
ABOUT THE STRATEGY 
SEMANTIC MAPS is a word learning strategy that helps students learn unfamiliar 
words by graphically representing the concepts. Semantic maps provide a graphic 
structure of the knowledge to be used as the basis for organizing new ideas as they 
are understood.  It assumes that there are multiple relations between a concept and 
the knowledge that is associated with the concept. The major purpose of the 
semantic map is to allow students to organize their prior knowledge into these 
formal relations and thus to provide themselves a basis for understanding what they 
are about to read and study.  Research shows that it is effective with discussion and 
when it is used before reading a text.   Word learning requires multiple exposures to 
the word within meaningful contexts.     

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE STRATEGY 
 Select a word.

 Establish the purpose of the strategy.

 Prior to reading, provide students with a semantic map and use a think-aloud as
you model the process of using the semantic map to illustrate the relations
between the concept and the knowledge that is associated with the concept.

 Write the selected word that is the main focus of the map in the center of the
map.

 Off the selected word, brainstorm ideas that help explain or clarify the main
concept. These can be generated through collaborative discussions.

 Off the initial brainstorm, add supporting information – details, inferences, and
generalization that supports or clarifies the ideas. These can be generated
through collaborative discussions.

 After reading, revisit the semantic map and add/revise information.

MEASURING PROGRESS 
 Teacher observation

 Conferencing

 Student work
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Wisconsin
State Standards  

Strand 
Language 

 Vocabulary 
Acquisition and 
Use 

Grade Level 
K-5

Purpose 
Use with students 
to support 
vocabulary 
development: 
explicitly teach and 
introduce new 
words 

When to Use 
Before Reading 

Grouping 
Whole Group 
Small Group 

Partners 
Individuals

http://www.wisconsinrticenter.org/home.html


Word 

Name: ___________________________________ 

Semantic Map 
 

Before reading a text, write the selected word that is the main focus of the map in the center of the map.  Off the selected 
word, brainstorm ideas that help explain or clarify the main concept. Off the initial brainstorm, add supporting information 
– details, inferences, and generalization that supports or clarifies the ideas.  After reading, revisit the semantic map and 
add/revise information. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


