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The Wisconsin school aid formula must be simplified. Aid is applied on the basis of need, which should relate to people, not
property as it is now.

Inequalities result by using property value. 

For example, places in northern Wisconsin with many expensive vacation homes receive almost no aid, yet the people living there are
some of the most needy, including Native Americans. A school aid formula based on income would be more equal.

In Lodi, the average gross income is about $53,000, and in Waunakee it is about $71,000. Yet Lodi receives 33 percent school aid
and Waunakee 39 percent. Lodi taxpayers pay more and are less able to afford it. 

A fairer funding method should be adopted.

There is such a method, advanced by Wisconsin Superintendent of Public Instruction Tony Evers. The cost of Evers' "Fair Funding for
Our Future" proposal would be around $400 million, according to the Department of Public Instruction, about half the amount cut
from education in the current state budget.

Gov. Scott Walker and the Legislature should be rational and keep their half of budget cuts and give half back to hard pressed schools.
That would be a good return on investment for taxpayers, students, teachers and Wisconsin's communities.

— Bob Hunt, Lodi
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