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	Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction

SURROGATE PARENT: DETERMINATION OF
NEED AND ASSIGNMENT
PI-PAR-002 (Rev. 09-15)
	INSTRUCTIONS: Complete and file in student record. It is recommended that a copy be provided to the assignee.

	This form has been developed to document the assignment of a surrogate parent as required by state and federal special education law. The local educational agency (LEA) must make reasonable efforts to ensure the assignment of a surrogate parent not more than 30 days after the agency determined the child needs a surrogate parent. In the case of an unaccompanied homeless youth as defined in §725(6) of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act (a homeless youth not in the physical custody of a parent or legal guardian), the LEA should timely appoint a surrogate when any of the provisions in Section II apply.

	
	I. STUDENT INFORMATION
	

	Student Name

     
	Local Educational Agency
     
	Date of Birth Mo./Day/Yr.
     
	Grade

  

	
	II. DETERMINATION OF NEED FOR SURROGATE PARENT
	

	Date of Determination Mo./Day/Yr.
     
	Determination by Name

     

	I determined the child named above requires the assignment of a surrogate parent to protect the right of the child under subch. V, ch. 115, Stats., and the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, because—Check one 


No parent can be identified. “Parent” means any of the following:

1. A biological parent. 

2. A husband who has consented to the artificial insemination of his wife under §891.40. 

3. A male who is presumed to be the child’s father under §891.41. 

4. A male who has been adjudicated the child’s father under Subch. VIII of Ch. 48, under Subch. IX of Ch. 767, by final order or judgment of an Indian tribal court of competent jurisdiction or by final order or judgment of a court of competent jurisdiction in another state. 

5. An adoptive parent. 

6. A legal guardian. 

7. A person acting as a parent of a child as defined in §115.76(13). Note: This includes a person who has been delegated authority to make educational decisions by a parent under Wis. Stat. §48.979
8. A person appointed as a sustaining parent under §48.428; or a person assigned as a surrogate parent under §115.792(1)(a)2.

9. A foster parent, if the right and the responsibility of all of the persons specified in 1. to 5. to make educational decisions concerning a child have been extinguished by termination of parental rights, by transfer of guardianship or legal custody or by other court order, and if the foster parent has an ongoing, long-term parental relationship with the child, is willing to make the educational decisions that are required of a parent under this subchapter and has no interests that would conflict with the interests of the child.

A biological or adoptive parent, when attempting to act as the parent and when more than one party is qualified to act as a parent, must be presumed to be the parent unless the biological or adoptive parent does not have legal authority to make educational decisions for the child.  34 CFR§ 300.30(b)(1) 
“Parent” does not include:

10. A person whose parental rights have been terminated. 

11. The state, a county or a child welfare agency if a child was made a ward of the state or a county or child welfare agency under Ch. 880, 2003 Stats. or if a child has been placed in the legal custody or guardianship of the state or a county or a child welfare agency under Ch. 48 or Ch. 767. 

12. An American Indian tribal agency if the child was made a ward of the agency or placed in the legal custody or guardianship of the agency.

	
The local educational agency has identified a parent; however, after reasonable efforts, the agency cannot locate a parent. Describe efforts to discover the whereabouts of the child’s parents.

     

	
The child is a ward of the state, a county, or child welfare agency under Ch. 54 or Ch. 880, 2003 Stats., or has been placed in the legal custody or guardianship of the state, a county, or a child welfare agency under Ch. 48 or Ch. 767. 
     


	
	III. ASSIGNMENT OF SURROGATE PARENT
	

	Pursuant to 34 CFR 300.519 and §115.792(1)(a)2., the Local Educational Agency appoints the individual named below as a surrogate parent to protect the rights under Subch. V, Ch. 115, Stats., and the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act of the child identified in Section I.* The surrogate parent will represent the child in all matters relating to the child’s identification, evaluation, educational placement and the district’s provision of free appropriate public education to the child. The surrogate parent-

1. is not an employee of the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction, the local educational agency, or of any other agency involved in the education or care of the child;**

2. has no personal or professional interest that conflicts with the interests of the child he/she represents; and

3. has knowledge and skills that ensure adequate representation of the child.

* A foster parent may be assigned as a surrogate parent if the individual meets the qualifications in 1 through 3 above.

** In the case of an unaccompanied homeless youth, appropriate staff of emergency shelters, transitional shelters, independent living programs, and street outreach programs may be appointed as temporary surrogate parents without regard to the qualification in 1. above until a surrogate parent who meets all of the requirements can be appointed. 

	Name of Surrogate Parent First and Last
     
	Telephone Number Area/number

     

	Address Street, City, State, ZIP
     

	
	IV. SIGNATURE
	

	Signature of Local Educational Agency Official

(
	Title
     
	Date Signed Mo./Day/Yr.
     



