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Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP) 
At-Risk Afterschool Meal Program  

Information Sheet 
 

What is the CACFP At-Risk Afterschool Meal Program? 
The At-Risk Afterschool Meal Program offers Federal funding to public, private nonprofit (Federal tax-exempt), or 
for-profit organizations that serve meals and snacks to participants in low-income areas during afterschool 
programs.  

USDA regulations define an afterschool program as one that provides an approved nonresidential enrichment 
program in an eligible area to participants during afterschool hours. Emergency shelter sites may be eligible 
without regard to its location. 

Organizations that operate the Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) during the summer are encouraged to 
participate in the At-Risk Afterschool Meal Program during the school year. Participation in both programs can 
benefit the organization and community by providing year-round services to participants. Refer to the Summer 
Food Service Program versus At-Risk Afterschool Program Comparison Chart for the differences and similarities 
between the two programs. 
 

What are the eligibility requirements to participate in the At-Risk Afterschool Meal Program? 
Eligible organizations must operate afterschool or enrichment programs that: 

 Provide drop-in or enrolled programs during afterschool hours, on weekends, holidays, and school vacations 
(e.g. spring break) during the regular school year, in an organized, structured, and supervised environment  

Sites that provide afterschool programs year-round may be eligible to participate during the summer only 
when located in the attendance area of a school operating on a year-round schedule. 

 Provide educational or enrichment activities during these programs, such as homework, tutoring, supervised 
athletic activities, drama, and chess 

 Are located in the attendance area of a public school building with a School Eligibility percentage of 50% or 
more, as published within the most current Wisconsin Public School Eligibility Data Report or based on the 
most recent Free/Reduced-priced or Community Eligibility data 

Once established, this eligibility remains in effect for five years. 

 Are open to all children/youth. There is no requirement that all children/youth receiving meals participate in 
the scheduled activities; the activities just need to be available to all. 

Programs designed to meet the special needs of enrolled participants, or programs with other limiting factors, 
may be eligible to participate. Contact DPI for more information. 

 May not be licensed for providing childcare, unless required by the Wisconsin Department of Children and 
Families (DCF). If a site does not have a license for childcare and is not operated by a school, the organization 
must submit a completed DPI Group Child Care License Exemption Form (PI-6016) to DCF for exemption 
approval. The organization will then be required to submit the site’s DCF approved exemption form to DPI 
through the online application.  

 
 
 
 

 

https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/community-nutrition/pdf/sfsp_vs_ar_comp_chart.pdf
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/community-nutrition/pdf/sfsp_vs_ar_comp_chart.pdf
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/community-nutrition/xls/at_risk_sites_specialty_schools.xlsx
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/forms/doc/f6016.doc
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 Meet State/local health and safety standards when exempt for childcare license by DCF. The following 
documents must be submitted for these sites to demonstrate compliance with these standards:  
o A copy of the current occupancy permit  

o A copy of the current fire inspection report  

o A copy of the most recent health department’s inspection report. To find the contact at your local health 
department, visit the WI Department of Health Services, Local Public Health webpage. 

These documents are not required for sites that operate within schools participating in the National School 
Lunch Program or School Breakfast Program and follow the schools’ standard operating procedures. 

 
Which meals can participating sites claim for meal reimbursement? 
Sites may claim meals: 

 Served as part of nonresidential afterschool programs that provide educational and enrichment activities 

 Served to participants who are eligible and participate in the afterschool programs, including: 
o School-age through age 18, including those who are 18 years old at the start of the school year  

o Individuals who meet the definition of “persons with disabilities” regardless of age 

o Members of school sports teams and clubs who do not participate directly in the program’s enrichment 
activities, but remain onsite while consuming the meal that is provided as part of the afterschool 
program’s scheduled activities 

 That meet the CACFP Meal Pattern requirements         
Guidance Memorandum 12C: CACFP Meal Pattern Requirements  

 That are approved meal types: 
o Only one supper and/or one pm snack served after the end of the school day, as part of an approved 

afterschool program on regular school days 

o Any one meal (breakfast, lunch, or supper) and/or one snack served during weekends, holidays, and 
school vacations (e.g. spring break) as part of an approved enrichment program within the school year 

 

How is reimbursement determined? 
Program payments are based on the number of meals per meal type multiplied by the Free rate of 
reimbursement. For the most current Free rate of reimbursement per meal, refer to Guidance Memorandum 2: 
CACFP Reimbursement – USDA Rates of Reimbursement.   

Participating sites: 

 Must serve meals and snacks without any charge 

 Cannot receive meal reimbursement for adults, including staff and other non-participants 

 Must maintain a nonprofit food service 
 

For Further Information, contact DPI at (608) 267-9129 or visit the following webpages: 
 DPI's CACFP At-Risk Afterschool Program 

 DPI's CACFP New Agency Application Process 

 Summer Food Service Program versus At-Risk Afterschool Program Comparison Chart 
 
In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its 
Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, 
national origin, sex, disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA. Persons with 
disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g. Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.), 
should contact the Agency (State or local) where they applied for benefits.  Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact 
USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.  Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English. To file 
a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, (AD-3027) found online at: 
http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, and at any USDA office, or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the 
information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1)  Mail:  
U.S. Department of Agriculture,  Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2)  
Fax:(202) 690-7442; or (3) Email: program.intake@usda.gov  This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/lh-depts/counties.htm
http://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/community-nutrition/pdf/gm_12c_meal.pdf
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/community-nutrition/pdf/gm_2_ccc.pdf
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/community-nutrition/pdf/gm_2_ccc.pdf
http://dpi.wi.gov/community-nutrition/cacfp/at-risk
https://dpi.wi.gov/community-nutrition/cacfp/newagency
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/community-nutrition/pdf/sfsp_vs_ar_comp_chart.pdf
http://www.ocio.usda.gov/sites/default/files/docs/2012/Complain_combined_6_8_12.pdf
http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov

