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Objectives

• To review requirements for parent and family engagement 
in federal Title I law under ESSA. 

• To identify funding to support family engagement. 

• To learn high impact family engagement activities.

• To learn additional resources for family engagement.
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The goal of this presentation is to offer an overview v. deep dive into the family engagement requirements of Title I, Part A, as well as present selected ideas and resources for school staff to use. 



Belief Statement

“We believe all parents want their children to learn and to succeed 
in school. Families are a source of strength and knowledge. 

Families are best able to help their children do well in school when 
schools accept families as they are and make frequent efforts to 
know, listen to, and learn from parents.”

From State Superintendent Tony Evers’ Parent Advisory Council:
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This statement reflects families’ deep desire for children to succeed in school; to be accepted by staff for who they are; and to be respected for what knowledge they offer about their child. The council is composed of up to 20 parents, from districts across the state, who meet three times a year to learn about and offer a parent perspective on state education initiatives.  For more information visit https://dpi.wi.gov/pac. 



Section 1116 of ESSA
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Section 1116 of ESSA Title I, Part A specifies what districts and schools using Title I funds must do to meet family engagement requirements. Formerly, Section 1118 of ESEA. 



Title I-A Family Engagement Requirements

• Needs assessment involving families and community

• School and district policies

• School-Family Compacts 

• “Right to know” public and parents’ reporting requirement

• Annual Title I parent/family meeting

• Annual assessment of the effectiveness of family engagement

• Build parent and family capacity to support student learning through training, 
information, and coordination activities 
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This is a brief summary of the major family engagement requirements for Title I schools and districts in Section 1116. 



Family Engagement: What’s New in ESSA?

District policy: 

• may include meaningful consultation with employers, business leaders,  
philanthropic organizations, or individuals with expertise, and 

• may establish a parent advisory board of representative parents or family members 
to develop, revise, and review the family engagement policy.

District funds shall strengthen family engagement in at least one way:
• professional development for teachers

• home-based programs

• disseminating information

• collaborating with community organizations, including subgrants to schools

• other activities that support district policy  
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ESSA asks districts and schools to develop policy and plans with many stakeholders and family members representative of the student population. 



Sources to Fund Family Engagement

• IDEA Special Education

• Title I-A

• Title I-C Migrant Education

• Title I-D, Subpart 2 
(Neglected and Delinquent)    

• Title II – Professional 
Development 

• Title III- English Language 
Learners

• 21st Century Learning Grants 
(Title IV Community Learning 
Centers)

• Community Partners

• Local Foundations,  PTA/PTO

• Local, State and District Funds
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Districts must reserve at least 1% of Title I, Part A funds to conduct family engagement activities. In addition, districts may want to explore how they fund family engagement with other sources of federal, community, private, and foundation funding.  



Allowed Use of Title I Family Engagement Funds

• Take-Home Learning Materials

• Event Childcare 

• Teacher Training

• Speakers

• Parent Enrichment

• Parent Liaison Positions

• Home Visits

• Contracted Translation

• Parent Transportation

• Supplies (Event - Light Snacks)

• Supplies (Event - General Supplies) 
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Title I funds can be used to enable and encourage families to attend school events; equip school staff with knowledge and skills to work with families; and build families’ skills and confidence in working with teachers and with child at home, for school success.  Schoolwide Title I programs can use funding for all children and families; targeted programs can use funding only for children receiving Title I services. 



USDE Family-School Partnerships Framework

“Future policy and programming in family engagement 

should focus on building and enhancing the capacity of 

school/program staff and families to partner in ways 

that support student achievement and development, as 

well as school improvement.” 
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In 2013, the US Department of Education (USDE) released a framework calling for schools to equip staff with the knowledge and skills to collaborate with families in helping students learn, in addition to strengthening families’ skills for helping children succeed in school.  Research shows schools that increased student achievement and overall school improvement had strong leadership, great teachers and a student-centered learning environment, in addition to effective family-community engagement.  



USDE Dual Capacity-Building Framework

https://www2.ed.gov/documents/
family-community/partners-
education.pdf
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Graphic of the USDE Dual Capacity-Building Framework for Family-School Partnerships. The frameworks calls for building the capacities of both teachers/school staff and of families.Note:  Outcomes for each are listed near the bottom.



Moving from Parent Involvement 
to Family Engagement
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Graphic compares how schools conducted parent involvement under ESEA compared to how ESSA is asking schools to engage families.  It correlates to the elements of Opportunity Conditions in the USDE Dual Capacity-Building Framework for Family-School Partnerships.Adapted from: U.S. Department of Education. 2010. "Setting the Stage: Reframing Family and Community Engagement." https://www.sedl.org/connections/engagement_forum/setting-the-stage.pdf (accessed December 14, 2017).



Family Engagement Doesn’t Just Happen

“The strongest, most consistent predictors of whether 

parents are involved at home and school are the 

specific school programs and teacher practices that 

encourage and guide parents to become involved.”

-- Dr. Joyce Epstein, Johns Hopkins University
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Districts must be purposeful and structured in seeking to engage all families. Without specific programs and practices to engage them, only some families will become engaged.  



District Strategies for Effective Engagement 

https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/engaging-
families/Family-Engagement-Handout.pdf
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Districts should strive to engage families in these four areas. The handout from DPI is available at https://dpi.wi.gov/engaging-families/communication-tools.In addition, research shows that family engagement helps increase student achievement when schools:use multiple family engagement strategies,identify a goal of increasing family engagement, and tailor family engagement strategies to the specific population. From How Family, School, and Community Engagement Can Improve Student Achievement and Influence School Reform . 

https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/engaging-families/Family-Engagement-Handout.pdf


Some Practices Increase Student Learning
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Strategies determine outcomes. Some family engagement strategies may build parent-teacher relationships or enhance home-school communication. Schools seeking to improve student achievement may want to implement strategies that connect families to learning.   



What is High-Impact Family Engagement?

High-impact family and community 

engagement is collaborative, culturally 

responsive, and focused on improving 

children’s learning.

From https://nafsce.site-ym.com/page/definition
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One of our objectives today is to examine high-impact family engagement strategies. This definition of high-impact family engagement is from the National Association for Family, School and  Community Engagement (NAFSCE). 



Examples of High-Impact Family Engagement

• Coordinate home visits, community walks, and class meetings.

• Share data with families about student skill levels.

• Model effective teaching practices. 

• Listen to families talk about children; differentiate instruction.

• Incorporate content from families’ home cultures into classroom 
lessons.

• Align family engagement activities with school improvement goals.          

From https://nafsce.site-ym.com/page/definition
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High-impact family and community engagement is collaborative, culturally responsive, and focused on improving children’s learning.



Focus Areas for High-Impact Strategies

• Building Staff Capacity

• Welcoming Families

• Families as Assets

• Community Partners
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It is helpful to consider family engagement strategies in each of these areas, important for high-impact family and community engagement. This is not an exhaustive list. There are many other focus areas and possible strategies. Following are a few ideas.   



“Building Staff Capacity” Ideas

• Staff training: model learning activities for families

• Community agency reps share changing dynamics 
of/opportunities for families

• Family panel presents at teacher in-service: what we like 
about/need from our school

• Staff together complete Promoting Excellence for All eCourse
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From the USDE Framework document: “A common refrain from educators is that they have a strong desire to work with families from diverse backgrounds and cultures, and to develop stronger partnerships…but that they do not know how to accomplish this…. Staff need to be committed to working as partners with families and must believe in the value of such partnerships for improving student learning.” https://www2.ed.gov/documents/family-community/partners-education.pdf 

https://dpi.wi.gov/excforall/ecourse


“Welcoming Families” Ideas

• Friendly staff hallway/office etiquette

• Culturally responsive and engaging visuals

• Orientation: school tour, calendar of events, staff 
introductions (with pictures)

• Acknowledging new and exiting families

• Invite the whole family to special events 
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From the USDE Framework document: “No meaningful family engagement can be established until relationships of trust are established between home and school…. A focus on relationship building is especially important…where there has been a history of mistrust…or negative past experiences…. The relationship between home and school serves as the foundation for shared learning…and for the continued participation of families and staff.” https://www2.ed.gov/documents/family-community/partners-education.pdf  



“Families as Assets” Ideas

• Identify and use families’ skills and hobbies to enrich 
student and staff experiences.

• Reserve conference time for teachers to listen to parents 
talk about their children.

• Invite families to be part of school planning processes 
(professional development, school leadership teams).

• Encourage all families to support classroom learning,  
field trips, and programs.
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From the USDE Framework document: Capacity-building efforts provide opportunities for school staff and families “to think differently about themselves….empowering and enabling participants to be confident, active, knowledgeable, and informed stakeholders in the transformation of their schools and neighborhoods.” https://www2.ed.gov/documents/family-community/partners-education.pdf



“Community Partners” Ideas

• District policy development with employers, business leaders, and 
philanthropic organizations

• Parent Advisory Boards: Title I districts and schools

• District subgrants to Title I schools to collaborate with employers /groups 

• School-Family-Community Roundtables

• Public library visits and resource coordination

• Healthcare and  social service organizations

A District Guide to ESSA and the Importance of Stakeholder Engagement
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Family Roundtable ideas: STEM, attendance, LGBTQ students. Participants hear from 1-3 authorities. Roundtables of all group members discuss, listen, and share out on the issue. Summarize main ideas/needs and/or identify next steps.  From the USDE Framework document: “Staff and families need access to social capital through strong, cross-cultural networks built on trust and respect. These networks should include family-teacher relationships, parent-parent relationships, and connections with community agencies and services.”https://www2.ed.gov/documents/family-community/partners-education.pdf   

http://partnersforeachandeverychild.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/P4_District-Guide_12.11.16.pdf


Family Engagement Resources

Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction:

• Title I Family Engagement page: https://dpi.wi.gov/title-i/family-engagement

• Engaging with Families: Title I Family Engagment: https://dpi.wi.gov/engaging-families

• Family Engagement videos: https://dpi.wi.gov/title-i/title-i-shorts

• Promoting Excellence for All eCourse: https://dpi.wi.gov/excforall

Global Family Research Project: https://globalfrp.org/ 

National Network of Partnership Schools: https://new.every1graduates.org/national-network-of-
partnership-school

National PTA: https://www.pta.org/home/family-resources

Flamboyan Foundation: http://flamboyanfoundation.org/focus/family-engagement/

https://dpi.wi.gov/title-i/family-engagement
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http://flamboyanfoundation.org/focus/family-engagement/
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