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Wisconsin’s Refugee School Impact Grant
Notice Inviting Applications for 2016-17
Notice to applicants: The purpose of this grant is to assist refugee children in improving their academic performance and social adjustment to school. The grant will allow Local Education Agencies (LEAs) to enhance educational opportunities for newly arrived refugees. 

The Office of Refugee Resettlement (ORR) designates newly-arrived refugee children as those that have been in the country for one year or less, are between the ages of 5 and 18, and are eligible for services. Refugee students who have been in the country less than 5 years at the beginning of the school year and have academic and social adjustment needs are eligible for services by the Refugee School Impact (RSI) grant. ORR recognizes that in some states, the age limit for high school education is older than 18 and, as such, may allow those eligible refugee students who are full-time high school students to be eligible for services under this announcement. Services must be inclusive of all refugees, including LGBT populations that may be going through gender identification issues and thereby school adjustment issues.
Priority Funding: Localities with fewer resources and a higher concentration of newly arrived ORR-served youth in the local schools.
Invitational PRIORITIES:

· Summer/After school programs

· Parent training

· Training to instructional personnel, tutors, educators and volunteers 

· Activities coordinated with Community-Based Organizations (CBO), and Institutions of Higher Education, (IHE)

· Newcomer programs/activities

· Programming that supports the integration of ORR-served youth into school systems.
Range of Awards: Award amounts factor in number of students and identified need. Award estimates between $15,000 and $45,000). Awards subject to funding availability.
Project period: October 1, 2016 to September 30, 2017
Application form: PI-2975 is required
Deadline for application submittal: January 10, 2017
Awarding of Funds: Grant awards will be announced by February 15, 2017
Notes: 
· Grant award money shall not be used for a new hire, unless that person directly supports the new programs and/or activities proposed in the grant.  If so, the hiring of new staff shall not exceed more than 20% of the grant proposal total funds.
· Administration costs of the grant should not exceed 2% (administrative costs and indirect costs).

Allowable Activities

· English as a Second Language instruction; 

· Development or implementation of culturally and linguistically appropriate materials, such as special curricula or activities, translation services, and interpreter services;
· Utilization of school curricula that encourage optimum learning and acquisition of necessary skills;

· Implementation of specialized approaches suited for newly arriving ORR-served populations, such as mentoring programs, cultural orientation, refugee parents/teacher meetings, and school orientation;
· Development of flexible scheduling during and outside school hours, such as after-school classes, weekend tutorials, and online assistance;
· Creation of after-school/summer programs that support remedial work, complete assignments or promote school readiness;

· Nurturing connections between schools and parents and families through home, school and community partnerships; 

· Providing interpreter and translation services for parent/teacher meetings and conferences;

· Supporting Bilingual/bi-cultural counselors and aides;

· Training staff on refugee culture and use of special teaching materials;

· Programs enhancing linguistic and cultural competence in service provision.

Eligible applicants: Eligible applicants for sub-grants from the WDPI include local educational agencies (LEAs) and Community Base Organization (CBOs). 

Legislative Authority: ORR provides funds, to the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction (DPI) via the Department of Children and Family Services to cover costs to local educational agencies that are impacted by significant numbers of refugee children. State departments of education may make a case for whatever purpose(s) they deem most appropriate. This program is authorized by section 412(c)(1)(A)(iii) of the Immigration and Naturalization Act [ U.S.C. 15522(b)(5)], Department of Health and Human Services (Pub.L. No. 105-177).
For further information contact: 
Audrey Lesondak, Audrey.Lesondak@dpi.wi.gov  608-266-7292
Carolyn Kiefer, Carolyn.Kiefer@dpi.wi.gov  608-264-9325
Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction 
Refugee School Impact Grant Program

Content and Learning Team

125 South Webster Street, Madison, WI 53707-7841
PROGRAM NARRATIVE:

Based on the program description above for the Refugee School Impact Grant Program, please provide a summary narrative (no more than 1 page) describe your proposed activities and how they will provide enhanced opportunities for the Refugee School Impact Grant. Complete the Activities section of the form and budget.  
Activities: List the supplemental activity selected (e.g., after-school tutoring and mentoring program). You may choose more than one activity. 

(a) Project Need 
· Demographic data including number of refugee children to be served and number of languages. Provide a data table showing a significant increase of refugee children for at least a two-year period.

·  Comparison of academic achievement data of refugee children and their English speaking peers as measured by reliable and valid tests or assessment instruments.

· Performance data on English proficiency and literacy skills as measured by reliable and valid tests or assessment instruments.

·  Summary of clearly specified needs including, but not limited to, the following areas: (1) academic achievement; (2) English language development; (3) native language support in content area instruction; (4) capacity building (professional development); (5) social and emotional support; and (6) parent/family engagement. 

(b)  Project Design/Project Plan
· Description of program activity/ies: Include a listing of goals and expected outcomes that are clearly specified and, to the extent possible, measurable with reliable tool. E.g. evaluation tool, survey, academic and English Language proficiency assessments.  

· The extent to which the proposed project is designed to build capacity/staff development and yield results that extend beyond the period of grant. 

· The extent to which the proposed project will be collaborated with institutions of higher education, community-based organizations and resources, and state and federal resources. 

(c) Scope of work and timeline: List the major steps to carry out the proposed activities and the associated timeline of the project or activity. Budget should align with work scope. 
(d) Project evaluation: 
· Description of outcomes that are clearly specified and, to the extent possible, measurable with reliable tool. E.g. evaluation tool, survey, academic and English Language proficiency assessments. 

· Describe the process that is in place for evaluating the effectiveness of the project or activity supported with the Refugee School Impact Grant. 

The Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction does not discriminate on the basis of sex, race, color, religion, creed, age, national origin, ancestry, pregnancy, marital status or parental status, sexual orientation, or disability.
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