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Foreword 
 

isconsin is nationally known for our educational innovation. Our 

stateôs charter schools are a shining example. Wisconsin charter 

schools are public schools accountable to their authorizers. In 

Wisconsin, there are currently 98 local school boards that have authorized at 

least one charter school. Charter Schools are also authorized by the University 

of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, the University of Wisconsin-Parkside, and the City 

of Milwaukee. Charter schools must employ Department of Public Instruction 

(DPI) certified staff and participate in the state assessment system. Wisconsin 

charter schools encourage innovation and creativity in their approach to 

providing educational options for parents and their children. 

 

Communities throughout our state are coming together to ensure that every 

child has a quality education and graduates from high school.  We are all 

striving to close the achievement gap between economically disadvantaged 

students, students of color, and their peers. Wisconsin charter schools are an 

innovative part of our overall public education efforts to meet these goals. 

From the 1997-98 school year to the 2014-15 school year, Wisconsin charter 

schools grew in number from 17 to 244, and they serve children in all corners 

of the state. This publication provides a description of existing charter 

schools that are designed to close the achievement gap and to ensure children 

graduate from high school with the skills they need to succeed to continue 

their education or to enter the workforce.   

 

 

 

Tony Evers, PhD 

State Superintenden

W 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

v 

Table of Contents 
 

Foreword ...................................................................................................................................................  iii  

Chapter 1 Introduction  ....................................................................................................................... 1 

Chapter 2 Wisconsin Charter Schools State Summary 

A: History of Charter School Law ...................................................................................... 3 

B: Sponsorship .................................................................................................................... 4 

C: Legal Status .................................................................................................................... 4 

D: What Charter Schools Can and Cannot Do .................................................................... 5 

E: Organization and Governance ........................................................................................ 6 

F: Teaching Requirements .................................................................................................. 6 

G: Funding .......................................................................................................................... 7 

H: Grants ............................................................................................................................. 7 

I: Accountability ................................................................................................................. 8 

J: Map ................................................................................................................................. 9 

Chapter 3 Wisconsin Charter Schools 

*  22 New Charter Schools Opened in 2014-15 
n  56 Non-Instrumentality  Charter Schools  (188 Instrumentality ) 

 

1. Albany, Albany Community Middle School  ......................................................... 11 

2. Appleton, Appleton Bilingual School  .................................................................... 11 

3. Appleton, Appleton Career Academy (ACA)  ........................................................ 12 

4. Appleton, Appleton Central High School . ............................................................. 12 

5. Appleton, Appleton eSchool  .................................................................................. 13 

6. Appleton, Appleton Public Montessori  .................................................................. 13 

7. Appleton, Appleton Technical Academy*  ........................................................... 13 

8. Appleton, Classical Charter School  ....................................................................... 14 

9. Appleton, Foster (Stephen) Elementary Charter School  ........................................ 14 

10. Appleton, Fox River Academy  .............................................................................. 14 

11. Appleton, Kaleidoscope Academy  ......................................................................... 14 

12. Appleton, Odyssey-Magellan Charter School  ........................................................ 15 

13. Appleton, Renaissance School for the Arts  ............................................................ 15 

14. Appleton, Tesla Engineering Charter School  ......................................................... 15 

15. Appleton, Valley New School ................................................................................ 16 

16. Appleton, Wisconsin Connections Academy  ......................................................... 16 

17. Ashland, Elementary Charter School  ..................................................................... 16 

18. Ashland, Oredocker Project School*  .................................................................. 17 

19. Augusta, Wildlands Science Research Charter School  .......................................... 17 

20. Barron, Advanced Learning Academy of Wisconsin 
n
 ........................................... 18 

21. Barron, Barron Area Montessori School  ................................................................ 18 

22. Barron, North Star Academy 
n
 ................................................................................ 18 

23. Beloit, Roy Chapman Andrews Academy  ............................................................. 19 

24. Birchwood, Birchwood Blue Hills Charter School  ................................................ 19 

25. Birchwood, Birchwood Public Montessori Charter School  ................................... 20 



 

vi 

26. Blair-Taylor, School of Science, Engineering & Technology  ............................... 20 

27. Butternut, Promethean Charter School  .................................................................. 20 

28. Cameron, Cameron Academy of Virtual Education (CAVE)  ................................ 21 

29. Chequamegon, Glidden Class ACT Charter School  .............................................. 21 

30. Chetek-Weyerhaeuser, Link2Learn Virtual Charter School 
n
 ................................. 21 

31. City of Milwaukee, Central City Cyberschool 
n
 ..................................................... 22 

32. City of Milwaukee, Darrell Lynn Hines (DLH) Academy 
n
 ................................... 22 

33. City of Milwaukee, Downtown Montessori Academy 
n
 ......................................... 22 

34. City of Milwaukee, Escuela Verde 
n
 ....................................................................... 23 

35. City of Milwaukee, Kingôs Academy 
n
 ................................................................... 23 

36. City of Milwaukee, Milwaukee Academy of Science 
n
 .......................................... 23 

37. City of Milwaukee, Milwaukee Collegiate Academy 
n
 ........................................... 23 

38. City of Milwaukee, Milwaukee Math and Science Academy 
n
 .............................. 24 

39. City of Milwaukee, North Point Lighthouse Charter
 n
 ............................................ 24 

40. City of Milwaukee, Rocketship Southside Community Prep 
 n
 ............................... 24 

41. Columbus, Discovery Charter School  .................................................................... 25 

42. Cumberland, Island City Academy  ........................................................................ 25 

43. Cumberland, Island City Virtual Academy 
n
 .......................................................... 26 

44. D. C. Everest, IDEA Charter School  ...................................................................... 26 

45. Denmark, Denmark Community School  ................................................................ 26 

46. Eau Claire, Chippewa Valley Montessori Charter School  ..................................... 27 

47. Eau Claire, McKinley Charter School  ................................................................... 27 

48. Elkhorn, Walworth Co Educ Consortium Alternative High  .................................. 28 

49. Flambeau, Flambeau Charter School  ..................................................................... 28 

50. Flambeau, Whitetail Academy Charter School  ...................................................... 29 

51. Fond du Lac, Fond du Lac STEM Academy  ......................................................... 29 

52. Fond du Lac, Fond du Lac STEM Institute  ............................................................ 30 

53. Gillett, CRE8 Charter School  ................................................................................. 30 

54. Gillett, Gillettôs Occupation and Leadership (GOAL) Academy  

   Charter School  ..................................................................................................... 31 

55. Glenwood City, Transitional Skills Center  ............................................................ 31 

56. Grantsburg, iForward-Wisconsin Online Charter School  ...................................... 31 

57. Green Bay, John Dewey Academy of Learning  ..................................................... 32 

58. Greendale, Time 4 Learning Charter School  ......................................................... 32 

59. Hartland Lakeside, Hartland School of Community Learning ............................... 33 

60. Hartland Lakeside, Hartland School of Fine Arts Leadership, The  ....................... 33 

61. Hartland Lakeside, LIFE Charter School  ............................................................... 34 

62. Hayward, Hayward Center for Individualized Learning 
n
 ...................................... 34 

63. Hayward, Northern Waters Environmental School  ................................................ 35 

64. Hayward, Waadookodaading Charter School 
n
 ....................................................... 35 

65. Highland, Highland Community Elementary School  ............................................ 36 

66. Highland, Highland Community High School  ....................................................... 36 

67. Highland, Highland Community Middle School   .................................................. 36 

68. Hortonville, Fox West Academy ............................................................................ 36 

69. Janesville, ARISE Virtual Academy  ...................................................................... 37 

70. Janesville, Rock River Charter School  ................................................................... 37 

71. Janesville, Rock University High School* ........................................................... 37 

72. Janesville, TAGOS Leadership Academy  .............................................................. 38 

73. Kaukauna, New Directions Learning Community  ................................................. 38 

74. Kaukauna, Park Community Charter School  ......................................................... 38 



 

vii 

75. Kenosha, Brompton School  ................................................................................... 39 

76. Kenosha, Dimensions of Learning Academy  ......................................................... 39 

77. Kenosha, Harborside Academy  .............................................................................. 40 

78. Kenosha, Kenosha eSchool K-12  ........................................................................... 40 

79. Kenosha, Kenosha School of Technology Enhanced Curriculum (KTEC)  ........... 40 

80. Kettle Moraine, High School of Health Sciences, The* ..................................... 41 

81. Kettle Moraine, KM Explore  ................................................................................. 41 

82. Kettle Moraine, KM Global Charter School for Leadership 

   and Innovation  ..................................................................................................... 42 

83. Kettle Moraine, School for Arts and Performance  ................................................. 42 

84. Kiel, Kiel eSchool  .................................................................................................. 42 

85. Kiel, Meeme LEADS Charter School  .................................................................... 43 

86. Kimberly, Kornerstone Charter School  .................................................................. 43 

87. La Crosse, Coulee Montessori Charter School  ...................................................... 44 

88. La Crosse, Design Institute  .................................................................................... 44 

89. La Crosse, LaCrossroads Charter Schools (5)  ....................................................... 44 

90. La Crosse, School of Technology & Arts I (SOTA I)  ........................................... 45 

91. La Crosse, School of Technology & Arts II (SOTA II)  ......................................... 45 

92. La Crosse, Seven Rivers Community Charter High School* ............................ 45 

93. Ladysmith-Hawkins, Health Care Academy  .......................................................... 45 

94. Little Chute, Flex Academy* ................................................................................ 46 

95. Little Chute, Little Chute Career Pathways Academy  ........................................... 46 

96. Lodi, Ouisconsing School of Collaboration  ........................................................... 47 

97. Madison, Badger Rock Middle School (BRMS)  ................................................... 48 

98. Madison, James C. Wright Middle School  ............................................................ 48 

99. Madison, Nuestro Mundo Community School  ...................................................... 48 

100. Manitowoc, Manitowoc County Comprehensive Charter School  ......................... 49 

101. Manitowoc, McKinley Academy  ........................................................................... 49 

102. Marathon City, Marathon Venture Academy  ......................................................... 50 

103. Marshall, Marshall Charter School  ........................................................................ 50 

104. Mauston, iLEAD Charter School  ........................................................................... 50 

105. McFarland, Wisconsin Virtual Academy (WIVA High School) 
n
 .......................... 51 

106. McFarland, Wisconsin Virtual Academy (WIVA K-8) 
n
 ........................................ 51 

107. Medford, Rural Virtual Academy  .......................................................................... 52 

108. Merrill, Bridges Virtual School .............................................................................. 52 

109. Merrill, Maple Grove Schoolhouse  ........................................................................ 52 

110. Merrill, Merrill Adult Diploma Academy  .............................................................. 53 

111. Middleton-Cross Plains, 21
st
 Century eSchool  ...................................................... 53 

112. Middleton-Cross Plains, Clark Street Community School  ..................................... 53 

113. Milwaukee, Academia de Lenguaje y Bellas Artes (ALBA)   ................................. 54 

114. Milwaukee, Alliance School of Milwaukee, The  ................................................... 54 

115. Milwaukee, Banner School of Milwaukee 
n
 ............................................................ 54 

116. Milwaukee, Business & Economics Academy of Milwaukee (BEAM) 
n
 ............... 55 

117. Milwaukee, Carmen High School of Science and Technology 
n
 ............................ 55 

118. Milwaukee, Carmen Northwest Campus School 
n
 .................................................. 56 

119. Milwaukee, Community High School  .................................................................... 56 

120. Milwaukee, Hawley Environmental School  .......................................................... 57 

121. Milwaukee, Highland Community School 
n
 ........................................................... 57 

122. Milwaukee, Hmong American Peace Academy (HAPA) 
n
 ..................................... 57 

123. Milwaukee, Honey Creek Continuous Progress School  ........................................ 57 



 

viii 

124. Milwaukee, I.D.E.A.L. Charter School  .................................................................. 58 

125. Milwaukee, Kathryn T. Daniels University Preparatory Academy 
n 
 ..................... 58 

126. Milwaukee, La Causa Charter School 
n
 .................................................................. 58 

127. Milwaukee, Milwaukee College Prep ï 38th Street 
n
 ............................................. 59 

128. Milwaukee, Milwaukee College Prep ï Lloyd Street 
n
 ........................................... 59 

129. Milwaukee, Milwaukee Community Cyber (MC2) High School 
n
 ......................... 59 

130. Milwaukee, Milwaukee Environmental Sciences 
n
 ................................................. 60 

131. Milwaukee, Next Door Charter School 
n
 ................................................................ 60 

132. Milwaukee, Northwest Opportunities Vocational Academy (NOVA Tech)*
n
 . 60 

133. Milwaukee, Universal Academy for the College Bound 
n
 ...................................... 60 

134. Milwaukee, Whittier Elementary School  ............................................................... 61 

135. Minocqua J1, Creative Minds Charter School  ....................................................... 61 

136. Minocqua J1, Woodland Progressive School for 21
st
 Century Citizens  ................ 62 

137. Monona Grove, Monona Grove Liberal Arts Charter School fo5 

   the 21
st
 Century  ................................................................................................ 62 

138. Montello, Forest Lane Charter School  ................................................................... 63 

139. Montello, High Marq Environment Charter School ................................................ 63 

140. Montello, Montello Junior/Senior High School  ..................................................... 63 

141. Montello, Montello Virtual Charter School*  ...................................................... 64 

142. Mukwonago, Eagleville Elementary Charter School  ............................................. 64 

143. Neenah, Alliance Charter Elementary  .................................................................... 64 

144. Nekoosa, Central Wisconsin STEM Academy* ................................................. 65 

145. Nekoosa, NǱǱkuusra Community School 
n
 ............................................................... 65 

146. New Lisbon, Juneau County Charter School 
n
 ........................................................ 65 

147. New London, Catalyst Academy Charter School* ............................................. 66 

148. New London, Next Generation Academy  .............................................................. 66 

149. New Richmond, NR4Kids Charter School 
n
 ........................................................... 67 

150. Northern Ozaukee, Wisconsin Virtual Learning (WVL) 
n
 ...................................... 67 

151. Northland Pines, School of Options and Applied Research (S.O.A.R.)  ................ 68 

152. Northwood, North Star Community Charter School  .............................................. 68 

153. Northwood, Northwood Elementary School* ..................................................... 68 

154. Northwood, Northwood High/Middle School  ........................................................ 69 

155. Oconto Falls, Falls Alternative Learning Site  ........................................................ 69 

156. Oconto Falls, New Path Charter School  ................................................................ 69 

157. Oconto, Bayshore Community Academy  .............................................................. 70 

158. Oconto, Oconto Literacy Charter School  ............................................................... 70 

159. Osceola, Osceola Charter Preschool  ...................................................................... 70 

160. Oshkosh, ALPS Accelerated Alternative Learning Program  ................................. 71 

161. Oshkosh, Jacob Shapiro Brain Based Instruction Laboratory School .................... 71 

162. Oshkosh, Oakwood Environmental Education Charter School (OASD)  ............... 71 

163. Portage, Portage Academy of Achievement  .......................................................... 72 

164. Prairie du Chien, Mighty River Academy of Virtual Education  ............................ 72 

165. Racine, Racine Civil Leaders Academy* ............................................................ 72 

166. Racine, REAL School  ............................................................................................ 73 

167. Rhinelander, Northwoods Community Elementary School  ................................... 73 

168. Rhinelander, Northwoods Community Secondary School  .................................... 74 

169. Rice Lake, Northern Lakes Regional Academy  ..................................................... 74 

170. Richland, Richland Online Academy (ROA)*
n
 .................................................. 74 

171. Ripon, Catalyst Charter Middle School  ................................................................. 75 

172. Ripon, Journey Charter School  .............................................................................. 75 



 

ix 

173. Ripon, Lumen Charter High School  ....................................................................... 75 

174. Ripon, Quest Charter School .................................................................................. 76 

175. River Falls, Renaissance Charter Alternative Academy  ........................................ 76 

176. River Falls, River Falls eSchool* ......................................................................... 76 

177. River Falls, River Falls Public Montessori Elementary .......................................... 77 

178. River Valley, Arena Community Elementary School (ACES)* ........................ 77 

179. River Valley, River Valley Elementary Studio School  .......................................... 77 

180. Rosendale-Brandon, Cirrus Charter High School  .................................................. 78 

181. Saint Croix, Saint Croix Academy of Virtual Education* ................................ 78 

182. Sauk Prairie, Merrimac Community Charter School (MCCS)  .............................. 79 

183. Shawano, LEADS Primary Charter School  ........................................................... 79 

184. Sheboygan, Central High School  ........................................................................... 79 

185. Sheboygan, Elementary School of the Arts and Academics  .................................. 80 

186. Sheboygan, George D. Warriner High School for Personalized Learning  ............ 80 

187. Sheboygan, George D. Warriner Middle School  ................................................... 80 

188. Sheboygan, I.D.E.A.S. (Innovation through Design, Engineering, 

   Arts and Sciences) Academy  .............................................................................. 81 

189. Sheboygan, Lake Country Academy 
n
 .................................................................... 81 

190. Sheboygan, Mosaic School, The  ............................................................................ 82 

191. Sheboygan, Northeast Wisconsin Montessori School ............................................ 82 

192. Sheboygan, Sheboygan Leadership Academy 
n
 ...................................................... 83 

193. Shorewood, New Horizons for Learning  ............................................................... 83 

194. Sparta, Innovations STEM Academy* ................................................................ 84 

195. Sparta, Lakeview Montessori School  ..................................................................... 84 

196. Sparta, Sparta Alternative Independent Learning School (SAILS)  ....................... 85 

197. Sparta, Sparta Charter Preschool ............................................................................ 85 

198. Sparta, Sparta High Point Charter School  .............................................................. 85 

199. Spooner, SAVE Academy Area Virtual Academy 
n
 ............................................... 85 

200. Stevens Point, Concerned About Reaching Everyone (CARE)  ............................. 86 

201. Tomorrow River, Central Wisconsin Virtual School* ...................................... 86 

202. Tomorrow River, Tomorrow River Community School  ........................................ 87 

203. UW-Milwaukee, Bruce Guadalupe Community School 
n
....................................... 87 

204. UW-Milwaukee, Capitol West Academy 
n
 ............................................................. 87 

205. UW-Milwaukee, Milwaukee College Preparatory School ï 36
th
 Street 

n
 ............... 88 

206. UW-Milwaukee, Milwaukee College Preparatory School ï North Campus*
n
 88 

207. UW-Milwaukee, Milwaukee Scholars 
n
 .................................................................. 88 

208. UW-Milwaukee, School for Early Development & Achievement (SEDA) 
n
 ......... 88 

209. UW-Milwaukee, Seeds of Health Elementary School 
n
 .......................................... 89 

210. UW-Milwaukee, Tenor High School 
n
 .................................................................... 90 

211. UW-Milwaukee, Urban Day Charter School, Inc 
n
. ................................................ 90 

212. UW-Milwaukee, Veritas High School 
n
 .................................................................. 91 

213. UW-Milwaukee, Woodlands School 
n
 .................................................................... 91 

214. UW-Milwaukee, Woodlands School East (WSE) 
n
 ................................................ 92 

215. UW-Parkside, 21st Century Preparatory School 
n
 .................................................. 92 

216. Verona, Core Knowledge Charter School  .............................................................. 93 

217. Verona, Exploration Academy  ............................................................................... 93 

218. Verona, New Century School  ................................................................................ 93 

219. Verona, Verona Area International School  ............................................................ 94 

220. Viroqua, Laurel High School  ................................................................................. 94 

221. Viroqua, Vernon County Better Futures High School  ........................................... 94 



 

x 

222. Viroqua, Viroqua Area Montessori School*....................................................... 95 

223. Watertown, Endeavor Charter School* .............................................................. 95 

224. Waukesha, eAchieve Academy - Wisconsin .......................................................... 95 

225. Waukesha, eAchieve Elementary* ...................................................................... 96 

226. Waukesha, Harvey Philip Alternative Charter School  ........................................... 96 

227. Waukesha, Waukesha Academy of Health Professions  ......................................... 96 

228. Waukesha, Waukesha Engineering Preparatory Academy  .................................... 97 

229. Waukesha, Waukesha STEM Academy  ................................................................ 97 

230. Waupun, School for Agricultural and Environmental Studies, The ....................... 98 

231. Wausau, Enrich, Excel, Achieve (EEA) Learning Academy  ................................. 98 

232. Wausau, Wausau Area Montessori Charter School  ............................................... 99 

233. Wausau, Wausau Engineering and Global Leadership Academy  .......................... 99 

234. Wauwatosa, Wauwatosa STEM ï Science, Technology, Engineering & Math ... 100 

235. Wauwatosa, Wauwatosa Virtual Academy  .......................................................... 100 

236. West Allis, Shared Journeys  ................................................................................ 101 

237. West Bend, Pathways  ........................................................................................... 101 

238. West De Pere, Phantom Knight School of Opportunity  ....................................... 101 

239. Weyauwega-Fremont, Waupaca County Charter School 
n
 ................................... 102 

240. Whitewater, JEDI Virtual High School 
n
 .............................................................. 102 

241. Whitewater, Lincoln Inquiry Charter School  ....................................................... 103 

242. Whitnall, CORE 4  ................................................................................................ 103 

243. Wisconsin Rapids, Mead Elementary School  ...................................................... 103 

244. Wisconsin Rapids, THINK Academy  .................................................................. 104 

 

 

Chapter 4 Appendices 

Appendix A: Wisconsin Charter School Law 118.40 ..................................................... 105 

Appendix B: New Charter Schools Opened in 2014-15 ................................................. 111 

Appendix C: Closed Charter Schools ............................................................................. 113 

Appendix D: Wisconsin Charter Schools by School Name ............................................ 121 

Appendix E: Wisconsin Charter Schools by Primary Educational Model ..................... 137 

Appendix F: Wisconsin 2R Charter Schools by School Name ....................................... 153 

Appendix G: Resources and Other Grant Funds ............................................................. 154 

 

 



 

1 

 

Introduction  
 

 

Charter School \chär-tEr skül\ n : A public school that: (1) in accordance with an 

enabling state statute is exempt from significant state or local rules; (2) is created by a 

developer as a public school; (3) provides a program of elementary or secondary 

education, or both; (4) is nonsectarian in its programs, admission policies, 

employment practices, and all other operations, and is not affiliated with a sectarian 

school or religious institution; (5) does not charge tuition; (6) complies with federal 

law; (7) admits students on the basis of a lottery if more students apply for admission 

than can be accommodated; (8) agrees to comply with the same federal and state audit 

requirements as other elementary and secondary schools in the state; (9) meets all 

applicable federal, state, and local health and safety requirements; and (10) operates in 

accordance with state law. 

 

Charter schools are public, nonsectarian schools created through a contract or 

ñcharterò between the operators and the sponsoring school board or other 

chartering authority. The Wisconsin charter school law gives charter schools 

freedom from most state rules and regulations in exchange for greater 

accountability for results. The charter defines the missions and methods of the 

charter school. The chartering authority holds the school accountable to its charter. 

Charter schools are created with the best elements of regular public schools in 

mind. Wisconsin established charter schools to foster an environment of creativity. 

Charter schools are, in essence, living laboratories that influence the larger public 

school system and introduce an element of entrepreneurship within that system. 

Charter school leaders may experiment with different instructional theories, site-

based management techniques, and other innovative practices. They learn, 

sometimes by trial and error, what works best for their student population. 

Traditional schools can observe and learn from what happens in the charter school 

and make similar improvements in other schools. Through this process, the entire 

public school system is continually challenged to improve itself. 

A charter school is developed to fit the special needs and interests of its 

community, parents, and students. This is what makes each charter school unique. 

While many goals for educating and preparing children are similar, each charter 

school fulfills a specific local need in education. Charter schools offer a choice to 

parents and students in the area of curriculum, teaching methodology, and 

classroom structure. In districts with charter schools, the community, school 

boards, and parents have identified their public education needs and established 

charters that meet them. 

Again, charter schools are public schools. They are freed from most state rules 

and regulations in exchange for greater accountability for results. 
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Wisconsin Charter 
Schools State Summary 
 
A:  History of Charter School Law 

The Wisconsin Charter Program was established in 1993 with authorization for 

10 school districts to establish up to two charter schools each, for a total of 20 

statewide. Thirteen charter schools were created under this law. In 1995, revisions 

to the first charter school law gave chartering authority to all school boards 

statewide and eliminated the cap on the total number of charter schools. In 1997, 

the state gave chartering authority in Milwaukee to the chancellor of the 

University of WisconsinïMilwaukee (UWïMilwaukee), to the Milwaukee Area 

Technical College (MATC), and to the Common Council of the city of 

Milwaukee. 

In the 1998 budget adjustment session, the state made additional changes to the 

law, allowing for a school district to contract with a cooperative educational 

service agency (CESA) to operate a charter school as long as it is located within 

the CESA. Another change required that a school board receiving a petition to 

establish a charter school or to convert a nonsectarian private school to a charter 

school must hold a public hearing on the matter and must consider the fiscal 

impact of the charterôs establishment. A final change required the school district in 

which a charter school is located to determine whether the charter school is an 

instrumentality of the school district. Instrumentality is defined in the section titled 

ñLegal Statusò later in this chapter. 

The changes that occurred in the 1999ï2001 biennial budget revolved around 

Milwaukee per-pupil aids and statewide assessments. In the 2001ï2003 budget 

bill, limited chartering authority was granted to the University of Wisconsin-

Parkside (UWïParkside) allowing it to establish a single charter school. Changes 

that occurred in the 2003ï2005 biennial budget exempted a specific charter school 

sponsored by UWïMilwaukee (Woodlands Academy) from some residency 

requirements. Additional changes in 2005 resulted in the elimination of previous 

school year attendance requirements for students residing in Milwaukee. (See 

appendix A for specific language.) In 2008, the state law was further amended to 

clarify requirements for virtual schools. In 2013, Wisconsin Act 20, the budget 

bill, included changes that increased the payments for pupils attending independent 

charter schools.  In addition, the law provided that UW-Milwaukee could sponsor 

independent charter schools anywhere within Milwaukee County or an adjacent 

county.  Furthermore, the law provided that pupils residing in Milwaukee County, 

or in an adjacent county would be permitted to attend any independent charter 

school located in Milwaukee County or an adjacent county. 
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B:  Sponsorship 

School boards are the primary charter school authorizers in Wisconsin. The 

Milwaukee Common Council, UWïMilwaukee, MATC, and UWïParkside also 

have chartering authority. With the exception of UWïParkside, each may 

establish, sponsor, and operate an unlimited number of charter schools. The 

chartering entity reviews submitted petitions and reserves complete discretion in 

granting or denying a petition. The chartering entity must give preference to an 

applicant who would establish a charter school to serve an at-risk student 

population. If the Milwaukee school board denies a petition, the denied petitioner 

may appeal to the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction (DPI). For 

information on school board action taken on new charter school petitions and 

proposals, please visit the section on Legislative Reports on the DPI website at:  

http://sms.dpi.wi.gov/cs_archives 

 

C:  Legal Status 

In school districts the school board may determine whether the charter school 

is an instrumentality of the school district in which it is located. If the board deems 

it an instrumentality, the district employs all personnel for the charter school. If the 

board determines the charter school is not an instrumentality, the personnel are 

considered employees of the charter school. 

Although some charter schools are identified as instrumentalities of the district, 

the word ñinstrumentalityò is not defined in the charter school law and has had 

limited use in Wisconsin. The word was initially included in the charter law to 

ensure continuing eligibility of charter school teachers in the Wisconsin 

Retirement System. Instrumentality as used in the retirement law defines the 

employer, making it clear that the employing school district is the entity 

responsible for workerôs compensation, insurance, unemployment compensation, 

employee insurance and benefits, liability for acts of school staff members, and so 

forth. 

A charter school in Milwaukee that receives its charter from the Milwaukee 

Common Council, UWïMilwaukee, or MATC is not an instrumentality of the 

Milwaukee Public Schools (MPS), and the MPS school board may not employ any 

personnel for the charter school. However, if the Milwaukee Common Council 

contracts with an individual or group operating a charter school for profit, then that 

charter school is an instrumentality of the MPS. The MPS board of education will 

then employ all personnel for the charter school. If the chancellor of UWïParkside 

contracts for the establishment of a charter school, the board of regents of the 

University of Wisconsin System may employ instructional staff for the charter 

school. 
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D:  What Charter Schools Can and Cannot Do 

Charter schools in Wisconsin are exempt from most state requirements 

regarding public education. However, teachers in charter schools must be licensed 

by the DPI. Also, students in charter schools are counted for membership in the 

local school district. State law provides that the charter or contract under which the 

school operates may be for any term not exceeding five years and may be renewed 

for one or more terms, each term again not exceeding five years. This law also 

stipulates that the charter must describe the methods the school will use to enable 

pupils to attain the general educational goals listed in § 118.01, Wis. Stats. Health 

and safety requirements, of course, apply to charter schools as well as to all 

Wisconsin public schools. Charter schools are not exempt from federal laws 

governing special education or civil rights policies, nor are they exempt from  

local school board policies unless negotiated in the charter contract. This last 

provision does not pertain to Non Instrumentality charter schools. For specific  

information regarding special education, see: http://sped.dpi.wi.gov 

A charter school cannot charge tuition and must be equally accessible to all 

students in the school district. Preference in admission must be given to students 

living within the attendance area of an existing school that is converted to a charter 

school. Nonresident students may enroll in a district and be assigned to a charter 

school under the Wisconsin Public School Open Enrollment Program. 

Charter schools may not discriminate on the basis of sex, race, religion, 

national origin, ancestry, pregnancy, marital or parental status, sexual orientation, 

or physical, mental, emotional, or learning disability. The charter school contract 

must clearly spell out how the school will achieve a racial and ethnic balance 

among its pupils that reflects the balance in the school district as a whole. 

Attendance at a charter school must be voluntary, and the district must provide 

alternative public education for pupils who do not wish to attend the charter school 

or who are not admitted to the charter school. This provision also applies should a 

school board enter into a contract that would result in the conversion of all the 

public schools in the district to charter schools. 

Charter schools receiving federal grant funds are subject to the Non-regulatory 

Guidance of the Public Charter Schools Program of the U.S. Department of 

Education. For a copy of this document, which clearly spells out admission and 

lottery requirements, please visit:  

http://sms.dpi.wi.gov/files/sms/pdf/cs_nonreg_guidance.pdf 
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E:  Organization and Governance 

Charter schools are free to be creative in setting up their administration and 

governance structures as long as parental involvement is required and the 

governing board is independent and autonomous from control by the authorizer. 

The governance board must have autonomy related to policy, budget, and 

personnel. Governance board membership must be comprised of a majority of 

non-district employees or school board members. Many charter schools break from 

traditional management models by establishing decision-making boards that 

include school staff, parents, and area employers. Others have parent and teacher 

committees that address school needs, such as fundraising and the budget. Others 

include student representatives in their governing bodies. 

Parental involvement and participation are hallmarks of charter schools. 

Although many parents readily volunteer, parental service may not be made a 

condition of pupil admission. 

In many charter schools that share facilities with other schools, they also share 

resources such as transportation, food service, accounting and payroll, libraries, 

and special education programs. They may also allow some charter school students 

to attend other classes such as art, music and physical education in a regular 

school. 

 

F:  Teaching Requirements 

The DPI licenses teachers in specific subject areas, and grade levels, and 

requires that teachers working in traditional public schools and virtual charter 

schools hold the appropriate license for the subject(s) and grade levels they teach. 

To give other charter schools more flexibility in their staffing, the DPI has created 

a charter school instructional staff license for fully licensed teachers to add to the 

term of their existing license(s). Already licensed teachers assigned to teach core 

academic subjects outside what is allowed under their regular teaching license may 

obtain the charter school instructional staff license if they meet Elementary and 

Secondary Education Act (ESEA) ñhighly qualifiedò requirements. To meet ESEA 

requirements, they must verify their content knowledge in the core academic 

subject through either a major or minor in the subject(s) or a passing score on the 

appropriate Wisconsin content test. The DPI may issue a one-year license allowing 

teachers of core academic subject(s) time to pass the Wisconsin content test or 

work toward at least a minor in the subject(s) to become ñhighly qualifiedò if their 

position is not funded under Title I or Title II A. 

Charter schools can also employ other professionals who are not trained as 

teachers by using a DPI-issued charter school instructional staff permit. Applicants 

for the charter school instructional staff permit must have either a bachelorôs 

degree in the subject area to be taught or in a related field or formal proof of 

mastery in the trade they are assigned to teach. Permit holders must be supervised 

by a fully licensed teacher. The chief administrator of the chartering authority may 

request that a charter school teaching permit be granted to an individual hired to 

perform instructional duties if a search for a qualified, licensed individual is 

unsuccessful. The charter school teaching permit is valid for one year and can be 
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renewed if the applicant completes six credits in an approved teacher education 

program. For additional information, on charter school teacher licensure, please 

see the Wisconsin Administrative Code in appendix A or the Teacher Education 

and Licensing home page at the DPI Website at http://tepdl.dpi.wi.gov/ 

 

G:  Funding 

Most of the money that funds Kï12 education in Wisconsin comes from state 

funds raised primarily through state income and sales taxes. The remaining funds 

come from other sources, including property taxes, federal aid, and local fees. 

In schools chartered by a school district, the contract or charter determines the 

amount of funding for the charter school each year. In some cases, the districtôs 

per-pupil expenditure follows the student as he or she moves from a regular public 

school to a charter school. In other cases, the charter school functions with less 

money. This can happen if a charter school shares an existing district facility, and 

shares management costs with the school district, participates in district services 

such as co-curricular activities, special education, psychological services, and food 

service. The school district counts charter school students on its regular count for 

state aid purposes. 

In schools chartered by the city of Milwaukee, UWïMilwaukee, MATC, or 

UWïParkside, the amount of funding is determined by state law. These nonï

school board sponsored/independent charter schools are funded from a 

proportionate reduction in state school aids from all 424 school districts. For the 

2014-15 school year (FY 15), the amount is $8,075 per pupil for the independent 

charter schools and is paid directly to the operator of charter schools. The total 

amount is based on the number of eligible students attending the charter school. 

Several charter schools have received grants and gifts from community, state and 

national organizations, foundations, businesses, and private individuals. 

 

H:  Grants 

Since 1996, the DPI has received Public Charter Schools Program (PCSP) 

grants from the U.S. Department of Education. In 1996, the DPI received a three-

year grant for more than $6.4 million. In 1999, the amount received was more than 

$8.75 million for three years, and for the years 2002-2005, more than $27.7 

million was awarded. The DPI received $52.5 million for the 2005-2009 four-year 

period. The DPI has been authorized to receive $69.64 million from 2009-2015. 

Ninety-five percent of the grant funds are awarded in sub-grants to charter schools. 

These federal grant funds may be used for planning and implementation activities 

such as professional development, assessment strategies, curriculum development, 

and investments in technology. In some cases, a reasonable amount may be used in 

the renovation of facilities to bring them up to health and safety codes. Grants may 

generally be used to defray costs not covered by state and local funds, but they 

may not be used for regular ongoing operational costs of the charter school, such 

as teacher or staff salaries, facilities, or transportation of students. 

PCSP funds also provide dissemination grants to successful established charter 

schools. Dissemination grant funds are awarded to charter schools that have been 
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in operation for at least three consecutive years, demonstrate substantial progress 

in improving student academic achievement, have high levels of parental 

satisfaction, and are financially viable. The funds are used to develop a product or 

service to assist other schools in adapting the charter schools program or certain 

aspects of it. 

 

I:  Accountability 

Charter schools are assigned individual school codes by the DPI. A charter 

school is a public school that is exempt from many traditional state and local rules 

and regulations, thus allowing greater flexibility in how it achieves student 

success. In exchange for this flexibility, charter schools are held accountable for 

meeting student achievement goals described in their charters. A charter school 

that fails to meet these goals may be closed by its authorizer. 

Pursuant to Wisconsin law, a charter may be granted for any term not 

exceeding five school years and may be renewed for a term not exceeding five 

years. A charter may be revoked if the authorizer finds that the charter school 

violated its contract or failed to comply with generally accepted accounting 

standards of fiscal management, or if its pupils failed to make sufficient progress 

in attaining educational goals. 

The best charter schools in Wisconsin and across the country balance clear 

educational goals and expectations with their unique styles and missions. These 

schools and their authorizers agree on the measurable pupil performance indicators 

they will use to demonstrate progress sufficient to renew the charter contract. 

These charter contracts call for regular reports to the authorizer and are in place 

prior to the opening of the school. 
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