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President's Message
Article by Cheyenne Mackai, State President

Hello Wisconsin FBLA!

| hope you all enjoyed the Regional Leadership Conferences held on February 7th, and that you are
looking forward to the State Leadership Conference. In La Crosse on April 13-14, members will have
opportunities to compete in events, participate in workshops, attend tours, and learn more about FBLA
in La Crosse through a digital scavenger hunt!

This year, a digital code will be assigned to each activity. This code will be used for members to claim
digital badges through an online site called Credly. The digital badges will replace our former
participation card and reward students who claim badges with prizes. The more badges you record,
the better your chance to claim Visa gift cards, iTunes cards, t-shirts, and more! This is our first year
for this digital badge program and we hope everyone will participate in this great opportunity.

Keep working on your BAA's, too! These rewards are huge, and the achievements look great on a
college application! Levels rollover from year to year, so anyone who is not a senior will keep their
progress in their BAA's. For those of you working on your America level, final submissions are due April
25th. Remember to get signed up for the Community Service Awards (CSAs) as well; your hard work in
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your community should be recognized as well!

As always, feel free to contact any of the State Officers if you have any questions, want to do a Google
Hangout, or would like to start a chapter!

Sincerely,
Cheyenne Mackai
State President

State Leadership Conference
Article by Dalton Hare, State Reporter

Congratulations! Your members have really stepped up to the challenge this year. You are some of the
premier business students across Wisconsin. You have chosen to join FBLA and have succeeded in
your competitions by qualifying for the State Leadership Conference (SLC). Conference activities will
be held at the La Crosse Convention Center and the Radisson Hotel. Be sure to download a copy of
the conference agenda that will detail all activities. Whether competing, enjoying the fantastic
workshops put on by great local business professionals or expanding your network getting to know
other members, you will find no end to the enjoyment of this year's SLC. Let me be the first to welcome
you to my hometown and our SLC host city of La Crosse. Check out the La Crosse SLC promotional
video to learn more about your upcoming conference experience.

For workshops we are offering a variety of topics (no pre-registration this year). Be sure to arrive early
to all workshops as space will be limited based upon room capacity. During your off time, enjoy and
explore the area. Our conference is located next to the city favorite Riverside Park. Spring is a pretty
time of the year and the local beauty will be abundant. The conference center is also located right in the
heart of Downtown so be sure to visit a few of our local unique businesses. Many FBLA veterans will
remember The Pearl ice cream shop located a stones throw away from the center. Other local
favorites are Politos Pizzeria, Buzzard Billy's, Fayze's and Coney Island Hotdog Stand. When you're
looking for a bite to eat be sure to stop in and check them out as well as keep an eye out for business
signs that welcome our Wisconsin FBLA membership.

The state planning committee is also proud to announce a number of special attractions this year:

The first is Goosechase, featuring over 200 missions to challenge your members to both learn more
about FBLA and La Crosse. Check your progress against other teams through the WI FBLA
Scoreboard available in the app. A trophy will be awarded to the top team. Download a copy of the WI
FBLA GooseChase Flyer to setup your mobile device today. Members and advisers may also view the
WI1 FBLA GooseChase Introduction Video created by W1 FBLA Secretary/Treasurer Sydney Wilcox to
help your chapter teams get involved.

The second is Credly; a digital badge program that will support your members to build their portfolio
while highlighting conference participation. Every participation activity may be documented by members
and shared with family, friends, administrators, school board members, and other supporting
organizations when you get back home. During the closing ceremony, random giveaway prizes will be
awarded to members from all badges that have been claimed. Additional details as part of President
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Cheyenne Mackai's initiative for members to Step Up to the Challenge by getting involved in all aspects
of the State Leadership Conference will continued to be released in the days leading up to the
conference.

Third, we are also offering Open Competitive Events (no pre-registration required for Advertising,
Human Resources, Leadership, Project Management, Social Media, or Web 2.0) so try your best with
these three additional competitive event opportunities. Up to 100 members may participate in each of
these open event objective tests.

Fourth, sure to be a crowd-pleaser is a free photo booth that will be available in the South Hall Lobby of
the LaCrosse Center (Monday 6-9 pm & Tuesday 12-2 pm). Bring your silliest (but appropriate)
accessories, funniest faces and of course your friends to remember this conference for the rest of your
life.

Fifth, remember to bring your extra change and March of Dimes donations to the Opening Session's
Miracle Moment; however, our support for the March of Dimes continues into Monday evening. Be sure
to pack your tennis shoes and any color purple you own as the state officer team has brought the
March for Dimes Mini-Walk back to SLC! We will be hosting the mini walk at 7:45 p.m. on Monday night
starting in the La Crosse Center South Hall Lobby. The Mini-Walk will circle back around to the South
Hall Lobby and conclude with a forum for members to meet the 2015-2016 W1 FBLA State Officer
Candidates. | would like to encourage all members to both participate in the Mini-Walk and to make an
opportunity to meet your leaders of FBLA. Take a moment to approach a current officer or potential
officer candidate and get to know them. Your elected leaders are here to represent you throughout the
year and we look forward to seeing you at the SLC. Monday evening will conclude with the sensational
entertainment DivisionBMX Stunt Team from 9 - 10 p.m.

Finally, on Tuesday for members who are looking to fill a little time prior to the Closing Awards of
Excellence Session, the La Crosse Public Library will be providing free 30 minute trolley tours from 10
a.m. to 2:30--last tour departs at 2 p.m--follow the footsteps of time and journey back into the history of
LaCrosse.

Remember to always be respectful during your conference stay. La Crosse is thrilled to host our
membership and Wisconsin FBLA is lucky to have such a great host. Show your professionalism at all
times and remember that other individuals may also be visiting the beautiful La Crosse area. Curfew is
midnight at all conference locations and hotel quiet hours may be prior to midnight. We appreciate and
encourage members to take a moment and express your gratitude for your adviser. | know that without
mine | would be very much lost. They put a lot of time, effort and weekend time taking students to
conferences such as this one--without their support, you wouldn't be here. Now study hard, good luck
on your competitions and | welcome all of you to La Crosse for our 2015 State Leadership Conference.

Making a STATEment in Madison
Article by Sydney Wilcox, State Secretary-Treasurer

February was Career and Technical Education Month and
your Wisconsin FBLA State Officers stepped up to the
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challenge by speaking with Wisconsin legislators about the
importance of career and technical education and career
and technical student organizations. Career and technical
education includes any classes in Agriculture & Natural
Resources; Business & Information Technology; Family &
Consumer Sciences; Health Science; Engineering &
Technology; and Marketing, Management &
Entrepreneurship.

While in Madison | was able to visit five different legislators Wisconsin FBLA State Officers and Dr. Tony
or members of their staff. One individual that | spoke with Evers

was Representative Jim Steinke. He took interest in how

career and technical education focuses on college and career readiness and all of the opportunities
available to individuals.

Other career and technical student organizations present included FBLA, DECA, HOSA, FCCLA,
SkillsUSA, and FFA. A highlight of the day was getting the opportunity to speak with Dr. Tony Evers,
State Superintendent.

March of Dimes Updates
Article by Molly Bergum, State Vice-President

Even though the year might seem like it's flying by, there
are still many opportunities to fund raise for the March of
Dimes in its effort to help babies become healthier.

This year's State Leadership Conference will host many
exciting ways to support the March of Dimes. During the Opening Ceremony on Monday, April 13,
audience members will be able to listen to a family member of a premature baby. Remember to bring
change because a Miracle Moment will immediately follow the guest speaker's presentation.

Later that day, at 7:45 p.m., students will be able to give back while having fun during a Mini-Walk March
for Babies. Information concerning registration and details for this event will be released soon and
posted on the state website. If you have any questions or concerns about this march, please contact
wifblavp15@gmail.com.

Chapters will also be able to present any funds they have raised for the March of Dimes on stage during
the conference. Fundraising within local chapters can be a great way to make a big difference while
getting all members engaged. Chapter fundraisers range from Miracle Minutes at sporting events to
Penny Wars in advisories. To learn about a creative fundraising project done by Aimond-Bancroft High
School, visit the January Wisconsin FBLA eBulletin.

Dress for Success, Trying to Limit DQs
Article by Stephanie Schmidt, State Parliamentarian

Being as we are so close to SLC it's time to talk dress code! As many participants know FBLA
celebrates dress for success! Continuing with tradition there will be Dress for Success ribbons and
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prizes handed out at this conference so try your best to win.

Ladies, if you are planning on wearing a skirt | recommend to make sure if you sit down that your skirt
will still cover your knees. Also please be tasteful, if it is too tight do not wear it. Heels are not required
but dress shoes are. If walking will be a problem please try to accommodate; remember you will be
required to wear shoes at all times when attending your event, a workshop, a tour or any other official
function as well as around the conference center.

For the men, make sure you are wearing dress socks, dress shoes, and a tie. Especially the tie as this
was the #1 reason for a disqualification at last year's SLC, remember that it is required for all
competitive events. If you do not comply with dress code you will be disqualified from your event. Also
remember to pack blue jeans and tennis shoes as part of your SLC outfits. They will come in handy for
the March of Dimes Mini-walk and you can wear casual appropriate attire for the Monday evening
entertainment.

If you have any more questions concerning what you should wear, then please reference the national
website for the FBLA Dress Code.

RLC Recaps:

Region | Leadership Conference
Article by Abigale Schmidt, Region | VP

The Region | Leadership Conference was a ton of fun for all members. The entertainment for the day
was a dance in the gymnasium. Delegates had a great time letting loose and networking on the dance
floor with delegates from around our region. Region | raised over 200 dollars for the March of Dimes
during opening session. Congratulations to Hailey Bebeau from Chequamegon High School who was
elected the 2015-2016 Region | Vice President.

Region Il Leadership Conference
Article by Bridget Hofmeister, Region Il VP

Members who attended the Region 2 Leadership Conference experienced opportunities that will carry
them well beyond their time in FBLA. The leadership, networking, recognition of achievement, and the
fun are all memories that our membership from 19 attending schools can share as they continue to
promote FBLA in their local communities. | am looking forward to seeing the 249 State Leadership
Conference qualifiers from Region 2 in April. We are proud to also announce that Kelsey
Kollmansberger from Abbotsford High School will be inducted as your Regional Vice-President as part
of the 2015-2016 Wisconsin FBLA Officer Team. Thank you to my dedicated local adviser, Mrs.
Jackson, for your support and commitment to bring the Regional Leadership Conference opportunity to
Nekoosa--we have grown from being a new chapter, to hosting regionals, and with all the support from
our community this year it will be great to see Nekoosa FBLA thrive into the future.

Region lll Leadership Conference
Article by Colby Wilkerson, Region Il VP

On February 7th, the Region lll Regional Leadership Conference was hosted at Two Rivers High
School. Let me be the first to say that the day went off with flying colors. We started out the day's
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events with our keynote speaker, Kenlyn Gretz, Chief Executive Officer of Ameri-Collect. He shared his
various stories to help Region Il members ready up for their future pathways. Shortly after, we saw an
inspirational video for how FBLA is making for a world with stronger, healthier babies from the March of
Dimes. We were successful in raising just over $380 during our Miracle Moment. Then we broke out for
our competitive events -- congratulations to those from Region lll advancing to the State Leadership
Conference.

During this time we also had a variety of workshops offered to our membership. We heard from a past
Region lll Vice President on running for state office, past National Leadership Conference competitors
on their Nationals experience, currently enrolled college students on how to survive your first year of
college, and Two Rivers High Schools very own principal on the importance of first impressions. As we
rounded out the day, we all got to enjoy the photo booth, showing that even with all the stress of the day,
we still know how to have a little fun. Arguably the best part of the day was our fantastic Region lll's
Talent Show. We had a large variety of talent throughout the region show what they were made of in
front of such a large audience. We saw dancing, rapping, and even a not so ideal script on an FBLA
meeting.

With Regionals now in the past, | can honestly say that serving this year as your Region Il Vice
President, and being able to host this years Regional Leadership Conference, has been a blast. Best of
luck in your future endeavors, and best of luck to Stephanie Schmidt, your 2015-2016 Region lll Vice
President from Two Rivers High School.

Region IV Leadership Conference
Article by Maddie Mitchell, Region IV VP

First, congratulations to all participants who attended the Regional Leadership Conference at
Hillsboro--you "Stepped Up to the Challenge." With over 500 participants in Region 4, which far
exceeded our school population at the high school level in Hillsboro, we are proud to share that
231 members qualified to attend the State Leadership Conference (SLC). It has been a pleasure
to serve as your Region 4 Vice-President this year and look forward to my final days serving in
this role leading up to the SLC. Kyla Vaughan (Lancaster High School) was elected as the 2015-
2016 Vice-President and will work hard to "Connect" Region 4 with FBLA.

Region V Leadership Conference
Article by Roshani Patel, Region V VP

Hello Region V! As most of you know, Mauston High School was the host for the 2015 Regional
Leadership Conference. There were 27 schools and over 800 students, guests, and judges in
attendance. Mauston High School principal Jim Dillin and ILead Teacher Greg Rowe began the morning
with an awesome keynote, and our March of Dimes Miracle Minute raised over 160 dollars in donations!
Students then spent their time competing and sitting in on workshops until lunch. Our entertainment for
the afternoon was Cory Osborn, a hypnotist. The day ended with voting and the awards ceremony
where many students found out if they are advancing to the State Leadership Conference. Congrats to
everyone who competed! Waunakee FBLA took first for the Outstanding Chapter! | would like to thank
everyone who made this regional a success! Best wishes to your 2015-2016 Region V Vice-President
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Hattie Kruschek from Waunakee.

Region VI Leadership Conference
Article by Austin Dawson, Region VI VP

The Region VI Leadership Conference was hosted for the second consecutive year at Chilton High
School. We had 28 schools bring over 800 students to compete and participate in this successful
conference. Region VI also had the honor of Wisconsin FBLA-PBL Foundation Board Member John
Werner come as the keynote speaker to talk about the importance of taking advantage of your
opportunities in this organization and staying involved throughout your entire life. Beyond hearing from
an outstanding keynote speaker and competing in events, students were able to participate in one of
four different workshops offered throughout the day: Financial Football; Knowing the Law put on by
Chilton High School's Police School Liaison, Deputy Meyer; FBLA 101 put on by Region VI Executives,
Sally Kate Hixon and Emma Stutzman; and Career Pathways by Chilton High School's School
Counselor, Mrs. Popp. The Backlot Comedy House from Oshkosh traveled from across the lake to
provide an improv comedic performance based on the suggestions of Region VI members and
advisers while scores and places were tallied. The moment of truth came with Germantown High
School awarded the 1st place in Outstanding Chapter Award and members and advisers ecstatic for
moving on to the State Leadership Conference. Congratulations to Random Lake who will host the
2016 Regional Leadership Conference and be served by Shyanne Koski, your 2015-2016 Region VI
Vice-President.

Region Vil Leadership Conference
Article by Rahul Mital, Region VII VP

Greendale High School FBLA enjoyed hosting the 2015 Region VIl Leadership Conference. We had
almost 900 members in attendance! Opening ceremonies were efficient and competition went
smoothly. We had the pleasure of hearing how to manage our professional brand from Mrs. Robin
Reese and we also learned about the March of Dimes and the help it has given the Rumpf family. We
then held a Miracle Moment to raise money for the March of Dimes.

After a tasty lunch from Cousins Subs, we had a good laugh from ComedySportz. We ended the
conference with the closing ceremonies, sending multiple teams, schools and individuals to the State
Leadership Conference. We concluded with the announcement of Region VII's next VP, Joseph Nantz
from Muskego. Congratulations to Joe and everyone who made it to state.

A huge thank you is in order for all the volunteers, judges, advisers as well as my two advisers, Mrs.
Renee Albrecht and Mrs. Mary Guida for their excellent work in ensuring a great conference for
everyone. I'm looking forward to state in April, and | hope to see every Region VIl State qualifier there!

Wisconsin FBLA State Office Updates

State Leadership Conference 2016 Update

Additional details will be released at the State Leadership Conference regarding a revised location and dates for the
2016 State Leadership Conference. Due to circumstances beyond the control of Wisconsin FBLA, the contract with
the Wisconsin Dells area was recently woided in conjunction with the Chula Vista Resort. We are happy to announce
that we are securing a new contract with the La Crosse area to return for the 2016 State Leadership Conference
during April 11-12, 2016. Please note this change in date and location.
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National Leadership Conference 2015 Planning Information for Wisconsin FBLA Chapters
Our NLC hotel location in Chicago was just released. The NLC program and additional details is available online at
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fbla-pbl.org/2015NLC. Dates specific to Wisconsin FBLA should be noted for all members who are interested in

attending the NLC:

ASAP Make airline reservations
Details about conference discounts on airlines,
rental cars, shuttle senices, etc. is available at
www.fbla-pbl.org.

April 21 NLC Skill Event Fax Back Form Receipt Deadline to
the State Office

April 22 Webinar: Step Up to #NLC2015 in Chicago
http://go0.9l/52zN3d

April 25 BAA America Awards: Receipt Deadline

April 27-May 1 Testing Window: NLC Skill Event Testing at Local
Technical Colleges As Arranged

May 1 All pre-judged and skill events must be RECEIVED
by the State Office

May 1 End of Year Report due to the State Office (Gold
Seal Chapter Requirement)

May 8 NLC Intern Application Receipt Deadline

May 15 March of Dimes Fund-Raising Report, FBLA "Eco
Chapter" Go Green Project, National Officer
Candidate Application: Receipt deadline

May 15 NLC Attendance Form & NLC Stipend Request
Forms Receipt Deadline to the State Office

May 22 FBLA NLC & IFL: Early bird registration deadline &
Housing Forms to designated hotel deadline

June 5 NLC Competitive Event Substitution Deadline as
Recorded into the National Database

June 9 FBLA local wting delegate registration deadline

MEMBERSHIP
April 1

Body Snatchers | & lI: Receipt deadline (FBLA-Middle Lewel)
Chapter Excellence: Receipt deadline (FBLA-Middle Lewvel)
Membership Madness and Membership Mania: Receipt deadline
Membership Achievement Award: Receipt deadline
100 Percent Class Participation: Receipt deadline
Outstanding Chapter: Receipt deadline
Distinguished Business Leader Scholarship: Receipt deadline
Chapter/State Membership Recognition Awards: Receipt deadline
Membership receipt deadline to count for Big 10 Awards
National Bylaws Amendment: Receipt deadline
April 15 Professional Membership Recognition Awards: Receipt deadline
April 22 Webinar: Step Up to #NLC2015 in Chicago

April/MayMarch of Dimes March for Babies: Check with your local March of Dimes Office for specific dates

2014-15 Calendars: FBLA | Middle Lewel | PBL
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Seven Up

There is still time to achieve Seven Up. All FBLA and PBL chapters that increase membership by seven members
ower last year's total will receive national recognition. The top seven states with the largest increase will receive
national recognition. Deadline: April 1

Adviser Area. Important: All advisers should register for full access to FBLA-PBL publications, an electronic copy
of the CMH, and all things "how-to" in the Advisers' Only Area. In addition Membership Madness, Membership
Mania, 100% Class Participation and Membership Achievement interactive forms are available in the Adviser Area.
Certificates are generated automatically by the adviser and will not be mailed. Faxed forms will not be
accepted. Interactive forms must be used.

The 2015-16 theme is CONNECT. Advisers may download the Poster and Logo digital package from the
national website in the Advisers' Only Area.

NATIONAL OFFICE
Facebook FBLA_National PBL_National ProfessionalDiv [se) SlideShare

SchoolTube z National Blog[l YouTube [f}j Linkedin || E-Mail

Launchpad by FBLA
FBLA National President Sam Kessler announces Launchpad by FBLA, a day-long "entrepreneurship
accelerator” being piloted at #NLC2015 in Chicago. Read a special message from Sam. Please share
these informational videos with your chapters.

Launchpad by FBLA Intro

video

How to Apply for Launchpad by FBLA

video

Submit Your News. Share your local or state chapter news with other FBLA-PBL members. Simply fill out this form
and you may see your story in a national publication or highlighted at a national conference!

BAA, CMAP, Membership Madness and Mania

The BAA and CMAP programs are back online. Registered FBLA members may still submit BAA America awards
until April 25 and all FBLA and PBL members may continue working on other activities from any of the other levels of
the program. All entries for next year may be submitted beginning August 1.

SPONSORS AND PARTNERS

The IMA® (Institute of Management Accountants) is excited to announce the launch of the IMA
Accounting Honor Society (IAHS). IAHS recognizes and honors students for their academic achievement in
the study of accounting and for meeting other specific eligibility criteria. IAHS is supported by a Corporate
Advisory Board comprised of influential leaders from the business and education community.Visit iahs.org for
more information.

There's still time to register for Stock-Trak's FREE stock market trading challenge for FBLA students. The
program runs through April 24, 2015 with the top five winners receiving Amazon gifts cards ranging from $500
to $50 (total $1,000). Register now.

FBLA-PBL members and family receive 10% off The Princeton Review courses and tutoring packages. To
receive our discount, visit princetonreview.com/partner/fbla-pbl using the promo code at checkout or
call 800.2Review (800.273.8439).
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There's still time to apply for the NFIB Young Entrepreneurship Foundation's $1,000 Entre preneurship
Educator Award. Application deadline: March 31, 2015. Learn more.

The Foundation for Economic Education (FTE) wants to remind you of their Economics for Leaders
summer program. Learn more about this program that offers college credit.

Registration is still available at lead2feed.com. Call 704.905.3705 or email dodgedebby@gmail.com.

Quick Links...

- State | eadership Team

- Wisconsin FBLA Website

- Wisconsin PBL Website

- North Central FBLA Website

- Previous eBulletin Issues

- Wisconsin Career and Technical Education
- DPI Nondiscrimination Clause

- National FBLA-PBL Website
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