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Educating Limited-English Proficient Students:  Sources of Supplemental Funding





Local school districts have the primary responsibility to meet the educational needs of their English language learner (ELL) student populations.  As the number of Wisconsin’s ELLs grows, so does the need to find additional funding sources to support their supplemental instructional needs.  The following will outline the major federal and state funding sources to assist local school districts in meeting the educational needs of their diverse student populations.  However, it is important to note that these funds may only be used to supplement a district’s program for ELLs and may not supplant it.





Federal Funds





English Language Acquisition:  Title III-A of the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act of 2001 provides federal monies to local school districts as formula grants to implement supplemental instructional programs for ELLs.  These funds may be used to pay for personnel salaries, instructional materials, parent involvement activities and professional development. Grant applications are part of each district’s ESEA Consolidated application (and online application) and are reviewed by Title III staff at the Department of Public Instruction.  Announcements regarding the Title III-A funded program, deadlines, regulations, and requirements are published in the Federal Register and are also distributed by the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction.  For additional information, contact Seree Weroha, Title III Director and Education Consultant, Bilingual/ESL Education Program, 608.266.7292.





Immigrant Children and Youth Grant:  Title III, NCLB, also provides additional financial assistance to local school districts with immigrant students.  Funds flow through state educational agencies in the form of discretionary grants.   For purposes of this program, the term “immigrant children” is defined as children who were not born in this country and who have been attending schools in one or more states for less than three complete academic years.  In order for a local school district to qualify for Immigrant Children and Youth Grant funds, the district must apply to the Department of Public Instruction using form PI-2976.  For a copy of the form and instructions, go to:  www.dpi.wi.gov/ell/grants-aid.html.  For additional information, please contact Seree Weroha, Title III Director and Education Consultant, Bilingual/ESL Education Program, 608.266.7292.





Migrant Education:  Title I, Part C (Education of Migratory Children) of the Improving America’s Schools Act (IASA) provides funds to state educational agencies for making statewide needs assessments and discretionary subgrants to applicant school districts for the purposes of expanding, improving, and coordinating instructional and supportive services and programs for migratory children.  Migrant Education Program funds can be used by local school districts following a needs assessment to overcome the migratory-related issues of educational disruption, cultural and language barriers, social isolation, health-related problems, and other factors that inhibit a migratory child’s ability to succeed in school and to benefit from state and local systemic educational reform. A “migratory child” is defined as a child who is, or whose parent, spouse or guardian is, a migratory agricultural worker, and who, in the preceding 36 months, in order to obtain temporary or seasonal employment in agricultural or fishing work, has moved across state boundaries or from one school district to another.  There are no language, ethnic, or national origin requirements for children in order to qualify for being counted as a migratory child.  For additional information, please contact the department’s Title I Migrant Education Program Team. 





Title I of the Improving America’s Schools Act:  Title I, Part A (Improving Basic Programs Operated by Local Educational Agencies) of the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act of 2001 provides supplemental instruction to disadvantaged students who are at risk of not meeting the state’s challenging content and performance standards.  Emphasis is placed on high academic standards with aligned curriculum, assessment, and professional development.  In eligible buildings, limited-English proficient students qualify for Title I services on the same basis as other children identified to receive services.  There are two types of programs under Title I, Part A: schoolwide programs and targeted assistance programs. The intent of schoolwide programs is to improve the instructional program of an entire school so that all children, including limited-English proficient children, benefit.  In targeted assistance schools, limited-English proficient students are to be identified for services on the same basis as other children.  For additional information, please contact the department’s Title I Team.





(Federal funding information adapted from:  Iowa Department of Education, (1996).  Educating Iowa’s limited-English proficient students.  Des Moines, IA:  Iowa Department of Education.)








State Funds





Bilingual/Bicultural State Aids:  According to s.115.995, Wis. Stats., a school district may receive state categorical aids to reimburse a portion of the approved costs of its bilingual/bicultural education program.  In order to receive the state reimbursement, a district must have concentrations of students of a given language as set forth in the s.115.97, Wis. Stats.  The state aids may be used for personnel salaries and special books and resources used in the program, and other expenses as approved by the state superintendent.  For additional information, please contact Tolu Sanabria, Education Specialist, Bilingual/ESL Program, at 608.267.9235.








