The Wisconsin Student Number – Changing the Conversation
The use of the Wisconsin Student Number is changing

Beginning with the 2011-12 school year, DPI is asking all school districts to include the Wisconsin Student Number (WSN) on all student transcripts being sent to Wisconsin colleges and universities.  Long-term this will enable education stakeholders to track students through the next stage of their educational careers and facilitate significant improvements in research and reporting.  For additional information on this change  read the section below.


The history and future of the Wisconsin Student Number

In 2004, the Department of Public Instruction introduced the Wisconsin Student Number (WSN) as a unique identifier for all K-12 public school students in the state.  This number enabled DPI and school districts to link disparate data about each student while still protecting his or her identity.   The Wisconsin Student Locator System (WSLS) is used to assign the WSN and is maintained by DPI.  Currently a unique WSN is assigned to every student when they first enter a public school system and this number follows the student throughout their K12 career.  The WSN became an integral part of DPI’s data collection strategy, and specifically the Individual Student Enrollment System (ISES), in 2005.  In 2007 DPI began work on the Longitudinal Data System (LDS) which also leverages the WSN. The LDS computer system maintains data on students over time, regardless of what public schools they attend, and provides analysis and reporting capabilities to Wisconsin educators.  
In 2007 the America COMPETES Act (Public Law 110-69) was signed with the aim of promoting LDS capabilities in every state, starting with early childhood and continuing through post secondary education and into the work force.  The act defined 12 critical elements to achieving this goal including the implementation of a statewide student identifier.  The WSN, already implemented in DPI’s LDS and Wisconsin’s K-12 public schools, provides a great starting point in the states efforts to meet this federal requirement. 
In order to expand the scope of Wisconsin’s LDS capabilities to include post secondary (PS) education data, the WSN must follow students as they transition into PS institutions. Thus the goal is to have the individual WSN connected with the specific student, via their high school transcript. Currently, PS institutions are preparing their computer systems to accommodate WSN’s. Incorporation of the WSN on student transcripts is the next step in implementation.  Schools should prepare now to make provisions for the 2011-2012 school year to include the WSN as part of student transcripts. The E-Transcript initiative, allowing web based request and delivery of electronic transcripts, will promote the inclusion of WSN as well.   
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To address concerns regarding privacy and confidentiality, the WSN (a number that has no intrinsic meaning) is now considered an educational record that is protected.  It is not directory data and should not be treated as directory data.  However, it can be shared as other confidential or protected educational data is shared. 
Effective use of data is key to assisting Wisconsin students succeed. The ability to include postsecondary outcomes will enhance analysis and decision making. Identifying a student by WSN is an important step in achieving this goal.
For further information contact Rod Packard, rodney.packard@dpi.wi.gov or 608-266-7049
