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DAC Digest

September 9, 2015

NOTES FROM THE DIRECTOR

WINSS Update
e As of September 15, 2015 the WINSS Data Analysis tool will no longer be available.
o URLSs on your District and School homepages should now link to the WISEdash Public
Portal. For more information:
m  WISEdash District Communications Support
m  Summary of WINSS to WISEdash Transition

Assessment Reminders & Announcements:

e WKCE/WAA are permanently gone, and 9th grade Aspire/DLM will not be administered in the fall.

e 2014-15 Badger Exam and ACT results are embargoed until October 2015 at the earliest.

e An announcement about the new test replacing the Badger exam will occur in the next few days.

e The accountability pause included in this spring’s biennial budget applies only to the 2014-2015
report cards. All state tests still need to be administered during the 2015-16 school year. The
Office of Educational Accountability will provide further updates as they become available.

e OSA welcomes Jesse Roberts as the new EL Consultant supporting the ACCESS for ELLs
assessment. You can find his contact information on the updated ACCESS for ELLs page.

Thanks once again for all the great work you do. Our OSA team looks forward to working with you this
coming year, and wishes you a great start to the 2015-16 school year!

~Troy
Troy Couillard, Director - Office of Student Assessment

WISCONSIN STATEWIDE ASSESSMENT SYSTEM UPDATES

3-8 Assessment
e The current local reporting suite (TOMS) will be discontinued on September 30, 2015.
o Student Individual Profile Reports (IPRs) have been available in TOMS since July. If not
already distributed, IPRs should be sent home at schools’/districts’ earliest convenience.
A sample cover letter for parents is available on our website.
o A student-level download file will be made available through SAFE before the closure of
TOMS on 9/30.
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http://wise.dpi.wi.gov/wisedash_districtsupport
http://wise.dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/wise/pdf/winss-wisedash-communication.pdf
http://oea.dpi.wi.gov/assessment/ELL
http://oea.dpi.wi.gov/assessment/Smarter/resources
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o Additional summary data will be available through WISEdash for Districts and WISEdash
Public in October at the earliest. If you have questions about accessing SAFE or
WISEdash for Districts, please submit a WISEdash Help Ticket.

ACT Aspire
e ACT Aspire Portal User Guide is available on the Avocet webpage.
e ACT Aspire User Roles

o User roles in the Aspire Portal were rolled back to “educator” after the closure of the
spring 2015 test window.

o Access for users listed as “administrator” was recently restored. DACs may now update
other users to their appropriate roles.

e ACT Aspire reports are currently available in the Aspire Portal.
2014-15 Fall and Spring ACT Aspire Assessment Results Now Available in WISEdash for
Districts

o Results may be found as a new topic in the top menu. Two ACT Aspire dashboards are
provided: 1) Achievement and Progress and 2) Readiness. For more information, please
see_ WISEdash (FOR DISTRICTS) ACT Aspire Dashboard.

o ACT Aspire results in WISEdash for districts contain personally identifiable student
information. They should not be shared outside of a school or district setting without
ensuring that FERPA data security requirements are met. FERPA compliant public ACT
Aspire data will be available on WISEdash Public later this fall.

o If you have questions, please submit a WISEdash Help Ticket.

ACT plus Writing
e ACT Data for the Graduating Class of 2015
o This data includes performance information about the 2015 graduating seniors who took
the ACT as sophomores, juniors, or seniors, and self-reported at the time of testing that
they were scheduled to graduate in 2015.
o This information was released to the press on August 26, and may be publicly released.
e 2015 State-administered ACT Data
o The ACT data for all juniors who participated in the March 2015 statewide administration
of the ACT assessment is embargoed until October at the earliest, and should not be
shared publicly prior to DPI's press release.

Dynamic Learning Maps (DLM)
e Individual Student Reports (ISRs)

o Between September 9-11, DACs will be receiving links and passwords to a secure file
transfer from the Dynamic Learning Maps consortium. DACs will then be able to download
PDFs of the ISRs. If you do not receive an email, please contact Kristen Burton at
608-267-3164. A sample cover letter for parents and DLM brochure is available on our
website. IEP teams are encouraged to review ISRs when considering student needs and
planning.

¢ OSA
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http://wise.dpi.wi.gov/help-ticket
http://wise.dpi.wi.gov/help-ticket
http://wise.dpi.wi.gov/help-ticket
http://actaspire.avocet.pearson.com/actaspire/home#5661
https://www.actaspire.org/login
http://wise.dpi.wi.gov/wise_dashaspire
http://wise.dpi.wi.gov/wise_dashaspire
http://wise.dpi.wi.gov/help-ticket
http://wise.dpi.wi.gov/help-ticket
http://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/news-release/dpinr2015_78.pdf
http://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/news-release/dpinr2015_78.pdf
http://oea.dpi.wi.gov/assessment/DLM/resources
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e Aggregate Level Reports
o All aggregate level reports will be available once the data is uploaded into WISEdash
secure.
e Data Uploads into the KITE Educator Portal
o User accounts: Districts should make sure that all educators who need access to the DLM
Portal have an active user account. Please refer to the Data Steward Manual found on
the DLM webpage. Once an educator has an active user account in Educator Portal,
he/she will be enrolled in required training through Moodle; however, there is a week lag
period. Please plan in advance of group trainings.
o Student Demographics: Districts have some time to identify students that qualify for
participation in an alternate assessment. More guidance and training will be provided to
districts later this fall. You do not have to begin uploading data this month.

ACCESS for ELLs
e ACCESS for ELLs grades 1-12 is online for the 2015-2016 school year
o Students in grades 1-3 will handwrite answers in booklets for the Writing domain.
o Kindergarten and Alternate ACCESS remain paper-based.
o WIDA Assessment Management System (AMS) — new web portal for ACCESS administration
and training
o On September 8, DPI uploaded the DAC list into the WIDA AMS.
o By mid-September, DACs should receive an email from the WIDA AMS with instructions
regarding account set up.

m Tutorials for using the WIDA AMS are built into the system.

m  DACs will need to upload contact information for school and district staff involved
in ACCESS for ELLs testing. They will then receive an email welcoming them to
the system, with information about account setup.

m User uploads can be done one person at a time or as a bulk upload from a CSV
formatted file.

PALS
e Fall Administration Window
o September 14 — October 9, 2015: Grades 1-2 screening window
m October 23, 2015: score entry deadline
o October 12 — November 6, 2015: Grades 4K-5K screening window
m  November 20, 2015: score entry deadline
e Student Data Upload
o DACs will be responsible for uploading student data into the PALS Online Score Entry and
Reporting System. There will not be a statewide upload of data.
o Information on the steps required to perform this upload can be found HERE.
e 1stand 2nd Grade Administration Requirements
o New for the 2015-16 school year, first and second grade teachers will be able to stop
administration of the screener after obtaining the Entry Level Summed Score.
m More information on this option can be found on the PALS Wisconsin webpage at
the “DPI Requirements for Grades 1 and 2” in the “Important Information” sidebar.

DAC Digest: September 9,2015-p. 3 gt ot


http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/wisconsin
http://training.dynamiclearningmaps.org/
http://www.palswisconsin.info/administrators/pals-online-system-for-administrators/student-data-uploads/
http://www.palswisconsin.info/

WISCONSIN
DEPARTMENT OF

PUBLIC §
INSTRUCTION

DAC DIGEST DIGESTIBLES

Important Dates to Remember

8: DAC information was uploaded into the WIDA AMS (Account information will be emailed to
DACs within the next two weeks)

9-11: DACs will be receiving links and passwords to a secure file transfer from the Dynamic
Learning Maps consortium that provides access to Individual Student Reports (/f you do not
receive an email within this timeframe, please contact Kristen Burton at 608-267-3164)

September 14 - Oct. 9: Grades 1 and 2 Fall PALS screening window

15: WINSS transitions to WISEdash Public Portal

18: 3rd Friday counts; DAC Update forms due to OSA from all districts

30: TOMS Portal closes; Tea w/Troy “Office Hours” Webinar (3:00-4:00)

5: ACCESS for ELLs software released - DRC Insight Secure Browser, DRC Testing Site
Manager (TSM)

6: ACCESS for ELLs ordering window opens (via WIDA AMS)

October 12 - Nov. 6: Grades 4K and 5K Fall PALS screening window

23: Grades 1 and 2 PALS score entry deadlines

26-30: ISES closed for data validation

30: ACCESS for ELLs ordering window closes

2-25: ISES Data Correction Window

12: ACCESS for ELLs PrelD file generated by DPI from ISES - all EL info must be up to date

November
20: Grades 4K and 5K PALS score entry deadline

23: ACCESS for ELLs Test Setup opens

December 5: ACCESS for ELLs Testing Window opens

Important Tasks to Remember

| Update any WINSS links on your webpages as needed.
O Badger Exam IPRs and ACT Aspire ISRs to be sent home at schools’/districts’ earliest
convenience (sample letters available on website - see above).
Upon receipt of the secure file transfer from DLM, ISRs should be printed and sent home at
Qa schools’/districts’ earliest convenience (sample letter and directions available on website - see
above).
Activate DLM user accounts in Educator Portal at least one week prior to needing access to
Q . . ) .
required Test Administration training on Moodle.
2 Please make sure your district has submitted its DAC Update form to our office by 9/18.
O Establish time within weekly administrative schedule to review weekly DAC Digest, and act

upon/communicate items as appropriate.
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http://oea.dpi.wi.gov/assessment/dacupdate

