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DAC Digest

October 14, 2015

NOTES FROM THE DIRECTOR

Forward Exam - NEW

Next week, the OSA team will be sitting down for two days of meetings with DRC, our vendor for the new
Forward Exam. We should be able to share more updates after these meetings. Look for additional
information in the coming weeks.

I’'m also happy to announce that we have a program manager for the Forward Exam. Tahira Chaudary
will be starting in her new position beginning Monday, October 19th. She was recently working within the
Department on academic and career planning.

ACCESS for ELLs - NEW

ACCESS for ELLs has moved online this year, and districts may need more assistance than in the past
due to the increased technology requirements. You will need to log into the WIDA AMS and order tests
by October 30th, and district staff will need user accounts created in that system. More details can be
found below.

District Technology Coordinators - REMINDER

As part of our efforts to continuously improve our communications and to further support online
assessments , DPI has created a listserve for District Technology Coordinators (DTCs). Districts should
identify one DTC, and submit the completed DTC form by the end of October.

Best Practices - REMINDER

In our last Tea with Troy Office Hours webinar, | asked the question, “How does your district schedule
time for data analysis at the school level?” Please keep sending us any resources or responses, as we
will be compiling and sharing that information.

~Troy
Troy Couillard, Director - Office of Student Assessment

WISCONSIN STATEWIDE ASSESSMENT SYSTEM UPDATE
ACT High School Assessments

e ACT plus Writing: Establishment process - October 12 - 23, 2015
o The ACT Establishment process is currently underway. Resources on the Establishment
process are available at http://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/act.
m Schools must submit information through the Establishment process no later than
October 23, 2015.
m  ACT sent emails to all DACs and Test coordinators on October 8th and 11th
regarding the Establishment process.
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m DACs received “ACT Account Access: New Account” email from
NoReplyTheACTOnline@act.org on Monday October 12th.
o Next Steps:
1. Once establishment information is submitted for a school, the assigned TC will
receive an email about accommodations for the ACT® test
2. Check out the DPI ACT High School Assessments web page. It has recently been
updated with accessibility related manuals, guides and informational videos.

e ACT Aspire

o REMINDER: District assessment coordinators and high school principals should access
the ACT Aspire Portal and update the permission status of district and school users.
Please review the list of users in the portal who have access to your district and school
reports to ensure that only those employees authorized to have access are listed in the
portal as your district and school Aspire users. Add or delete the users as appropriate to
ensure correct access to student data. Guidance for managing permission status of
authorized users can be found at ACT Aspire Portal User Guide.

ACCESS for ELLs
e UPDATED: Test ordering closes in 16 days (October 30!) If you haven’t logged into the WIDA
AMS and ordered ACCESS tests, please do so.
o Wisconsin will be testing online for grades 1-12 this year. Paper tests for Kindergarten,
Alternate ACCESS for ELLSs, large print, braille, and paper accommodations for students
in grades 1-12 with an IEP/504 can be ordered separately in the WIDA AMS.
o An additional ordering window will open on December 3 for changes in student rosters.

e REMINDER: Please encourage your Technology Coordinators to schedule time to test software
in their school during October.
e REMINDER: Please work with district staff to ensure that they have access to the WIDA.us

website, and encourage them to begin training.

e REMINDER: Please ask your schools and ISES coordinator to have your EL data as up-to-date
as possible before ISES is closed on October 26th. There will be limited time between ISES
reopening on October 30th and DPI pulling student rosters on November 12th to make changes.

e REMINDER: WIDA AMS login information should have been received last month. If you did not
receive an email from the WIDA AMS, please ensure your DAC information is up-to-date, and
contact the DRC Helpdesk. You will need to add accounts to the WIDA AMS for district staff who
will be administering ACCESS for ELLs this year.

DLM
e REMINDER: Individual Student Reports (ISRs): DLM delivered ISRs to all WI districts on
September 28-29. This delivery came in the form of two emails from ‘ku.edu’. Please check your
email. Reports should be downloaded, reviewed, and distributed to parents. ISRs are not
embargoed.
o If you received an email but did not download the reports in time, please contact DLM at
dim-support@ku.edu to have the link re-sent.
o If you did not receive an email, please check your email settings to allow emails from
‘ku.edu’ and contact Kristen Burton at 608-267-3164.
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PALS
e Fall Administration Window for Grades 1-2 closed on Friday, October 9.
o Score Entry Deadline for grades 1-2 is October 23, 2015.
e Fall Administration Window for grades 4K-5K opened on Monday, October 12.
o October 12 — November 6, 2015: Grades 4K-5K screening window
m  November 20, 2015: score entry deadline
e REMINDER: Districts should ensure that they have completed the Student Data Upload into the
PALS Online Score Entry and Reporting System for their 4K and 5K students as there will not be
a statewide upload of data.
e REMINDER: PALS Wisconsin Symposium - Registration deadline this Friday, 10/16!
o The PALS Wisconsin Symposium is a free, day-long training session for districts on how
to use PALS data to drive instruction. Two sessions are planned:
m  Wisconsin Dells: November 2, 2015
m Green Bay: November 4, 2015
o Please forward this information to principals, literacy coordinators, reading specialists, and
teachers in your district who may be interested in attending.

NAEP (For selected schools only)

e Schools can now begin their e-file student list submissions. There was a problem with MyNAEP
and schools may not have seen the materials for submitting their lists last week. The problem is
fixed and schools still have until the end of the month to get those files submitted. Schools often
ask districts for help with this task. Please contact Angela (angela.dugas@dpi.wi.gov) if there are
any questions or problems.

e REMINDER: Upcoming NAEP deadlines:

o ASAP: Principals designate a NAEP School Coordinator

o ASAP: NAEP School Coordinators register on MyNAEP

o October 15: Schools complete the Provide School Information form on MyNAEP
o October 31: Schools submit student list “e-file” on MyNAEP

DAC DIGEST DIGESTIBLES (Dates/tasks that are newly added this week are in bold)

Important Dates to Remember
12-23: Window for test coordinator (TC) to submit establishment information to ACT ACT
12 - Nov. 6: Grades 4K and 5K Fall PALS screening window NOW OPEN PALS
15: Schools participating in NAEP complete the Provide School Information form on MyNAEP NAEP
16: Registration deadline for PALS Symposium - REMINDER PALS
October 23: Grades 1 and 2 PALS score entry deadline PALS
23: The ACT online Establishment information submission deadline ACT
26-30: ISES closed for data validation General
29: Tea w/Troy Optional Office Hours (3:00-4:00) General
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30: ACCESS for ELLs test ordering window closes ACCESS 2.0
30: District Technology Coordinator forms due to OSA General
31: Schools participating in NAEP submit their student list “e-file” on MyNAEP NAEP
2-25: ISES Data Correction Window General
3: DLM District Level Training Webinar (11:00) DLM
4: ACT Accommodations Q&A session - 1 (more info to come) ACT
5: DLM District Level Training Webinar (2:00) DLM
10: ACT Accommodations Q&A session - 2 (more info to come) ACT
November 12: ACCESS for ELLs PrelD file generated by DPI from ISES - all EL info must be up to date | ACCESS 2.0
20: Grades 4K and 5K PALS score entry deadline PALS
20: Deadline to submit requests for ACT-approved accommodations (more info to come) ACT
23: ACCESS for ELLs Test Setup opens ACCESS 2.0
23: Tea w/Troy Optional Office Hours (3:00-4:00) General
1: Districts receive ACCESS for ELLs test materials and labels ACCESS 2.0
December |5: ACCESS for ELLs Testing Window opens ACCESS 2.0
Important Tasks to Remember

O Bad.ger Exam IF’RS, ACT Aspire ISRs, and DLM ISRs to be se.nt home at schoolls’/districts’ Reporting
earliest convenience (sample parent letters available on website per 9/9 DAC Digest)

O Activlate DLM userla'ccourwts in I'Edlucator Portal at least one week prior to needing access to LM
required Test Administration training on Moodle

O Upload student data into the PALS Online Score Entry and Reporting System (Information on PALS
the steps required to perform this upload can be found HERE)

O Add district/school staff who will be administering the ACCESS for ELLs this year to the WIDA ACCESS 2.0
AMS, ensure staff have WIDA.us training account (see above)

Q Visit http://oea.dpi.wi.gov/assessment/dacnew for general information re: the DAC role General

2 Identify relevant colleagues to whom DAC Digest information should be forwarded General

O Check out PALS Symposium information and forward to others who may be interested in PALS
attending

O En(?ourage Technology Coordinators to schedule time to test ACCESS software in their school ACCESS 2.0
during October.

Q2 Order ACCESS for ELLs tests prior to October 30th ACCESS 2.0

[ Identify DTC for your district and submit DTC form to OSA by 10/30 General

a Check out the new WISE video recently published by DPI General

(] Review ACT Aspire Portal users to ensure information is accurate and up-to-date Aspire
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