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COVID-19    UPDATES   

 
On   Monday,   March   23,   Deputy   State   Superintendent   Mike   Thompson   sent     an   email    to   district  
administrators   announcing   the   Wisconsin   Department   of   Public   Instruction   (DPI)   received   approval   to  
implement   waivers   for   requirements   in   section   1111   of   the   Elementary   and   Secondary   Education   Act   of  
1965,   related   to    federal    assessment   and   accountability   requirements.    All   federal   requirements   are   waived  
for   the   state   and   all   districts   effective   immediately.    The   DPI   continues   to   work   with   Governor   Evers’   office  
and   legislature   to   address   the   state   statutory   requirements   of   testing   and   accountability.  
  
Due   to   the   school   closures   and   the   evolving   COVID-19   situation,   it   is   not   possible   to   administer   the  
statewide   assessments   for   the   2019-20   school   year.   There   will   be   no   further   state   assessments   this   school  
year.   We   will   continue   to   use   these   emails   to   update   you   as   we   move   forward.  
 
Please   contact   osamail@dpi.wi.gov   with   questions.    Also,   please   note   that   OEA   and   OSA   staff   remain  
available   for   any   assessment   or   accountability   questions.   You   can   contact   our   teams   by   emailing  
oeamail@dpi.wi.gov    or    osamail@dpi.wi.gov .  
 
See   the   NAEP   section   below   for   resources   from   the   National   Center   for   Education   Statistics   (NCES)  
regarding   home   learning   opportunities.   
 

ACCOUNTABILITY   UPDATES  
 

Stakeholder   Feedback   on   Updates   to   Report   Cards  
OEA   is   working   with   an   Accountability   Advisory   Group   of   stakeholders   across   the   state,   as   well   as   a   panel  
of   national   experts,   to   make   updates   to   future   state   accountability   report   cards.   On   March   12,   OEA  
presented   some   options   for   changes   during   two   sessions   at   the     2020   WISEdata   Conference    and   collected  
feedback   from   participants   through   polls   and   discussion.    The   feedback   from   these   sessions   is  
summarized   below.   
 
Important   note:    these   discussions   took   place   prior   to   the   cancellation   of   spring   testing   that   resulted   from   the  
ongoing   COVID-19   pandemic   and   the   proposed   updates   were   discussed   under   the   premise   of   full   data   availability  
(i.e.,   assessment   results).   OEA   understands   there   are   many   questions   that   arise   about   the   impact   of   no   assessment  
results   on   report   cards.   We   will   work   to   address   these   questions   in   the   coming   months.   In   the   meantime,   we   will  
continue   with   our   plan   to   determine   how   the   report   cards   will   change,   even   if   the   report   cards   are   not   required   for  
2019-20.  
 
Report   Card   Design   Changes  
OEA   is   looking   to   change   the   report   cards   to   make   them   more   visually   appealing,   user   friendly,   and  
dynamic.   We   are   reviewing   report   cards   from   other   states   for   best   practices   and   we   showed   participants  
four   examples:     Mississippi ,     Minnesota ,     Oklahoma ,   and     Utah .   Of   these,   participants   showed   a   preference  
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for   Mississippi   and   Utah   report   cards,   though   they   generally   had   positive   feedback   on   all.   Some   themes   of  
these   report   cards   that   participants   favored   were   simplicity,   visualization,   and   the   ability   to   drill   down   to  
more-detailed   data.   The   groups   also   liked   Minnesota’s   option   for   schools   to   enter   their   own   customized  
message   on   the   report   card.  
 
College   and   Career   Readiness   (CCR)   and   Arts   Data   in   Report   Card  
DPI   is   required   by   statute   to   include   CCR   and   Arts   data   in   future   report   cards.   We   asked   participants  
whether   they   think   CCR   data   should   be    scored    or   just    reported    and   most   (>   90%)   indicated   a   preference   for  
either   scoring   only   some   CCR   data   or   none   at   all.    Group   discussion   focused   on   the   need   to   be   flexible   in  
giving   “credit”   for   CCR   preparation,   as   these   data   may   look   different   across   districts   and   schools.   We  
asked   participants   about   confidence   in   submitting   CCR   and   Arts   data   and   more   participants   were  
confident   in   the   data   quality   of   their   CCR   data   than   Arts.  
  
Closing   Gaps  
OEA   is   proposing   changes   to   the   Closing   Gaps   priority   area   of   the   report   card   to   make   the   measure   more  
reliable,   inclusive,   and   actionable.   While   we   will   always    report    performance   by   individual   student   groups  
on   report   cards,   OEA   is   proposing   to    score    Closing   Gaps   using   a   single    target   group   based   on   prior  
performance .   In   other   words,   a   student’s   inclusion   in   a   Closing   Gaps   target   group   would   be   determined   by  
that   student’s   prior   year’s   assessment   performance,   not   by   their   race   or   service   provision   status.  
 
Preliminary   analyses   show   that   more   students   from   traditionally   marginalized   student   groups   (non-white  
students   and   students   with   service   provisions)   are   included   in   a   single   performance-based   target   group,  
compared   with   the   current   measure   that   scores   each   student   group   separately,   but   requires   a   minimum   of  
20   students   in   a   group   to   be   included.   The   performance-based   target   group   would   be   determined   by  
student   scores   on   the   previous   year’s   state   assessment   with   the   following   options:  

● all   of   the   students   at   a   school   who   scored   Non-Proficient   on   the   assessment,   OR  
● the   lowest   performing   students   in   the   school   on   the   assessment   (e.g.,   bottom   quartile).  

 
We   asked   participants   about   these   performance-based   target   group   options   and   the   first   session   showed  
preference   for   the   bottom   quartile   group   (76%),   while   the   second   session   had   a   slight   preference   for  
non-proficient   group   (57%).   Participants   agreed   that   report   cards   should   continue   to    report    performance  
at   the   student   group   level   regardless   of   how   Closing   Gaps   is   scored.   Participants   also   discussed   how   the  
bottom   quartile   target   group   will   look   different   in   high-performing   schools   compared   to   low-performing  
schools   and   that   performance-based   target   groups   -   especially   bottom   quartiles   -   emphasize   continuous  
improvement   in   schools.  
 
Please   note   that   no   report   card   updates   have   been   finalized   and   that   OEA   is   continuing   to   have   ongoing  
conversations   with   specific   stakeholder   groups,   technical   advisors,   national   experts,   and   DPI   leadership  
about   potential   changes.   There   will   also   be   a   public   comment   period   for   any   proposed   report   card  
changes.   
  
We   will   keep   you   posted   on   any   developments   and   please   feel   to   contact   us   with   any   questions   in   the  
meantime   at    oeamail@dpi.wi.gov .   
 
  
  ~OEA  
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WISCONSIN   STATEWIDE   ASSESSMENT   SYSTEM   UPDATES  
 

ACT   High   School   Assessments   
ACT   with   writing  
New:  
Students   Who   Have   Not   Tested  
DPI   is   working   with   ACT   to   provide   11th   grade   students   who   did   not   test   on   the   March   3   or   March   17   test  
dates   with   an   additional   opportunity   to   take   the   ACT   later   this   year.   Once   we   have   finalized   a   plan   with  
ACT,   we   will   notify   districts   of   steps   to   take   to   provide   this   opportunity   to   students.  
 
Score   Report   Schedule  
5-8   weeks   after   testing,   sent   in   batches  

● Printed   student   report   sent   to   student’s   home  
● Printed   student   report   sent   to   the   school  
● Student   score   labels   sent   to   the   school  
● Checklist   report   sent   to   the   school  
● Scores   sent   to   the   colleges   that   the   student   selected   during   the   non-test   session  

 
Score   Report   Resources  

● ACT   Sample   Student   Score   Report  
● ACT   Sample   High   School   Score   Report  

 

Reminder:  
ACT   Emergency   Testing   Window  
The   emergency   ACT   test   day   and   accommodations   window   scheduled   for   March   31   is   canceled   due   to   the  
closure   of   all   schools   from   March   18   for   the   duration   of   the   public   health   emergency   per   the   Governor's  
Executive   Order.    
 

Reading   Readiness  
Reminder:  
Reading   Readiness   Reimbursement  
District   Assessment   Coordinators   should   have   received   their   reimbursement   request   form   on   Monday,  
March   2.   This   electronic   form   allows   districts   to   identify   the   amount   that   they   are   seeking   to   be  
reimbursed   for   Reading   Readiness   expenses.   The   form   asks   coordinators   to   indicate   the   name   of   each  
screener   utilized   at   each   grade,   the   number   of   students   screened   and   the   amount   requested   for  
reimbursement.   If   you   have   not   received   your   reimbursement   request   form,   please   contact   Duane   Dorn  
at   608-267-1069   or    duane.dorn@dpi.wi.gov .    More   information   can   be   found   at    Reading   Readiness  
Information    and    Reading   Readiness   FAQ .   
 

ACCESS   for   ELLs  
Reminder:  
Data   will   be   available   in   the   WIDA   AMS   on   April   24.   At   that   time   you   will   be   able   to   download   district   data  
files,   frequency   reports,   and   translated   student   reports.   
 
The   post-reporting   data   validation   window   runs   April   24   to   May   5.   Any   changes   made   at   this   time   will  
impact   the   statewide   ACCESS   data   results,   but   will   not   cause   new   ISRs   to   be   printed.   You   will   be   able   to  
download   updated   ISRs   after   May   21.   
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Paper   ISRs   are   still   scheduled   to   be   shipped   to   districts   on   May   1.   A   delay   due   to   COVID-19   is   possible,   but  
not   yet   confirmed.   Someone   in   the   district   must   be   available   to   sign   for   the   reports   upon   delivery.   
 

National   Assessment   of   Educational   Progress   (NAEP)  
Selected   schools   only  
New:  
NAEP   Data   Tools  
There   are   some   great   data     tools   to   explore   NAEP   results.   Visit  
https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/data/    to   use   the   NAEP   Data   Explorer,   the   Questions   Tool,   Item  
Maps,   State   Profiles,   District   Profiles,   and   a   Test   Yourself   feature.   If   you   need   any   assistance   exploring   a  
NAEP   data   topic,   please   feel   free   to   reach   out   to   Angela   Dugas   ( angela.dugas@dpi.wi.gov ).  
 
Resource   for   Students  
The   National   Center   for   Education   Statistics   (NCES),   which   oversees   NAEP,   has   a   Kids’   Zone   page  
( https://nces.ed.gov/nceskids/ )   which   can   support   home   learning.   Kids   can   build   graphs,   test   their  
knowledge   and   see   how   they   compare   to   kids   around   the   country,   and   more!  
 
Reminder:   
Age   17   NAEP   LTT   Testing   Canceled  
On   Friday,   March   13,   Principals   and   School   Coordinators   in   age   17   schools    received   an   email   from   NAEP  
staff   announcing   the   suspension   of   NAEP   testing.      A   follow-up   email   was   sent   March   18     announcing   the  
cancellation.   Please   contact   the   NAEP   Help   Desk   at   1-800-283-6237   o r    NAEPhelp@westat.com     with   any  
questions.   
 
Thank   you   for   all   the   work   already   done   for   these   assessments.   And   thanks   also   to   the   schools   that  
participated   in   the   age   9   and   13   assessments.   We   had   great   participation   rates   and   positive   feedback   from  
the   field   staff   in   Wisconsin.   Please   contact   Angela   Dugas   ( angela.dugas@dpi.wi.gov )   if   you   have   any  
questions.  
 

DAC   DIGEST   DIGESTIBLES  
 

 

Important   Dates   to   Remember  

April  
24:   ISRs   and   Data   Downloads   available   in   WIDA   AMS   ACCESS  

24:   Post-Reporting   Data   Validation   opens   ACCESS  

 
May   

1:   Paper   ISRs   received   by   districts   (date   subject   to   change   due   to   COVID-19   shutdowns)   ACCESS  

8:   Post-Reporting   Data   Validation   closes   ACCESS  

By   end   of   May:   Districts   receive   notification   of   selection   for   NAEP   2021   NAEP  
 
 

New   Online   Resource   Highlights  
As   new   resources   are   posted   to   our   website,   we   will   include   them   here   for   your   convenience   for   two   weeks.   This   is   NOT   an   exhaustive   list,  

but   meant   to   highlight   resources   with   significant   relevance   to   our   upcoming   test   windows.  

Resource   Description   Assessment  

Kids’   Zone   Resources   supporting    home   learning   NAEP  

ACCESS   for   ELLs   Resources   Parent   notification   materials   for   ACCESS   ISRs   ACCESS  
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