MILWAUKEE PARENTAL CHOICE PROGRAM (MPCP)

MPCP Facts and Figures for 2003-2004
As of February 2004
In January 2004 there were 106 private schools participating in the MPCP, with a total enrollment of 13,231 students in the program.  Table 1 and Table 2 provide the total number of students in the MPCP by where (and if) they were enrolled at school in 2002-03.  The number of students listed in the table is reported by headcount and full-time equivalent (FTE).  For example, a four-year-old kindergarten student may be counted as 0.5 or 0.6 FTE.

TABLE 1

2003-2004 MPCP Students’ Prior Year Enrollments

3rd Friday in September 2003
	
	3rd Friday in September 2003

	2002-2003 Enrollment
	Headcount
	% of Headcount
	FTE
	% of FTE

	
	
	
	
	

	Enrolled in MPS
	2,945
	22.2%
	2,934.9
	23.0%

	Participated in MPCP
	8,591
	64.7%
	8,575.9
	67.1%

	Enrolled in a Private School, not in MPCP
	208
	1.6%
	200.1
	1.6%

	Not Enrolled in School Anywhere
	1,524
	11.5%
	1,067.2
	8.3%

	
	
	
	
	

	Total Students
	13,268
	100%
	12,778.1
	100%


TABLE 2

2003-2004 MPCP Students’ Prior Year Enrollments

2nd Friday in January 2004

	
	2nd Friday in January 2004

	2002-2003 Enrollment
	Headcount
	% of Headcount
	FTE
	% of FTE

	
	
	
	
	

	Enrolled in MPS
	3,070
	23.2%
	3,057.8
	24.0%

	Participated in MPCP
	8,401
	63.5%
	8,386
	65.8%

	Enrolled in a Private School, not in MPCP
	223
	1.7%
	214.6
	1.7%

	Not Enrolled in School Anywhere
	1,537
	11.6%
	1,077.2
	8.5%

	
	
	
	
	

	Total Students
	13,231
	100%
	12,735.6
	100%


In the 2003-04 school year, the MPCP state aid for a student enrolled full-time in the MPCP is $5,882 or the private school’s operating and debt service cost per student, whichever is less.  The operating and debt service cost per student at the school is determined by an independent auditor in a report due to the DPI by September 1 after the school year.  The school’s costs per student determined in that audit will be compared to the MPCP state aid amount and, if less, the school will owe the difference back to the state.

Starting with the 2003-04 school year, the MPCP state aid payment increase over the prior year’s payment is the amount of the percent change in the general school aids appropriations from the prior school year to the current school year.  If the percent change is a negative number, the per pupil payment amount would not change from the prior year.  The 2003-04 MPCP state aid amount is the 2002-03 amount of $5,783 per student increased by $99 to equal $5,882 per FTE student.  In prior years, the MPCP state aid amount increased over the prior year’s amount by the statewide per pupil increase allowed under the revenue limits imposed upon public school districts.  
Beginning in the 2001-02 school year, the amount needed to fund the MPCP is funded 45% from a reduction in state general aid to MPS and 55% from state general purpose revenue.  The program is estimated to cost $76,171,900 million in 2003-04 for an estimated 12,950 FTE students.  MPS can replace the reduction in state aid with an increase in its property tax levy; however, the amount levied is not included in the definition of partial school revenues.  Prior to the 2001-02 school year, the MPCP was funded from a 50% reduction in state general aid to MPS and a 50% reduction in state general aid to the other 425 public school districts in the state.  In addition, under the old law, a school district was allowed to increase its property tax levy to offset any aid reduction and these amounts were included in the definition of partial school revenues.

Table 3 shows the MPCP enrollment by grade level for the 3rd Friday in September 2003 and 2nd Friday in January 2004 count dates.

TABLE 3

MPCP 2003-2004 Enrollment by Grade Level*

	
	
	3rd Friday in September
	2nd Friday in January

	Grade Level 
	
	Headcount
	FTE
	Headcount
	FTE

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4 Year-Old Kindergarten
	
	1,099
	622.1
	1,113
	631.1

	5 Year-Old Kindergarten
	
	1,371
	1,358
	1,368
	1,354.5

	1st Grade
	
	1,277
	1,277
	1,274
	1,274

	2nd Grade
	
	1,272
	1,272
	1,254
	1,254

	3rd Grade
	
	1,161
	1,161
	1,145
	1,145

	4th Grade
	
	1,150
	1,150
	1,129
	1,129

	5th Grade
	
	1,049
	1,049
	1,024
	1,024

	6th Grade
	
	984
	984
	983
	983

	7th Grade
	
	922
	922
	938
	938

	8th Grade
	
	978
	978
	960
	960

	9th Grade
	
	560
	560
	587
	587

	10th Grade
	
	620
	620
	613
	613

	11th Grade
	
	465
	465
	482
	482

	12th Grade
	
	360
	360
	361
	361

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Totals
	
	13,268
	12,778.1
	13,231
	12,735.6


*These are unaudited numbers.
