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WISCONSIN STATEWIDE ASSESSMENT SYSTEM UPDATES

Assessment & Accountability

New:

Updated Performance Levels for Statewide Assessments

Updated student performance level descriptors have been developed to describe student
performance on statewide standardized assessments. The terms developing, approaching,
meeting, and advanced are replace the previous, outdated terms. These updated performance
levels will be used to report the Forward Exam, ACT, and PreACT Secure assessment data and
results beginning with the 2023-24 administration. The DPI received overwhelming support for
this change from Wisconsin educators, administrators, parents, families, and education partnersin
a survey. An informational resource describing the updated asset-based performance levels is
available in the “What’s New” section on the Assessment in Wisconsin webpage.

Reminders:

Sharing Results from the Wisconsin Student Assessment System

The schedule for release of assessment results to districts can be found at Assessment Data
Reporting Timeline. DPI will publicly release summary test score data for the assessments in the
fall. As such, DPI strongly recommends that districts coordinate their own public release with the
DPI public release. After the secure release of results to districts and prior to the public release,
DPI performs additional quality assurance, data validation, and data redaction when needed to
protect student privacy.

Districts may share their summary assessment results with their school boards prior to the DPI
public release. Districts may not publicly share personally identifiable information and therefore
would be responsible to ensure shared results are redacted to comply with data security and
student privacy requirements, as outlined in the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act
(FERPA) and state law. More information about maintaining student data privacy is available on
the Student Data Privacy webpage.

District summary data may be shared with district and school staff who understand the data
security and student privacy requirements outlined in FERPA and state law. This allows district
staff to use the data for professional development, continuous improvement efforts, and other
planning purposes. Districts may share individual student reports with parents or guardians,
teachers, school leaders, and others with a legitimate interest.

Districts should not share the statewide data reported in the vendor portals. This data has not yet
been through DPI’s quality assurance and validation process and is therefore subject to change.
Final statewide results, which are used in accountability calculations, will be released in the fall.


https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/assessment/pdf/Assessment_Data_Reporting_Timelines_2024.pdf
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/assessment/pdf/Assessment_Data_Reporting_Timelines_2024.pdf
https://dpi.wi.gov/wise/data-privacy

DAC Contact Updates During the Summer and into the 2024-25 School Year

It is important to keep your District Assessment Coordinator (DAC) contact information up to
date over the summer months and as staffing changes occur from 2023-24 to 2024-25.
Communications from OEA will be sent to DACs over the summer and into early fall regarding
assessment and accountability, including information on data and reporting availability. You may
need to assign an Interim DAC to ensure your district continues to receive updates while filling the
DAC position for the 2024-25 school year. The DAC contact information is used to verify who
should have DAC level access to reports in the vendor portals. Be sure to complete a DAC Update
form with the appropriate effective date noted if any changes are needed for the coming months.

The 2024-25 annual District Assessment Coordinator (DAC) and Technology Coordinator (DTC)
contact update forms may be submitted by all districts beginning July 1. Please make note of the
effective date on the update form. These forms are required for both new and returning DACs and
DTCs, even if the information has not changed. The information provided is used to:

e Ensure DACs receive regular assessment and accountability updates, and

¢ Upload information into vendor portals to ensure DACs have annual permissions.

DAC and DTC Update forms must be signed by the District

Administrator/Superintendent. Districts should also remove permissions in the test vendor
portals (or make inactive) from any individuals who are no longer employed by the district and
adjust user roles to sync with staffing changes.

ACT

Reminders:

Reporting

ACT school and district aggregated vendor data will be available June 4 in ACT’s Online Reporting
System (Success.ACT). Reference the ACT Vendor Reporting Schedule for a description of all
available reports. Reporting resources can be found on the Wisconsin ACT webpage and the DPI
ACT Data and Results webpage.

July Standard Setting -Participant Information

Thank you to all of the educators who registered to participate in this year’s ACT Standard Setting
event. Selected participants were sent an email from ACT on May 24. All selected participants
should complete the registration process at their earliest convenience or notify ACT or Nikki
Braconier as soon as possible if they are unable to attend.

PreACT Secure

Reminders:

Reporting

PreACT Secure school and district summary reports, student level data files, and all student scores
and Individualized Student Reports (ISRs) will be final in ACT’s Online reporting System on May
30. Reporting resources can be found on the Wisconsin PreACT Secure webpage and the DPI ACT
Data and Results webpage.

Student ISRs

Schools should download and print Individual Student Reports (ISRs) and distribute them to
students and families after May 30. Please reference the May 28 ACT Program Email for
instructions on how to download and for additional resources.



https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/forms#dac
https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/forms#dac
https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/forms#dac
https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/forms#dac
https://success.act.org/
https://success.act.org/
https://content.act.org/wisconsin/r/The_ACT_Score_Report_Schedule_-_Wisconsin_-_Spring
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/state-and-district-solutions/wisconsin/the-act.html#step7
https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/act/data
https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/act/data
mailto:nicole.braconier@dpi.wi.gov
mailto:nicole.braconier@dpi.wi.gov
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/state-and-district-solutions/wisconsin/preact.html#step7
https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/act/data
https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/act/data
https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/correspondence

Forward Exam

Reminder:

Translated Individual Student Report (ISR) Templates

Districts are responsible for the secure distribution of the ISRs to parents/guardians in a language
they can understand and in a format that is accessible to them. Districts and schools may include a
copy of the Spanish or Hmong translated ISR with the English ISR so families have a better
understanding of their student's results. If translated sample ISRs are needed in languages other
than Spanish and Hmong, DACs must contact the DRC Help Desk. Additional ISR translations will
be made available as DRC fulfills district requests on the Forward Exam Data and Results
webpage. There are currently 11 additional languages already requested by districts which will be
available.

Forward Exam Reports

Individual Student Reports (ISRs) and summary reports are expected to be available electronically
in the DRC INSIGHT Portal July 26. Hard copy ISRs will be mailed to districts August 27. Districts
now have the option to decline the paper ISRs by having their DAC complete and submit the 2024
Forward Exam Request to Decline Paper Individual Student Reports (ISRs) Form by June

28. Districts are still required to provide parents/guardians with a complete ISR in either a secure
electronic version or paper version.

New Resources

As new resources are posted to our website, we will include them here for your convenience for a
few weeks. This is NOT an exhaustive list but meant to highlight resources with significant
relevance to our upcoming test windows.

Resource Description Assessment
2024 Forward Exam Request to Decline Paper Form to decline the receipt Forward
Individual Student Reports (ISRs) Form of paper ISRs.

2024-25 Assessment Timelines 2024-25 WSA.S . All
Assessment Timelines.

Important Dates to Remember

Be sure to refer to each specific assessment calendar for a complete list of key dates.

Date Event Program

June 28 Deadline to submit form to decline the receipt of paper ISRs | Forward

August 27| Hard copy ISRs will be mailed to districts Forward



mailto:WIHelpDesk@datarecognitioncorp.com
https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/forward/data#resources
https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/forward/data#resources
https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/forms#ForwardReporting
https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/forms#ForwardReporting
https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/forms#ForwardReporting
https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/forms#ForwardReporting
https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment
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