
ABOUT THE STRATEGY 
COLUMN NOTES is a graphic organizer that allows students to analyze and synthesize 
information from one or more sources.   Column notes provide enough structure for students 
to record important information but enough flexibility so students can use them to take 
notes on information from any type of text in any format.   Educators should choose the 
format for the column notes that is most appropriate for the needs of their classroom and 
should check students’ notes and provide feedback to students regularly.  Students can use 
words and/or illustrations to record their ideas.  Students synthesize the main idea of the 
notes by writing a one-sentence summary at the end of the notes.  Column notes is used 
during and after reading, listening to, or viewing texts.    

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE STRATEGY 
 Identify the format for the column notes that is most appropriate for the task and the

classroom.

 Once you decide on the format, establish expectations:
1. When will students use the column notes?
2. What do exemplar column notes look like?
3. When will you view the column notes and provide students feedback?

 Establish the purpose of the column notes.

 Either model for the students how to set up the column notes or provide students with
the column notes:  Ideas from the Text-Reaction Notes, Main Idea-Detail Notes, Opinion-
Proof Notes, Hypothesis-Proof Notes, Problem-Solution Notes, Process Notes, and
Multiple Sources Notes; scaffold as needed.

 Model how to complete the column notes; scaffold as needed.
o Write the purpose for reading, viewing, or listening at the top of the page.
o Divide the paper into columns and label the columns.
o Record information from the texts in the appropriate columns.
o Synthesize the main idea of the notes by writing a one-sentence summary at the

end of the notes.

MEASURING PROGRESS 
 Teacher observation

 Conferring

 Graphic organizer post-reading as assessment
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Information Technology Solutions 

IN TE RNE T SE CU R ITY  

Sit amet, consec tetuer  

adipiscing elit, sed diam 

nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt 

ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam. 

N E TWOR K  P RO TE CTION  

Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, 

quis nostrud exerci tation  

ullamcorper.Et iusto odio  

dignissim qui blandit 

praeseptatum zzril delenit

augue duis dolore te feugait 

nulla adipiscing elit, sed diam 

nonummy nibh. 

 

PERSONAL FIREW ALLS 

Tincidunt ut laoreet dolore 

magna aliquam erat volut pat. Ut 

wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis 

exerci tation ullamcorper cipit 

lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex. 

Column Notes 

Wisconsin 
State Standards 

Reading:  
Informational Texts 
­ Integration of 

Knowledge and 
Ideas 

 
Grade Level 

6-12 
 

 
Purpose 

Use with students 
to support 
comprehension: 
integrate ideas 
across and between 
texts  
 

When to Use  
During Reading 
After Reading 

Grouping 
Whole Group 
Small Group 

Partners 
Individuals 

http://www.wisconsinrticenter.org/home.html


Column Notes 
Set up the column notes:  Ideas from the Text-Reaction Notes, Main Idea-Detail Notes, Opinion-Proof Notes, 
Hypothesis-Proof Notes, Problem-Solution Notes, Process Notes, and Multiple Sources Notes; Divide the paper into 
columns and label the columns. Write the purpose for reading, viewing, or listening at the top of the page.  Record 
information from the texts in the appropriate columns.  Synthesize the main idea of the notes by writing a one-
sentence summary at the end of the notes. 

Purpose for reading/viewing/listening: 

Ideas from the Text 
(Cite text and page numbers) 

Reaction 

Summary: 

Purpose for reading/viewing/listening: 

Main Idea 
(Cite text and page numbers) 

Supporting Details 

Summary: 



Purpose for reading/viewing/listening: 
 
 

Opinion  
(Isolate statements of 

opinion, bias or limited point 
of view) 

Proof 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Summary: 
 

 
Purpose for reading/viewing/listening: 
 

Hypothesis 
 (Identify predictions or 

theories) 

Proof (Evaluate the evidence offered for each proof) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Summary: 
 

 
Purpose for reading/viewing/listening: 
 

Problem  
(Identify the nature, causes, 

and effects of a problem) 

Solution 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Summary: 
 



 
Purpose for reading/viewing/listening: 
 

Process  
(Describe a process) 

Steps (Outline the specific steps) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Summary: 
 

 
Purpose for reading/viewing/listening: 

 

Main Idea  Source 1 
 (Cite text and page 

number) 

Source 2 
(Cite text and page 

number) 

Conclusions  
Record your own opinions, 

observations, thoughts, 
and experiences) 

 
 
 
 
 

   

Summary: 
 

 


