ISCONSIN

ueic & The DAC Digest

[NSTRUCTION July 6,2016

NOTES FROM THE DIRECTOR

GREETINGS

| hope you are enjoying the sunshine and the summer weather. After years of having the wonderful
opportunity to work with our schools and districts in my previous roles as the program coordinator for
WKCE, Badger Exam, and the ACT suite of assessments, | am excited to serve you in my new position
as the director of assessment. | would like to thank you all for your warm wishes and regards, and am
looking forward to a great school year.

DAC/DTC Update Forms

In order to ensure that we maintain our lines of communication with each district across the state, it is
important that we receive your district’s updated District Assessment Coordinator (DAC) and District
Technology Coordinator (DTC) forms to our office as soon as possible. Whether or not there has been
a change in personnel, please submit DAC and DTC update forms as soon as possible so that we can
verify and maintain the most up-to-date information in our records.

~Viji
Viji Somasundaram, Director - Office of Student Assessment

WISCONSIN STATEWIDE ASSESSMENT SYSTEM UPDATE
FORWARD EXAM

e REMINDER - Student Reports
o Forward Exam student reports and summaries will be posted to a secure web-based
report delivery system, accessed through eDIRECT, in late-July. The system reporting
tools will allow users to extract data in an Excel or .csv file. Hardcopies of individual
student reports will be mailed to districts in early August.

ACT HIGH SCHOOL ASSESSMENTS

ACT
e NEW - ACT has notified us that the records for examinees tested with non-college reportable

accommodations ARE NOW INCLUDED in data files distributed to District Assessment
Coordinators. District data files are stored on a CD and shipped to the district office. All DACs
should have received this CD on or before June 29. To differentiate between college reportable
and non-college reportable records in the data file, refer to Position 249 (Test Location) in the
file layout. An “M” in this position indicates that the examinee’s scores are non-college
reportable.

ACT Aspire
e REMINDER - Individual student reports and summary reports will be available in the ASPIRE
portal in the coming weeks.


http://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/dac/update
http://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/dac/dtc-update
http://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/dac/dtc-update

Dynamic Learning Maps (DLM)

e REMINDER - The DLM system has updated the supported platforms for KITE Client (secure
browser) and Educator Portal for the 2016-17 school year. The revised list of supported
platforms is available below and on the KITE Suite Requirements page on the DLM website.

Supported Platforms for KITE Client 2016-17 Educator Portal Supported Platforms

e Windows 7. 8.1, 10 (desktop, laptop) e Firefox 38.7.1 or above
e MACOS X10.10-10.11 e Safari 9.0.3 or above
e Chromebook e Internet Explorer 11
e iPad,10S9 e Chrome 35 or above
This summer, district and technology personnel should plan accordingly to prepare for testing in
the 2016-17 school year.
PALS

e REMINDER - 2016-17 Reading Readiness Assessment:

o If you still have questions or need information about 2016-17 assessing reading
readiness requirements, please refer to any of the previous DAC Digests from the month
of April.

o Efforts are currently underway with our School Management Team here at DPI to define
the reimbursement process for 2016-17, and we will provide further information as soon
as it is available.

NAEP

e Letters to principals in schools selected for NAEP went out late last week; please allow a few
days to receive them at schools. The letters included more information about the assessments
in each school as well as assessment dates. If the assigned date does not work for a school,
principals can work with Angela Dugas to reschedule. DACs were emailed a list of testing dates
yesterday (7/5/2016).

e REMINDER - Here are answers to some recent and frequently asked NAEP questions:

o NAEP was included in the reauthorization of ESEA, and the requirements for
participation stay the same. Districts that receive Title | funds provide an assurance upon
accepting those funds that their schools will participate in NAEP grades 4 and 8 Reading
and Mathematics assessments, if selected.

o Student participation is voluntary. As part of the pre-assessment tasks that a school
completes to prepare for NAEP testing, parents must be notified that participation is
voluntary.

o Total testing time for students is up to, but no more than 120 minutes, with an exception
made for students with extended time accommodations. Most students will test on
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http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/requirements
http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/requirements

tablets, where they will work at their own pace through the assessments; many students
finish in less than 120 minutes. Students sampled for the paper-pencil assessments will

only test for about 90 minutes.

It's a common misconception that NAEP schools and districts are selected “randomly.”

The sampling method used by the National Center for Educational Statistics is a
systematic sampling process, with probability of selection proportional to size. There is
also some stratification used during the sampling procedure. It is true that some schools
are selected more often than others; and this is a big NAEP year, so there are more
schools selected in Wisconsin than in many previous years. Once a school is selected,
the students within that school are selected randomly to fill a pre-determined sample
size. Smaller schools, therefore, often end up having all students in a grade sampled.
More information about NAEP sampling can be found here; if you would like a fact sheet
with this information emailed to you, please contact angela.dugas@dpi.wi.gov.

DAC DIG EST DIG ESTI B LES (Dates/tasks that are newly added this week are in bold)

Important Dates to Remember

July 25 - Aug. 5: Deduction Inquiry Process OEA
August  [22-25: DRC Item Review meetings Forward
Important Tasks to Remember
0 Plan accor_dingly to ensure that staff are _abl_e to cor_1duct a _reyiew of d_e_duc_tion data during the OEA

7/25-8/5 window should your school or district receive preliminary notification
4 Update DAC contact information and DTC contact information and submit to OSA General
Qa Update secure browser for DLM KITE Client DLM
a Share Vendor-based Reporting Overview with relevant members of your team General

As new resources are posted to our website, we will include them here for your convenience. This is NOT an exhaustive list,

Online Resource Highlights*

but meant to highlight resources with significant relevance to our upcoming test windows.

Resource Contains Assessment
2016 Vendor-Based Reporting | Outline of vendor-based reports from 2015-16 spring testing, including
Overview report descriptions, where/when/how to access, directions for use and General

distribution, etc.
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http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/about/samplesfaq.aspx
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http://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/dac/update
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http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/requirements
http://dpi.wi.gov/assessment
http://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/assessment/pdf/Assessment%20Data%20Reporting%20Timelines%202016_6-1-16.pdf
http://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/assessment/pdf/Assessment%20Data%20Reporting%20Timelines%202016_6-1-16.pdf
http://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/assessment/pdf/Assessment%20Data%20Reporting%20Timelines%202016_6-1-16.pdf

