on March 18, call ACT to reschedule your FedEx pick up at 1-800-553-6244 x2800.
 
Makeup Testing – Accommodations Window
1. The makeup accommodations testing window is March 17-27. 

Students Who Take DLM or Do Not Test 
1. If students take the DLM or do not take the ACT for any other reason, please indicate the reason under State Use Question #1 on the student details screen in PearsonAccessNext. 
1. The deadline for entering these codes is April 17.
1. Instructions can be found in the WI Administration Supplement.

Reminder:
What Do I Do For New Grade 11 Students Who Just Enrolled In My School?
1. Follow the Enroll process found on p. 15 of the PearsonAccessNext User Guide.
1. You must add new students to PAnext so they have an ACT student number. You’ll need to use the ACT student number on the student answer document.
1. Since new students will have been added to PAnext after January 17, you will not receive barcodes for them and will need to either use overage materials or place an additional order for more materials.
1. When a student doesn’t have a barcode, the school must follow the instructions in the test administration manual on how to prepare an answer document without a barcode.

ACT Aspire Early High School
New:
PearsonAccessNext - Summative Testing View
Districts that have used PAnext for periodic/benchmark testing have access to a “district-contract” view of the portal. These districts should make sure that when planning for administration for spring testing for 9th and 10th grade students that the banner across the top of the portal display:

[image: https://lh6.googleusercontent.com/Q9-RuCwI2ClpqbHNl8KH78mE6MJ2P7gYgXByWB8J_j8EpeeMRnK521mPIqXsfLSzdkkbwO2_bIy9iNElS65KVt54roLoox-lGSd6bBxQO-XHWtWOm8EB2GXo_gLYUEZ2vt35AZfT]

If the portal is displaying a view that does not start with “Wisconsin Aspire” this means that you are in the “district-contract” view and will need to use the dropdown menu to switch to the statewide view. 

Test Administration Manuals
All test administration manuals for Aspire are found online and can be downloaded and printed. To download the resource in full, follow the links below and then click on the download icon in the grey bar, top right corner.
1. Test Coordinator Manual
1. Accessibility User’s Guide
1. Room Supervisor Manual - Online
1. Room Supervisor Manual - Paper
1. Administration Supplement - Wisconsin Spring 2020

Reminders:
Training Webinar Recordings Available 
The Wisconsin Aspire Technical Readiness and Test Administration Part 1 and 2 Q&A Webinar recordings are now available on the DPI ACT Aspire Trainings webpage. 

Training Opportunities for ACT Aspire Administration
The spring 2020 Aspire assessments for grades 9 and 10 will use a new test administration portal called PearsonAccessNext (PAnext). In order to familiarize district and school assessment coordinators with PAnext for Aspire, ACT, Inc. is hosting several optional training opportunities, specifically for Wisconsin in March. In the chart below you will find the final date of the training, the format of the training, and which topics will be addressed. Please note that for the Interactive Question and Answer and Chat Hours, participants will have the opportunity to attend a hands-on session where they can use their computer, follow along with the presenter, walk through the steps themselves, and then ask questions at the end. While some topics may be a repeat, the interactive sessions take a deeper dive into the topics. Mark your calendar for this training and keep an eye open for an email from ACT with the registration links.  If you are unable to attend, you can still register for the webinar and you will be sent a recording to view at your convenience.
	Date
	Time
	Format
	Topics

	March 25
	12:00-1:00pm
Lunch Hour Chat
	Question and Answer and Chat Hour (Optional)
	1. Administering the Test
1. Post Test Clean Up
1. Last 30 minutes open forum



ACT Aspire Test Preparation Resources 
Links to exemplar items for ACT Aspire can be found at the DPI ACT Aspire Practice Tests/Sample Items website.    

------------ Thank you for your contributions to a successful testing experience for all students. 
ACT Help Desk 
General: 800-553-6244, ext. 2800 
Accommodations: 800-553-6244, ext. 1788; actaccoms@act.org 
Aspire: 855-730-0400 
http://www.act.org/stateanddistrict/wisconsin
 
General Information and Policies 
Duane Dorn
608-267-1069 
duane.dorn@dpi.wi.gov  
https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/act  
 
Student Data 
Phil Cranley 
608-266-9798 
philip.cranley@dpi.wi.gov  
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