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Feature

Two New Policy Memos Feature Farm to School

States can use State Administrative Expense funds to support farm to school programs 

State agencies are key partners in helping bring local products into child nutrition programs. As such, USDA's Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) made clear through this memo that state agencies can use their State Administrative Expense (SAE) funds for state-level coordination of farm to school activities. This guidance applies to the National School Lunch Program, School Breakfast Program, Special Milk Program, Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP), Summer Food Service Program (SFSP), Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program, and Food Distribution Programs that provide USDA Foods to applicable programs.

Local foods in the Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP)
Celebrate National CACFP Week with this farm to school policy news! Incorporating local food and agricultural education into the Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP) can play an important role in creating and promoting a healthy environment. In this memo, FNS encourages program administrators and partners to use local food as a means to enhance CACFP operations. 
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Announcements

Second Bi-Annual Farm to School Census

Back in 2013 we learned that more than 40,000 schools, serving 23.5 million students, were bringing the farm to school. A lot can change in two years and we’re excited to receive updated information through the 2015 USDA Farm to School Census. The Census questionnaire is being distributed to school districts through state agencies this week. School district submissions must be received by May 29, 2015. Questions about the Census? Please contact Matt Benson, matthew.benson@fns.usda.gov.







FY16 USDA Farm to School Grant Request for Applications

We are currently accepting applications for the next round of USDA farm to school grants! The application deadline is May 20, 2015 for planning, implementation and support service grant applications. Training grant letters of inquiry are due April 30, 2015. 

There is a webinar on March 25th at 1 pm EST to learn more about the application process. At that time, click on this link for the presentation and dial 888-566-1192, passcode 5894178, for audio. No registration is required. The webinar will be recorded; the recording will be posted on our website as soon as it becomes available.
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Food Safety in the Garden

Recently, the USDA Farm to School Team helped update NFSMI’s Food Safety for School Gardens fact sheet to support school food service personnel in safely serving school garden produce in the cafeteria. Be sure to check out this handy information! 

The USDA Farm to School team is looking for schools who love to serve garden produce in their cafeterias; we want to share your garden to cafeteria success! Please send your stories of serving school garden produce in school meals to our School Garden Specialist, Tegan Hagy, Tegan.hagy@fns.usda.gov.







New Farm to Summer and Farm to Preschool Websites

Find FNS guidance about incorporating local foods and related activities in the Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) and the Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP) on these two new sections of our website! Check out the information on Farm to Summer and Farm to Preschool. 



Planning Your Farm to School Program

Stay tuned to our webinar series for farm to school tips and insights. Earn SNA Continuing Education Units for each webinar attended. To receive this credit, contact Bob Gorman at robert.gorman@fns.usda.gov. 

March 19, 2:00 EDT

Promoting Your Farm to School Program: You’ve put in so much hard work! Now, how do you promote your farm to school program to ensure student, school, and community engagement? Hear from several school districts who have successfully promoted farm to school programs while managing a tight budget.

April 2, 2:00 EDT

School Gardening: Hear about the different ways to incorporate school gardens into your farm to school program as well as hear how schools are successfully procuring school garden produce for their meal programs.







Bits from Blogs

Child and Adult Care Food Program Reaches Far and Wide





USDA programs like CACFP help improve access to food and healthful diets for millions of Americans.
During National Nutrition Month, we’re excited to highlight the many ways federal nutrition assistance programs benefit vulnerable Americans.

At USDA’s Food and Nutrition Service, we often get the chance to discuss how WIC and our school lunch and breakfast programs boost the nutritional lives of millions.  But did you know that each day our Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP) provides over 3.3 million children and 120,000 adults nutritious meals and snacks that contribute to their wellness, healthy growth and development?

This March we’re taking the opportunity to celebrate CACFP’s diversity and highlight the ways participants benefit from the program.  CACFP plays an integral role in the federal safety net, designed to improve access to food and healthful diets for millions.

From pre-kindergarten through 12th grade, nearly 31 million children receive nutritionally balanced lunches at school.  But what about younger children who are not yet in school and attend child care centers or day care homes?  Or what are the meal options for school-aged children after school lets out? This is where CACFP is there to help.  CACFP provides nutritious meals and snacks to infants and children in child care centers and homes as a regular part of their day care.






	Learn more at http://www.fns.usda.gov/farmtoschool or contact us at farmtoschool@fns.usda.gov. 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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