MILWAUKEE PARENTAL CHOICE PROGRAM (MPCP)

MPCP Facts and Figures for 2008-2009
As of May 2009
In January 2009 there were 125 private schools participating in the MPCP, with a total enrollment of 19,739 students or 19,049.1 full-time equivalent (FTE) in the program.*  In the 2008-09 school year, the MPCP state aid for a student enrolled full-time in the MPCP is $6,607 or the private school’s operating and debt service cost per student, whichever is less.  The operating and debt service cost per student at the school is determined by an independent auditor in a report due to the DPI by September 1 after the school year.  The school’s costs per student determined in that audit will be compared to the MPCP state aid amount and, if less, the school will owe the difference back to the state.

Starting with the 2003-04 school year, the MPCP state aid payment increase over the prior year’s payment is the amount of the percent change in the general school aids appropriations from the prior school year to the current school year.  If the percent change is a negative number, the per pupil payment amount would not change from the prior year.  The 2008-09 MPCP state aid amount is the 2007-08 amount of $6,501 per student increased by $106 to equal $6,607 per FTE student. In prior years, the MPCP state aid amount increased over the prior year’s amount by the statewide per pupil increase allowed under the revenue limits imposed upon public school districts.  
Beginning in the 2001-02 school year, the amount needed to fund the MPCP is funded 45% from a reduction in state general aid to MPS and 55% from state general purpose revenue.  The program is estimated to cost $128,836,500 in 2008-09 for an estimated 19,500 FTE students.  MPS can replace the reduction in state aid with an increase in its property tax levy.  Prior to the 2001-02 school year, the MPCP was funded from a 50% reduction in state general aid to MPS and a 50% reduction in state general aid to the other 425 public school districts in the state.  In addition, under the old law, a school district was allowed to increase its property tax levy to offset any aid reduction and these amounts were included in the definition of partial school revenues.

The table below shows the MPCP enrollment by grade level for the 3rd Friday in September 2008 and 2nd Friday in January count dates.

MPCP 2008-2009 Enrollment by Grade Level*

	
	
	3rd Friday in September
	2nd Friday in January

	Grade Level 
	
	Headcount
	FTE
	Headcount
	FTE

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4 Year-Old Kindergarten
	
	1,653
	954.3
	1,629
	939.6

	5 Year-Old Kindergarten
	
	1,788
	1,787.5
	1,748
	1,747.5

	1st Grade
	
	1,850
	1,850
	1,828
	1,828

	2nd Grade
	
	1,788
	1,788
	1,775
	1,775

	3rd Grade
	
	1,736
	1,736
	1,684
	1,684

	4th Grade
	
	1,633
	1,633
	1,601
	1,601

	5th Grade
	
	1,544
	1,544
	1,494
	1,494

	6th Grade
	
	1,576
	1,576
	1,561
	1,561

	7th Grade
	
	1,473
	1,473
	1,467
	1,467

	8th Grade
	
	1,372
	1,372
	1,342
	1,342

	9th Grade
	
	1,207
	1,207
	1,157
	1,157

	10th Grade
	
	1,005
	1,005
	966
	966

	11th Grade
	
	830
	830
	827
	827

	12th Grade
	
	658
	658
	660
	660

	Totals
	
	20,113
	19,413.8
	19,739
	19,049.1


*These are unaudited numbers and are subject to change.  
