COURSeWORK COMPLETIOn system – Introduction and key points

1. Summary and Rationale: 
The Coursework Completion System (CWCS) will collect data specific to all courses completed by all students, grades PK-12.  This new data collection will facilitate the standardization of student coursework information across the state, provide data necessary to answer important questions at the local and state levels, and enable Wisconsin to meet federal requirements.  
As recipients of federal State Fiscal Stabilization Funding in 2009, Wisconsin is required to capture this data along with 11 other elements of the America Competes Act.  It is the intention of DPI to accomplish this in as positive and proactive manner as possible.  For example this system will be used to replace the PI-1215 Course Offerings Report in the future.  Data from the new system will enhance the Longitudinal Data System (LDS) and assist in the development of sound educational policies and improve the quality and significance of education research with the goal of improving student achievement.
2. Basis for Data Capture and Field Definitions:

The intent of the data fields, definitions, and options within each field is to capture and reflect local district decisions.  Due to the complexity of all that is part of a child’s education, many fields and options need to be available to tell the full story.  This new collection will capture details about a child’s education beyond a WKCE score including, for example, all staff connected with educating a student, the type of learning environment (e.g., online, bilingual), and grades and credits earned.
3. Teacher Evaluation:
The state is not collecting data through this new collection for the purpose of evaluating teachers. This is a local decision determined by collective bargaining.  One value of the new system is that it will identify all staff connected with a child’s education.  Example:  Rather than only identifying the single elementary teacher for a grade level classroom, the CWCS will identify staff teaching specific subject areas e.g., science and music.
4. Course Level Data:
Currently only course titles and aggregated enrollment are collected on the PI 1215.  The new system will collect data on characteristics of the course (e.g., online, language immersion, dual credit), providing information on district and state-level trends.  Student data from the ISES collection will be linked to the course level data via the unique Wisconsin Student Number, enabling much deeper analysis.  Example:  Are districts increasing, decreasing, or keeping level the number of languages offered; what are the demographics of students taking different languages; and how many semesters of a language are students studying?
5. Student Level Data:

Because the new system captures data at the student level, the potential exists for DPI and/or local districts to create a student profile report that includes the course taking history in combination with WKCE data and ISES data to paint a more complete picture of a student’s education experience. As a state-level data set, this history can move easily with the student.  Example:  As a student transfers from one district to another, the student’s profile report would become available to the appropriate user in the new district.

Additionally, data from this collection enables educators and researchers to answer questions more accurately, more quickly, and with more detail at both the state and local levels if authorized to access the data.  Example:  What do local course taking patterns reveal about students’ preparation for postsecondary success?

6. Increased consistency and higher level of data quality:
The new data collection creates common data standards for all districts and schools; ensures high quality data by eliminating variations in how data are collected across various systems.  When collected at the state level, student level data sets, including the CWCS can give smaller districts access to robust systems, through a partnership with DPI that they could not afford on their own.  This ensures the same high level of service for all districts, schools and students. 
