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Fixing Funding -
State superintendent proposes plan to increase aid to schools
BY COLLEEN KOTTKE * THE REPORTER * NOVEMBER 28, 2010
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Oakfield Elementary School teacher Katie McClurg speaks with the
parents of one of her students during parent/teacher conferences

last week. Schools like Oakfield, would garner more state aid under
state Supt. Tony Evers' proposed funding plan. (Reporter photo by
Patrick Flood)

FAIR FUNDING

Here's what state School Superintendent Tony Evers' plan would
mean for school districts in Fond du Lac and northeast Dodge
county school districts if it had been applied to 2010-11:

- Campbellsport: up $787,488, or 9 percent

- Fond du Lac: up $3,711,230, or 8 percent

- Horicon: up $443,645, or 7.2 percent

- Lomira: up $231,508, or 3 percent

- Mayville: up $344,596, or 4.4 percent

- North Fond du Lac: up $659,887, or 7.4 percent
- Oakfield: up $181,403, or 4.5 percent

- Ripon: up $411,356, or 3.1 percent

- Waupun: up $1,096,821, or 7.8 percent

Source: Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction
Look online

Find out what your school district receives in state aid for the
following programs: 2010-11 certified general aid; 2009-10 school
lewy tax credit; 2010-11 high poverty aid; and the potential impact
of the Fair Funding proposal if it had been applied next year. Visit:
http://fairfundingforourfuture. org/pdf/estimates. pdf
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Area school district administrators agree that a revamped school funding formula is a step in the right
direction.

Under State Superintendent of Public Instruction
Tony Evers’ Fair Funding proposal unveiled Nov.
16, every school district in Fond du Lac and
northeast Dodge counties would get a boost in
state aid.

The plan — which carries a $420 million price tag
— would increase state aid by 2 percent in
2011-12 and by 4 percent in 2012-13.

The plan would be funded by rerouting to schools
roughly $900 million that shows up on
homeowners’ bills as property tax credit.

“I can understand the frustration of the local
taxpayer who will say that their property taxes will
rise without these levy credits,” said Lomira
Superintendent John Mason. “In reality, there is no
simple solution to this funding issue.”

Evers told those in attendance at the unveiling of
the plan that there would be no net increase in
property taxes statewide.

More Than Lip Service

State aid to schools takes the biggest bite out of
the state budget, accounting for more than 37
percent of the total. While many Republican
leaders appear to be supportive of Evers’ plan, a
looming $2.7 billion biennial budget shortfall may
make funding the plan not as palatable.

“It's a start and | sincerely hope that
Governor-elect Scott Walker and our state
Legislature will pay more than ‘lip service’ to Dr.
Evers’ proposal,” Mason said.

Walker’s spokesman Cullen Werwie applauded Evers for trying to fix the beleaguered school funding system,
but said “true funding reform means focusing on how to better spend the dollars we have today.”

While Evers acknowledged that finding the funds necessary to make the plan viable would be difficult given

the state’s funding woes, he called the plan a “golden opportunity” and a modest investment that would result
in creating a more fair and sustainable way of funding schools.

Fair And Transparent

For the first time, the funding formula would also take into account how many students are in poverty, not just
local property wealth, to determine how much aid a district will receive.

1| 2 NextPage

1 Comments >>
Read and share your thoughts on this story.

http://www.fdlreporter.conVarticle/20101128/FON0112/101...

More Sports Headlines
Boys basketball: Cougars win big, Markesan falls late
Monday girls basketball

Injuries, Jazz too much for Bucks

Follow Us Anywhere

EMAL (=3 MOBILE  SMITHT  TWITTER  FACEBOOK

J & 3

Breaking News SMS Alerts
Get our biggest headlines sent straight to your cell.
Enter your phone number:

Textme
Sign up for other text alerts here

YOU'RE NEVER FAR
ﬁAQNE.S‘I.AN ‘ FROM GOOD HEALTH.

ADS BY PULSE 360 Get Listed Here

Shocking Discovery for your Joints!

Shocking discovery by Cambridge Researchers for
Amazing Joint Relief..

EverydayLifestyles.com

Mortgage Rates Hit 2.67%

If you owe under $729k you probably qualify for
Obama's Refi Program.
www.SeeRefinanceRates.com

Have Depressive Symptoms?

Find Questions For Your Doctor & Info On Major
Depressive Disorder.
www.majordepressivedisorderinfo.com

11/30/2010 4:44 PM



Fixing Funding | fdlreporter.com | Fond du Lac Reporter http://www.fdlreporter.conVarticle/20101128/FON0112/101...

Partners: Jobs: CareerBuilder.com Cars: Cars.com Apartments: Apartments.com Shopping: ShopLocal.com Homes: Homefinder.com Dating: eHarmony

Appleton Post-Crescent | Fond du Lac Reporter | Green Bay Press-Gazette | Manitowoc Herald Times Reporter | Marshfield News Herald | Oshkosh Northwestern
Sheboygan Press | Stevens Point Journal | Wausau Daily Herald | Wisconsin Rapids Daily Tribune | Go Door County | Packers News | WISinfo

HOME | NEWS | SPORTS | LIVING | ENTERTAINMENT | OPINION | PHOTO GALLERIES | OBITUARIES | WEATHER | BUY SELL SHOP | CUSTOMER SERVICE | SUBSCRIBE NOW |
Site Map

Terms of Service | Privacy Policy | Contact Us | About Us | Subscribe

Copyright ©2010
Use of this site signifies your agreement to the Terms of Service and Privacy Policy , updated September 2010.

30f3 11/30/2010 4:44 PM



