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AKA Money Camp for Kids 2010
A powerful way to promote literacy skills and break the cycle of poverty in urban communities is through partnership with the public library.  With this vision in mind, Upsilon Mu Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated (R) and the Milwaukee Public Library presented the fourth annual AKA Money Camp for Kids.  The program promoted financial literacy skills to Milwaukee youth on June 21st – June 25th, 2010 at the Milwaukee Public Library’s newest facility, the Washington Park Library. Corporate Sponsors for 2010 were Associated Bank and Q. C. Holdings Companies.  This enriching, unique, and much-needed camp for the Milwaukee area was offered FREE of charge to 24 youth (ages 12-14) who will enter grades 6 through 8 next fall.  
The AKA Money Camp for Kids mission is to provide unique, interactive educational experiences for middle school students so that they develop critical thinking skills, financial literacy skills in managing money and support in establishing their financial, leadership, and career goals.
AKA Money Camp for Kids was first implemented in 2006 by Upsilon Mu Omega Chapter, Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated® and co-sponsored by the Milwaukee Public Library.  Since 2006, the camp has been offered free to 100 middle school students.
Established in 1908 at Howard University, Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated® is 102 years old and the oldest Greek letter organization founded by African American women with the purpose of service to all mankind. With over 260,000 members worldwide, the sorority’s members are committed to community service and include  Honorary Members: Maya Angelou, Alicia Keyes, Jada Pinkett Smith, Eleanor Roosevelt, Hilary Clinton, Toni Morrison, and Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf.  From 2006 through 2010, the program focus is economic empowerment through education, mentorship, and innovative programs for at-risk youth and families.   Upsilon Mu Omega Chapter is one of the newer chapters of the sorority and was chartered in Milwaukee, Wisconsin in 1997 by seventy-six charter members, including Dorothy Buckhanan Wilson, who was recently elected as First Vice-President of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated®.   For more information, please see www.akaumo.org .
The Milwaukee Public Library is a statewide resource and the largest public library in the state of Wisconsin. Serving a population of 602,782 in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, the Milwaukee Public Library also is the resource library for the Milwaukee County Federated Library System with 2,767,411 materials in the collection and 3,034,805 items checked out in 2009. Over 86,000 children and teens and 12,859 adults attended 3,276 programs in 2009. Founded in 1878, the Milwaukee Public Library system includes the beautiful, historic Central Library and twelve neighborhood libraries.  The Milwaukee Public Library mission is to provide materials, services and facilities for all citizens of Milwaukee and others in order to meet present and future informational needs and raise the level of civilization in Milwaukee.  For more information on Milwaukee Public Library, please see www.mpl.org 
Throughout the week during AKA Money Camp for Kids, workshops were presented on:   budgeting, banking, investing, saving, leadership skills, and career choices.  Mad City Money, an interactive money management workshop for youth, was also featured, and field trips to area banks and local businesses were scheduled providing opportunities for students to communicate directly with culturally-diverse managers at local banks and businesses.  Students learned techniques in goal setting, communication skills and effective presentation skills as they developed entrepreneurial projects during the week.  Each year the camp is increasingly more successful and well-received by parents and students. 

Registration was on a first-come, first-served basis, and applications were available at each Milwaukee Public Library and on the library website and on the sorority's website.  For further information on the program, please contact Tammi Summers, President at ttorrence6@aol.com or Sandra Melcher, Chairperson at samelch@yahoo.com.
In 2010, the camp ended with a special presentation from the Milwaukee Common Council President and Alderman Willie Hines who presented a proclamation to Upsilon Mu Omega Chapter, Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated® commending the program, community service and powerful partnership with Milwaukee Public Library.
Please see attached for more information on program and promotion of this project.
