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	Teacher Certification Requirements under Bilingual-Bicultural Education Statute
[ss.115.95-115.996, Wis. Stats.] 


s. 115.97(5)(a-b), Wis. Stats. States:  Except as provided under par. (b), if a school board is required to establish a bilingual-bicultural education program under sub. (2), (3), or (4)
, but bilingual teachers for the language groups are unavailable, the program may be taught by certified teachers of English as a 2nd language upon receipt of approval of the state superintendent.  The state superintendent may approve a program under this paragraph only if the school board demonstrates all of the following:
1. Compliance with all other requirements of this subchapter.
2. A good faith, continuing effort to recruit bilingual teachers for the language group.
3. Employment of at least one bilingual teacher’s aide in the program.

(b) Paragraph (a) does not apply to a program for Spanish-speaking pupils.
[emphasis added]
� These refer to the requirement to establish a program when minimum numbers of English language learners (ELLs) from a given language population are in the district’s schools in the following grade clusters:  10 students in K-3; 20 students in 4-8; or 20 students in 9-12, (paragraphs 2-4, respectively).


� For plan approval, it has been determined that there should be a bilingual aide in each building serving eligible ELLs, though not necessarily 1 FTE.





