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Overview

This sequence of informational writing prompts gives students the opportunity to explore
their local place through place-based education principles while gaining practice with the
informational writing genre as assessed on the Wisconsin Forward Exam.

While the lessons are stand alone and not tied to any particular curriculum or unit, they
emphasize the concept of the “Place Prism,” which defines a place through the lenses of
ecology, economy, and culture through time (see the Teton Science Schools website for
more). These lessons were developed in a school with a place-based education curriculum
but could be adapted to any context.

This unit focuses on Wisconsin standards:

W.7.2.b Write informative text that examines a topic and conveys ideas, concepts,
and information through the selection and organization of relevant content by
introducing and developing a topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions,
concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples, organizing ideas,
concepts, and information into broader categories; include formatting (e.g.,
headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding
comprehension.

W.8.2.b Write informative/explanatory text, examine a topic and convey ideas,
concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of
relevant content by introducing and developing a topic with relevant, well-chosen
facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples,
organizing ideas, concepts, and information into broader categories; include
formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when
useful to aiding comprehension..

Lesson Sequence Overview

Lesson One: What is Unique about our Place?
Goal: Students write a paragraph explaining their community to a newcomer. (Day
with text-based writing prompt.)

Lesson Two: Why Know our Place?
Goal: Students write about why they should know about their Place. (Day with
stand-alone writing prompt.)


https://www.tetonscience.org/about/place-based-education/

Lesson Three: Ecological Place
Goal: Students about their place through an ecological lens. (Day with text-based
writing prompt.)

Lesson Four: Cultural Place
Goal: Students write about their place through the cultural place lens. (Day with
text-based writing prompt.)

Lesson Five: Economic Place
Goal: Students write about their place through the economic place lens. (Day with
text-based writing prompt.)

Lesson Six: Bringing it All Together
Goal: Students describe how their thinking has changed through the unit. (Day with
text-based writing prompt.)



Lesson One: What is Unique About our Place?

Lesson Focus:

Concept of Place

Learning Intention:

Students write a paragraph explaining their community to a newcomer.

Materials:

e Paper and pencil

Activities

e Discussion
e Respond to the prompt

Lesson:

1. Students areintroduced to the concept of Place and discuss their local Place at
multiple scales: School Community, Town/City, School District, County, etc. The
class brainstorms the aspects of their community that are unique or unusual
compared to other places.

2. Students will using the brainstormed list above write to the following prompt:

Choose one unique thing about our community. Write one paragraph explaining it
for someone who is new to our community. Be sure to introduce your topic, use
descriptive words and details, and include a concluding statement.



Lesson Two: Why Know our Place?

Lesson Focus:
Understanding the why of Place-Based Education

Learning Intention:

Students write about why they should know about their Place.

Materials:

e Place-Based Learning: Using Your Location as a Classroom video
e Paper and pencil

Activities:

e Video
e Discussion
e Respond tothe prompt

Lesson:

1. Students watch a short video from Edutopia about a place-based education
program in Maryland and discuss why Place-Based Education is valuable for
learners.

2. Students will write to the following prompt:

Write one paragraph explaining why it is important to learn about our Place. Be
sure to introduce your topic, use descriptive words and details, and include a
concluding statement.


https://youtu.be/Q3ij_dFpZgw?si=TLZQ_KQeNDTWi_xZ

Lesson Three: Ecological Place

Lesson Focus:

Understanding ecological place

Learning Intention:

Students write about their place through this ecological lens.

Materials:

Paper and Pencil

Activities

e Discussion
e Respond tothe prompt

Lesson:

1. Studentsdiscuss local natural habitats and the plants and animals that live there.
This lesson could tie into additional research on local ecosystems, and may require
additional teacher instruction, depending on students’ prior knowledge. Consider
collaborating with your librarian and/or science colleagues.

2. Students will write to the following prompt.

Write one paragraph describing a natural habitat in our area and explain how the
plants and animals that live there depend on each other for survival. Be sure to
introduce your topic, use descriptive words and details, and include a concluding
statement.



Lesson Four: Cultural Place

Lesson Focus:

Understanding cultural place

Learning Intention:

Students write about their place through the cultural place lens.

Materials:

Paper and pencil

Activities:

e Discussion
e Respond tothe prompt

Lesson:

1. Studentsdiscuss local traditions and events that are unique or special in their
community. This lesson could tie into additional research on the history or
significance of those traditions and events. Consider collaborating with your
librarian or social studies colleagues.

2. Students will write to the following prompt:

Write one paragraph describing a unique cultural tradition or event in our
community and explain its significance to the people who live here. Be sure to
introduce your topic, use descriptive words and details, and include a concluding
statement.



Lesson Five: Economic Place

Lesson Focus:

Understanding economic place.

Learning Intention:

Students write about their place through the economic place lens.

Materials:

Paper and pencil

Activities:

e Discussion
e Respond tothe prompt

Lesson:

1. Studentsdiscuss local organizations that contribute to the community in
significant ways. This lesson could tie into additional research on local
organizations, and may require additional teacher instruction, depending on
students’ prior knowledge. Consider collaborating with your librarian, mathematics
and CTE colleagues.

2. Students will write to the following prompt:

Write one paragraph explaining how a local organization contributes to the overall
well-being of our community. Be sure to introduce your topic, use descriptive
words and details, and include a concluding statement.



Lesson Six: Bringing it All Together

Lesson Focus:

Bring all of the lessons together

Learning Intention:
Students describe how their thinking has changed through the unit.

Materials:

e Paper and pencil
e Single Point Rubric for Informative Writing

Activities:

e Discussion
e Respond tothe prompt
e Assess writing with rubric

Lesson:

1. Students discuss what they already knew about their Place going into this lesson
sequence and what they might have learned about their Place that was new or
surprising.

2. Students will write to the following prompt. If desired, provide students with a
copy of the rubric to assess their writing.

Write one paragraph explaining something about our community that you
previously took for granted or overlooked but now appreciate. Be sure to
introduce your topic, use descriptive words and details, and include a concluding
statement.


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rP30CglXYGR6iJY9XuWHQVgKynsRZ9dZWDuKieWHDQ0/edit?usp=drive_link
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