
ABOUT THE STRATEGY 
The INQUIRY CHART (I-CHART) is a graphic organizer that allows students to gather 
information about a topic from several sources. Teachers design the I-chart around 
several questions about a topic. Students read or listen to several sources on the 
topic and record answers to the posed questions within the I-chart.  Different 
answers from various perspectives can be explored as a class.  It is used during and 
after reading texts.  This strategy helps students integrate ideas from several sources. 

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE STRATEGY 
 Establish the purpose of the I-Chart.

 Provide students with a blank I-Chart and assist students with a topic selection or
provide the pre-selected topic.

 Engage students in forming questions about the topics.  Place those questions at
the top of each individual column.

 Record any information students already know in the next row.

 Record each source and the key ideas pulled from the sources in the rows.
 Record any questions that you have about the information in the last column

(e.g., something that is confusing, missing, or conflicting).

MEASURING PROGRESS 
 Teacher observation

 Conferring

 Graphic organizer post-reading as assessment
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Information Technology Solutions 

IN TE RNE T SE CU R ITY  

Sit amet, consec tetuer  

adipiscing elit, sed diam 

nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt 

ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam. 

N E TWOR K  P RO TE CTION  

Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, 

quis nostrud exerci tation  

ullamcorper.Et iusto odio  

dignissim qui blandit 

praeseptatum zzril delenit

augue duis dolore te feugait 

nulla adipiscing elit, sed diam 

nonummy nibh. 

 

PERSONAL FIREW ALLS 

Tincidunt ut laoreet dolore 

magna aliquam erat volut pat. Ut 

wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis 

exerci tation ullamcorper cipit 

lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex. 

Inquiry Chart (I-Chart) 

Wisconsin 
State Standards 

Reading:  
Informational Texts 
­ Integration of 

Knowledge and 
Ideas 

 
Grade Level 

K-5 
 

 
Purpose 

Use with students 
to support 
comprehension: 
integrate ideas 
across and between 
texts  
 

When to Use  
During Reading 
After Reading 

Grouping 
Whole Group 
Small Group 

Partners 
Individuals 

http://www.wisconsinrticenter.org/home.html


Name: ___________________________________ 

Inquiry Chart (I-Chart) 
Select a topic for inquiry.  Form questions about the topic.  Place those questions at the top of each individual column.   
Record any information you already know in the next row.  Record each source and the key ideas pulled from the sources in 
the rows.  Record any questions that you have about the information (e.g., something that is confusing, missing, or 
conflicting).   

Topic Question 1 Question 2 Question 3 
What questions do I have? 

What do I already know? 

Source 1 

Source 2 

Source 3 

Source 4 


