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Subject: Announcement: State Superintendent Business Friends of Education  

 
Earlier this month, I announced that all Wisconsin businesses that support public education, 
would have the opportunity to be recognized and honored as a Business Friend of Education 
(BFoE).  BFoE is a recognition of businesses or business related organizations of all size, from 
any industry, that raise the collective awareness of existing business-education partnerships. As 
such, I ask you to reach out to your district business partners and strongly encourage them to 
submit an application.  The process is quick and easy, with a few questions to tell us how they 
partner with your local school district. For more information and access the online application, 
visit www.dpi.wi.gov/business-friends.  
 
In an effort to recognize and honor all business-education partnerships, I ask that individual 
businesses submit their own application rather than seeking nominations from schools and 
districts, as it has been done in the past.  There are four levels of recognition- bronze, silver, 
gold, and platinum. Level of recognition is awarded based on the extent of the business’ support 
and involvement with a school or district. More significant scope and diversity of participation 
will yield in a higher level of recognition. For more information on recognition levels and a 
breakdown of activity points, please visit www.dpi.wi.gov/business-friends/recognition-levels.   
 
In addition to recognizing these valuable collaborations, BFoE will establish a network of 
successful partnerships that can provide examples and assistance to other businesses and 
schools seeking to develop and expand their business-education programs. The network of 
partners will provide a go-to list of statewide, regional, and local events, it will help form 
advisory boards, and provide advocacy for further business involvement to ensure the 
partnerships can be sustained and grow from year to year.  
 
With the implementation of Academic and Career Planning beginning in the fall of 2017, along 
with the JPMorgan Chase New Skills for Youth Grant, recognition of new and existing 
business-education partnerships will strengthen our efforts to ensure all graduates are college 
and career ready.  Please help me in this important work by encouraging your partners to 
become State Superintendent’s Business Friends of Education.  
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