
ABOUT THE STRATEGY 
INTERACTIVE JOURNALS provides students with a space to record their thinking 
about vocabulary words.  There are a variety of formats for interactive journals, some 
with more structure than others. Educators should choose the journal format that is 
most appropriate for the needs of their classroom and should check students’ 
interactive journals and provide feedback to students regularly.  Each time students 
engage with a vocabulary word, they should revisit their interactive journals, 
modifying their entries with their new understanding.  Interactive journals can be 
used to track vocabulary words from whole group instruction, reading groups, or 
independent reading.    

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE STRATEGY 
 Identify the journal format that is most appropriate for the task and the

classroom.

 Once you decide on the interactive journal format, establish expectations:
1. When will students use the interactive journals?
2. What does a complete journal entry look like?
3. When will you view the journals and provide students feedback?

 Establish the purpose of the interactive journal.

 Model how to select vocabulary words to include in the journal; scaffold as
needed.

 Model how to complete a journal entry for a word; scaffold as needed.
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Information Technology Solutions 

IN TE RNE T SE CU R ITY  

Sit amet, consec tetuer  

adipiscing elit, sed diam 

nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt 

ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam. 

N E TWOR K  P RO TE CTION  

Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, 

quis nostrud exerci tation  

ullamcorper.Et iusto odio  

dignissim qui blandit  

praeseptatum zzril delenit  

augue duis dolore te feugait 

nulla adipiscing elit, sed diam 

nonummy nibh. 

PERSONAL FIREW ALLS 

Tincidunt ut laoreet dolore 

magna aliquam erat volut pat. Ut 

wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis 

exerci tation ullamcorper cipit 

lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex. 

Interactive Journals 

Wisconsin 
State Standards 

Strand 
Language 

 Vocabulary
Acquisition and 
use 

Grade Level 
K-5

Purpose 
Use with students 
to support 
acquisition of new 
vocabulary words: 
explicitly teach the 
meaning of new 
words through 
keyword visuals 

When to Use 
Before Reading 
During Reading 
After Reading  

Grouping 
Whole Group 
Small Group 

Partners 
Individuals 

http://www.wisconsinrticenter.org/home.html


Interactive Journals 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Examples of Interactive Journals are compiled by Sally Creel, K-5 Science Supervisor, Cobb County Schools, 
Sally.creel@cobbk12.org and were accessed 11 July 2013 at http://cicobb.typepad.com/files/vocabulary-notebook.pdf.   
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