
 

ABOUT THE STRATEGY 
QUESTION THE AUTHOR (QtA) is a question answering and generating strategy that 
improves comprehension by helping students pose questions while reading a given text, 
helping to solidify their knowledge and challenge their understanding.  QtA is used 
during reading.  This strategy supports comprehension as students critique the authors’ 
writing while engaging in discussions and interactions within the classroom. 

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE STRATEGY 
 Select a text and decide on stopping points where you think students need to stop,

think, and gain a deeper understanding of the text.

 Create questions that can be asked of the students at each stopping point to
encourage deeper understanding:

o Initial Questions (to open a discussion): Does this make sense to you?  What
do you think the author is attempting to say here?

o Follow-up Questions (to help students connect emerging meanings with their
perceptions of author intention and with other ideas in the text): Why do
you think the author chose to use this phrase or wording in this specific
spot?  Did the author explain this clearly?  Did the author tell us why?  Why
do you think the author tells us this now?

 Introduce the strategy and establish its purpose.

 Read a short passage aloud to your students and model how to answer the
questions, using a think aloud.

 Facilitate the discussion, encouraging students to answer and ask questions.

MEASURING PROGRESS 
 Teacher observation

 Conferring

 Student journaling
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Information Technology Solutions 

IN TE RNE T SE CU R ITY  

Sit amet, consec tetuer 

adipiscing elit, sed diam 

nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt 

ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam. 

N E TWOR K  P RO TE CTION  

Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam,

quis nostrud exerci tation  

ullamcorper.Et iusto odio  

dignissim qui blandit 

praeseptatum zzril delenit 

augue duis dolore te feugait 

nulla adipiscing elit, sed diam 

nonummy nibh. 

PERSONAL FIREW ALLS 

Tincidunt ut laoreet dolore 

magna aliquam erat volut pat. Ut 

wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis 

exerci tation ullamcorper cipit 

lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex. 
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Wisconsin State 
Standards 

Strand  
Reading: Literature 
- Craft and

Structure 

Grade Level 
K-5

Purpose 
Use question 
answering and 
generating with 
students to support 
comprehension 

When to Use 
During Reading 

Grouping 
Whole Group 
Small Group 

Partners 
Individuals 

http://www.wisconsinrticenter.org/home.html


Name: ______________________________ 

Question the Author (QtA) 
 

While reading a text, critique the authors’ writing through generating and answering a series of questions, discussing with 
others, and revising your thinking.  

 

Question My Thoughts with 
Evidence from the Text 

Others’ Thoughts with 
Evidence from the Text 

Revised Thinking 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 


