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President's Message
Article by Cheyenne Mackai, State President

Hello Wisconsin FBLA!

Welcome to 2015! Have you all made your resolutions? A few of mine include doing well on
exams , working hard on my event for the Regional Leadership Conference, and preparing for
wherever life may take me over the next few months, including college!

Speaking of Regionals, January is a great time to finish preparing for your competitive event.
Study materials are available through the state office website or through your adviser. In
addition, be sure to practice any presentations or speeches you may be giving, and be sure to
bring all the materials you need (i.e. projector, notecards, calculator, pencils, etc.) A good way
to get feedback is to present in front of your chapter at a meeting!

Keep working on your BAA's, too! These achievements are huge, and we want to recognize




you on state at SLC in La Crosse in April, so contact your adviser if you are not signed up yet.
As always, feel free to contact any of the State Officers if you have any questions, want to do
a Google Hangout, or would like to start a chapter!

Sincerely,

Cheyenne Mackai
State President

Project LEAD
Article by Sydney Wilcox, State Secretary/Treasurer

Attending the State Leadership Conference is an exciting and beneficial experience. Along
with all of the amazing keynote speakers, fierce competition, interactive workshops, and
captivating tours is an outstanding breakout session entitled Project LEAD. Project LEAD is a
breakout session led by the energetic and motivational Patty Hendrickson. This amazing
opportunity is full of energy and will never leave you wondering why you are there. Project
LEAD focuses on the three goals found on the FBLA Crest: service, education, and progress.
Many of the activities that individuals participate in throughout the breakout session will work
towards completing a level of the Business Achievement Awards. Members who attend learn
how to better their communication skills, stand out as a leader, and get the opportunity to
network with other members from across the state of Wisconsin. Project LEAD is an
outstanding experience for individuals who are not competing at the State Leadership
Conference and new members who are looking to sharpen their leadership skills and step up
to the challenge. Be sure to ask your adviser if you can attend the 2015 Wisconsin FBLA
State Leadership Conference and participate in Project LEAD.

Small Numbers, Huge Impact
Article by Molly Bergum, State Vice President

With only 17 members, the Almond-Bancroft High School chapter may be small in size.
However, the dedicated members participate in many national programs and service projects
every year, including a recent fundraiser which raised $466.84 for the March of Dimes.

Chapter Secretary Meghan Menadue helped lead the project and thinks community service is
a crucial component of all organizations.

"While doing community service in FBLA, you not only help others, but you also help yourself
in ways that will benefit you for the future," Menadue said.

After brainstorming how to lead an impactful fundraiser, Menadue said her chapter chose to
do a fundraiser relating to the March of Dimes. They wanted to spread awareness of March of
Dimes and bring attention to problems that it works to fix, such as the country's high rate of
premature births.

The week long fundraiser was comprised of two competitions between the first through twelfth
grades. One competition measured which grade could raise the most money for March of
Dimes, and the other evaluated which grade could get the most students to wear purple
clothes and ribbons.
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The FBLA chapter members worked hard to encourage students to support the March of
Dimes by creating posters and announcements.

"We were by each other's side the entire way and | couldn't have asked for a better chapter to
help me with this," Menadue said.

The Almond-Bancroft chapter's success is caused in large part by the determination of its
members. Chapter advisor Danielle Stiebs said all the members took the challenge of
becoming more committed this year.

"My officers have chosen to have all members sign a commitment form this year, as we would
rather have a smaller chapter full of active members than a larger chapter with less
participation,” Stiebs said.

By signing the commitment form, students agreed to participate in the regional leadership
competition, two community service projects, two fundraising activities and preparations for
FBLA week.

From their dedication to service, Stiebs said the chapter is able to make its presences known
within their community.

FBLA Week

Article by Dalton Hare, State Reporter

Designated as the second week in February, 8th-14th, this week is known as national FBLA
week. Intended to use the excitement of the upcoming competition season to promote their
local and state chapter activities. Planning out themed days using different aspects of FBLA is
popular and effective to bring the spirit. Use your own schools promotions like
announcements, message boards, hallway posters or social media to spread the word.
Timelines using your themed days help let people know what to look forward to and creates
buzz. Here is the nationals week planned focusing on Wednesday as Advisor Appreciation
Day. Your chapter can set this up for your school and gain that FBLA swagger in your
community. Step up to the challenge and bring that FBLA to your school.

Submitting Your BAAs and CSAs

Article by Stephanie Schmidt, State Parliamentarian

Business Achievement Awards are great way to be noticed within your community and
throughout FBLA. They allow you to express your leadership and be recognized for it. Many
students volunteer many hours and show great leadership and go unrecognized. BAA's allow
these students to log what they have done and earn awards while doing it. There are four
steps to the Business Achievement Awards. The four levels are Future, Business, Leader,
and America. Future and Business awards are presented at a local FBLA meeting, Leader is
present at state, and the America level will be presented at Nationals. To submit your
students BAA's go to the Business Achievement Awards homepage. Then Advisor log in,
from there you will be able to see all your students that are active. Before clicking submit,
make sure that your student has completed all the levels and to their highest achievement!

FBLA would also like to recognize individuals for their community service. The award is also
known as the Community Service Award. Within the CSA's there are three levels Community,
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Service, and Achievement. Community recognizes students with 50 hours of community
service, Service recognizes students with 200 hours, and Achievement recognizes students
who have accomplished 500 hours of community service.When a student Igos hours equal to
the requirements for the CSA Award, the advisor will log in to the adviser area of the CSA,
review the student's hours and will find a link to submit the award. Students may continue
logging hours after the submission deadline, but the award levels reached may not be
submitted until August 1 of the next school year once submission closes for the current school
year.

A reminder to all advisors that if your students are participating in BAA's the first three levels
are due by March 1%, and the America Level will be due by April 25". If you have students
who are participating in the CSA's the first two levels are due by March 1%, and the
Achievement level will be due by April 25™.

Regional Leadership Conferences:

Region | Leadership Conference
Article by Abigale Schmidt, Region | VP

Planning for the Regional Leadership Conference is going very well in Region I.
Cheguamegon High School is excited to have all 650 members of our region arrive for
competition in just a couple short months. Our workshop leaders, judges, and volunteers are
all ready to be a part of a successful RLC. The local Madrigal Singers have volunteered to
sing the National Anthem during Opening Ceremony and a local DJ has been contracted to
provide entertainment for the day. Dress code at Region I's Leadership Conference will be
strictly forced so remember to follow the guidelines of FBLA. With the help of my local officer
team and the state officers, plans for Region I's RLC are coming to an end.

Region Il Leadership Conference
Article by Bridget Hofmeister, Region | VP

The Regional Leadership Conference is almost here! Nekoosa High School will be hosting the
Region Il Regional Leadership Conference on Saturday, February 7, 2015. My adviser and |
are planning for Regionals. | am very enthusiastic about this upcoming event and excited for
how the day unfolds. | cannot wait to see all of you, and good luck studying for your
competitive events! Ask your adviser to see the November Newsletter comments you can
email me at wifblaregion2vp15@gmail.com.

Region Il Leadership Conference
Article by Colby Wilkerson, Region Il VP

As we approach our upcoming Region Il Leadership Conference held at Two Rivers High
School. I would like to update you all on the day's events to partake in. We will start our day
listening to our keynote speaker, Kenlyn Gretz, Chief Executive Officer of Americollect. He
has been in and around business for a large majority of his life and will share his knowledge
with all of us on how to become better and stronger leaders. After that, those of us who will be
taking non-prejudged events will go do so at this time, but for those who aren't there will be a
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variety of workshops to enjoy. We have recruited past Two Rivers High School FBLA students
who are now in Phi Beta Lambda to present a workshop on their experiences with that next
step in our FBLA-PBL future. Also former Region Il Vice President from 2012-2013, Brittany
Proehl , will present a workshop on her experiences from serving as a State Officer and
answer any questions you may have about Running for State Office in the future. Our final
workshops have yet to be finalized; however a notice will go out in the upcoming Regional
Newsletter for Region Ill on the final workshops. The fun, however, does not stop there.
Moving forward with our day, the day's entertainment will be a talent show, entitled Region
[II's Got Talent. Bring your best talents to the stage for all of Region Il to enjoy. An
information e-mail will be sent to your advisors in the coming week on the specifics of the
event, so keep your eyes open for that and come and make history this year on stage. So as
you can see, | am so excited for February 7" to come and experience this year's RLC for
Region Ill. Remember also to study for your events as | hope to see a large presence of
Region Il on stage at the upcoming State Leadership Conference in La Crosse this year.

Region IV Leadership Conference
Article by Maddie Mitchell, Region IV VP

The Hillsboro Chapter is taking action and efficiently preparing for this year's Region Four
Leadership Conference located at Hillsboro High School. With the help of the officer team and
others in our chapter, it is guaranteed that regionals will be a blast and also a successful
learning experience. We are in the process of securing all of our judges from around the
community, as well as business owners that are happy to judge competitive events. We are
on planning our meals for regional by using a simple and easy luncheon, provided by
Subway, which will satisfy everyone. Along with planning the meal, our chapter has finalized a
map of the specific classrooms that students will be competing in, as well as a map of the rest
of the school. For our entertainment portion of the conference, we have contracted an
improvisational group out of Madison, Monkey Business Institute, who is more than happy to
perform for us. We can't wait to see you all in Hillsboro for the Region Four Leadership
Conference!

Region V Leadership Conference

Article by Roshani Patel, Region V VP

Busy studying Region V? Regionals are right around the corner hosted at the great Mauston
High School! On February 7th, starting right away in the morning is registration at 7:45. At
8:45 the opening session will begin. Following the opening session are the testing
blocks/performance events. Workshops are also available during those times. Judge Paul S.
Curran will be leading on Intro To The Court System and Mr. Rowe will be leading a workshop
on Stepping Up To The Challenge. Lunch will be catered by Subway and you will receive a
lunch ticket from your adviser. Cory Osborn, a hypnotist, will be the entertainment for the
afternoon. At 1:30, the closing session and awards will begin! Maps of the school will be
provided in the programs. We recommend finding your testing room ahead of time!
Concessions will also be provided throughout the day. Directions to get to Mauston High will
be sent to the advisers through an email. We are excited to see everyone soon for the Region
Five Leadership Conference!
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Region VI Leadership Conference
Article by Austin Dawson, Region VI VP

Excitement, collaboration, and promise! | can't wait till the conference season this year,
Region VI has more than 800 students, advisors, and chaperones ascending upon Chilton
High School this year, an increase from last year! FBLA is extremely enthusiastic about the
gains in membership that your chapters have had thus far, keep up the good work! Just as
local FBLA chapters have been hard at work, so has Region VI. | would like to welcome the
four members of my new Executive Council to Wisconsin FBLA for the first time: Emma
Stutzman (Junior) from Whitewater High School, Sally Kate Hixon (Junior) from Whitewater
High School, Grace Jentsch (Senior) from Random Lake High School, and Tahlia Callegari
(Senior) from Ripon High School. These four amazing FBLA members have truly stepped up
to the challenge and have been given the opportunity to serve FBLA in a larger capacity for
their region! We hope to have the Executive Council's continue to further foster collaboration
and capitalize on the promise of Region VI FBLA members. | look forward to seeing you all at
the Regional Leadership Conference in February. Also, don't be shy . . . email me at
wifblaregion6vpl5@agmail.com with suggestions, questions, or concerns.

Region VIl Leadership Conference
Article by Rahul Mital, Region VII VP

Region VIl has made a huge Step Up to the Challenge with the creation of the Regional
Executive Council. The vision and mission of this brand new council is to connect regional
leadership with local chapter officers to improve the reach of FBLA in Region VIl as well as
increase the opportunities for members to participate more fully in FBLA. This year the council
is putting together plans to make physical visits to as many local chapters as it can. The
council will be giving out critical information about chapter management and national FBLA
programs at those visits. Please contact your Region VP if your school would like a visit to
their chapter.

Planning for the Regional Leadership Conference is in full gear and Greendale High School is
excited to be hosting Region VII. Your regional leadership is committed to making the
conference the best it can be. There will be awesome entertainment planned for every
member to enjoy. Region VII will have ComedySportz perform at Regionals, an interactive
improv comedy group. Expect to have a great laugh and something to relax with after your
event! We're also in the process of securing a delicious lunch for all members to enjoy. It
should be a fun and memorable conference for everyone.

Please remember to bring your spare change so that you can support the March of Dimes
during the Miracle Moment at the conference. Please bring any spare change or money you
have to donate to help end premature births. Every penny counts, and let's make the world
know what Region VIl is capable of when they work toward achieving a great goal for an even
greater cause.

I'm excited to see what the rest of the year has in store. Good luck with your events, and |
hope to see everyone at the Regional Leadership Conference on February 7th, 2015 at
Greendale High School!
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Wisconsin FBLA-PBL Foundation, Inc.

Wisconsin FBLA-PBL Foundation, Inc (2014-2015 Support Initiatives)

1. Innovation Grants: Video Search (Chapter $ and Individual $ due by March 15)

2. New/Reactivated Chapters: $100 Chapter Support Check issued after you register
10 paid members prior to June 30, 2015,

3. Business Achievement Award Incentivies: Based upon marketshare performance
with 1 point for every Future Level, 2 points for Business Level, 3 points for Leader
Level, 4 points for America Level. Points will be divided by total paid membership for
your final rankings. Additional, individuals will be recognized by a random drawing.
(Chapter $ and Individual $ must be completed by March 1, 2015).

Additional details may be found on the Wisconsin FBLA website.

MEMBERSHIP

2014-15 Calendars: EBLA | Middle Level | PBL

New Members. It's not too late for advisers to register new members. To re-activate or start new
chapters, contact membershipdir@fbla.org.

Middle Level High 5 Program. The High 5 program is available for Middle Level advisers in the
Member Services area.Preview the program.

Adviser Area. Important: All advisers should register for full access to FBLA-PBL publications, an
electronic copy of the CMH, and all things "how-to" in the Advisers' Only Area. In addition Membership
Madness, Membership Mania, 100% Class Participation and Membership Achievement interactive forms
are available in the Adviser Area. Certificates are generated automatically by the adviser and will
not be mailed. Faxed forms will not be accepted. Interactive forms must be used.

NATIONAL OFFICE
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Submit Your News. Share your local or state chapter news with other FBLA-PBL members. Simply fill
out this form and you may see your story in a national publication or highlighted at a national conference!

Community Service Award (CSA). Please remind advisers to sign up their FBLA members for the
CSA. The interactive form is located in the adviser area. View details. (Students may count hours from
August 1, 2013, the date the program began, to current.)

SPONSORS AND PARTNERS

The Griffith Insurance Education Foundation provides multiple scholarship opportunities-ranging from
$500 to $2,000-for students majoring in insurance, risk management, or actuarial science.

Visit www.griffithfoundation.org/higher-ed/scholarships to download the application. Application
Deadlines: Spring Scholarships-March 15.

Help us congratulate Steven Brown of Warren Township FBLA in Illinois, who placed second, winning
$15,000 in the Men's Wearhouse Prom Rep Challenge. Steve utilized social media to reach hundreds
of high school students who used his discount code to rent their prom tuxedos.
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Founded in 1878, Champlain College® is a small, not-for-profit, private college overlooking Lake
Champlain and Burlington, Vermont. Our career-driven approach to higher education prepares students
for their professional life from their very first semester. Ranked among Princeton Review's 378 Best
Colleges: 2014 Edition and named the Top "Up-and-Comer" College in U.S. News & World Report's
"2014 Best Colleges," Champlain offers more than_30 Undergraduate Degrees.

Empowered to Lead. Inspired to Serve. Lead2Feed is a FREE leadership program teaching middle and
high school students a proven process to become passionate, service-minded leaders for life. Call 704-
905-3705, email dodge.debby@gmail.com, or visit lead2feed.com to register for the 2014-2015 school
year.

Association Motor Club Marketing (AMCM) has created the premier fundraising program that's fun for
students and reduces an adviser's workload. The AMCM fundraising program also creates long-term
recurring revenue for your chapter. We understand your fundraising challenges, let us help!

Quick Links...

- State Leadership Team

- Wisconsin FBLA Website

- Wisconsin PBL Website

- North Central FBLA Website

- Previous eBulletin Issues

- Wisconsin Career and Technical Education
- DPI Nondiscrimination Clause

- National FBLA-PBL Website

Contact Information
Phone: 608-266-2348
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