Enrolled Sites in the Summer Food Service Program
Unlike other Child Nutrition Programs, eligibility for participation in the Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) is usually made on a site basis, rather than a child basis.  Once a site is determined eligible to participate, all meals at the site are served free of charge to participating children.  
Typically, SFSP sites are "open" to all children in the area who wish to receive a meal.  These open sites must qualify using area eligibility - elementary school free/reduced data or census tract data.  Sites that served an identified group of children, called enrolled sites, may also use elementary school free/reduced data to qualify for participation in the SFSP.  Occasionally, however, there may be a site located in an area that does not have at least 50% of the children eligible for receive free and reduced price school meals, but is serving a specific group of kids that come from low-income families.  These sites could also possibly qualify as an enrolled site.  
Qualification of Enrolled Sites
Enrolled sites serve a specific population of children, typically enrolled in activities at the site.  If not located in an area that is considered to be "area eligible", the site could be eligible if it is determined that 50% of the children enrolled are eligible to receive free or reduced price meals during the regular school year.
PLEASE NOTE:  School sites that have academic summer school must qualify based on the free/reduced percentage - enrolled sites are not allowed.

Determining Income Eligibility of the Enrolled Children (for sites that are NOT area eligible)
Once it is known who is going to be participating in your summer program, you then must determine the income eligibility of the children.  There are several ways to obtain this information.  It is very important that you make the site eligibility determination prior to serving meals in order to ensure that you receive reimbursement from DPI.  
1. Contact the school district that the children attend during the regular school year.  Provide the district with the list of enrolled children and have the district verify that at least 50% are eligible to receive free or reduced price school meals per their most recent records.  The district does not have to provide eligibility by child.  They can simply provide you with a statement noting that 50% of the children listed are eligible to receive free or reduced price meals during the regular school year.

OR

2. If the children come from many different schools or the school district is unwilling to verify your list of enrolled children, you will need to collect income information from the child's household using a specific form provided by DPI.  Once the household has provided you with the completed form, you will need to make the income eligibility determination based on the information given and income guidelines provided by DPI.
Documentation of Site Eligibility
SFSP sponsors of enrolled sites located in areas that automatically qualify based on elementary school free/reduced data must maintain documentation to indicate that the site is located within an area that qualifies - contact DPI to obtain verification.  Sponsors that determine site eligibility based on the actual income status of the children enrolled must maintain a list of the enrolled children for the months in which it plans to make a claim for reimbursement for the meals served.  In addition to the enrollment list, a signed statement from the school district OR completed and determined income statements must be kept on file to verify that 50% or more of the enrolled children are income eligible or received free or reduced price meals during the school year.
