The Initiative to Create an AP Accounting Course and Exam

What is the initiative to create an Advanced Placement Accounting course and exam?

The goal of the initiative is to have The College Board adopt an AP Accounting course and exam. 
As you may know, The College Board owns all AP courses and the “AP” designation.  Periodically, The College Board will hear proposals for new courses, and we have learned that The College Board will accept proposals in 2012. Although that may seem far into the future, there is much to accomplish between now and the time when proposals are heard. For example, we must demonstrate, among other requirements, the following in our proposal: (1) That we have successfully implemented a pilot program over a number of years and with a significant number of teachers and students, (2) That there is sufficient demand for the course from high school teachers and students, and (3) That there is a sufficient number of colleges and universities that will consider granting college credit for the AP Accounting course. 

Is this course approved by The College Board?

No; this is a pilot course.  In order for a course to be an “AP-College Board approved” course, The College Board must “adopt” a course. 
As stated above, our goal is to have The College Board adopt an AP Accounting course and exam. In order for The College Board to adopt a course, we must demonstrate to The College Board that we have created and implemented a successful pilot. The pilot must be an “AP-caliber” (i.e., college level) type course. The College Board will not accept a proposal that does not include the demonstration of a successful pilot course. 

The pilot is currently in its second year and is being implemented by approximately 20 teachers in 10 states. Given the demand by teachers to join the program, in 2009-2010, our third year, we expect significant growth in terms of the number of teachers participating. At this point in time, we anticipate at least 50 teachers, and possibly 75, to be part of the program next year.

What is the goal of an AP Accounting Course and Exam?

The goals of an AP Accounting course and exam are to: 

· Build awareness and interest in students to consider or pursue accounting as a major in college and as a career; 

· Attract high academic performing students that do not enroll in the current high school accounting course due to its perceived vocational or non-college track status; and, 

· Create an innovative course that is challenging and rigorous and more reflective of the current state of the accounting profession.

It is important to note that we are not aiming to replace any current high school accounting course, nor are “renaming” a current course as “AP Accounting” without changing the content of the course and providing teacher training.
Course Overview

The AP Accounting course and exam pilot is a year-long course based on teachers having 120 contact hours with students from August/September through May/June. 

The course includes financial accounting, managerial accounting and financial statement analysis topics. Compared to the traditional, stand-alone financial accounting and managerial accounting courses offered at the college level, this pilot course encompasses more topics and learning outcomes than the traditional financial accounting course, and at least a quarter of the topics and learning outcomes in a traditional managerial course. Please refer to the “AP Accounting – Course Outlines and Learning Objectives” document (see attached) for more detailed information.

Training
The training focuses on introducing you to topics that are not part of a traditional high accounting curriculum. For instance, tome topics include the time value of money, accounting for debt (notes and bonds), cost-volume-profit analysis, statement of cash flows, standard costing and variance analysis, and more.

In addition, you will be able to meet with and learn from the teachers that have participated in the pilot and implemented the course over the last two years.

The training will take place sometime between mid-June and the end of July. The training session will be 3 to 4 full days. However, we have not yet determined the location and the specific dates. We will be able to determine the dates and location once we can confirm the number of teachers that will participate this year. And once we know the dates and location, we will inform you immediately. 
Teachers attending the training will receive continuing education credit (units) via Kansas State University’s College of Education. 

Please not that it is imperative that you attend the training in order to participate in the pilot. If you are unable to attend the training session, you will not be successful in implementing the course with your students.

Since the demand to participate in the program is overwhelming, it is assumed that if you attend the training this summer you will implement the course at the start of the 2009 year.

College Credit

All college and universities determine whether they will grant college credit to students that have successfully passed an AP course. Colleges and universities, alone and independently, make that determination; no one else does. Therefore, students that successfully pass an AP course approved by the College Board course are not guaranteed college credit. Therefore, as a pilot course, we cannot make such a guarantee either. However, we will do our best to work with college and universities so that they may consider granting credit to your students that successfully pass the pilot course.
Planning for the 2009-2010 year
Please begin to think about the class where you will implement the pilot. In other words, the course is intended for "AP-caliber" students--those students that are high academic achievers and college-bound. 
 
Ideally, you can work with your district or school to create a new course for the 2009-2010 academic year by including the course in the "course description book" that students use to register for classes. In addition, it is important to share this information with guidance counselors so that they can speak with students about the course. 
 
Therefore, I'm providing the course description (see attached). You will find in the description that the course is called "College Accounting." If that title conflicts with an existing course at your school, you may use another title, but keep in mind the restriction on using "AP." We cannot call it an AP accounting course because the "AP" label is owned by the College Board. In addition, this is a pilot, not an approved AP course (not yet!). If you need to use another title other than College Accounting, I suggest "Advanced College Accounting." 
 
If you are unable to create a new course for the upcoming year, in the past, most teachers have implemented the AP pilot in their "Accounting II" class. Others have implemented the course with students who have not had an accounting class. As you determine the class where you will teach the course, please remember that this is a college-level course intended for students that are high academic achievers.
 
If your district or school needs additional information about the course and initiative, I suggest providing the course outline that details the modules and learning objectives. 
  
Funding and Expenses
Once we determine the training location and dates, we will provide you with an estimate of the cost, which will include transportation, lodging and meals (although we will provide a few group dinners.) In addition, there is the expense of textbooks for students taking the course. Each textbook costs approximately $100; however, we are working on creating a custom text that would be less expensive. At this point in time, however, we do not know when that text will be available.

Please note that we are working on your behalf with CPA organizations and associations in your state to obtain the needed funding. In the meantime, we ask that you seek financial support from your school, district, or state, as well as the CPA association in your state, to attend the training and participate in the pilot.
In addition, as you may know, Perkins Grants may be available to you. Some teachers have stated that they will pursue a Perkins Grant to fund their participation in the program.

Benefits of Participating in the Program

By participating in the initiative to have an AP Accounting course and exam adopted by The College Board, you will be leading this effort and will be looked to for leadership and guidance.  In addition, you will attend an intensive, but enjoyable, training session each and every year that will enhance your knowledge of and ability to teach accounting. Lastly, your students will have the experience of enrolling in a college level course that is more reflective of the accounting profession than the traditional high school accounting course.
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