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Introduction and Purpose 
 
The Arrowhead Library System (ALS) is a single county library system in Rock County, 
with seven member libraries in Beloit, Clinton, Edgerton, Evansville (Eager Free Public 
Library), Janesville (Hedberg Public Library), Milton and Orfordville. Rock County has a 
population estimated at 160,389 with approximately 40,100 living in communities 
without a library. Many of the seven libraries are in communities under 6000. The 
number of staff at the libraries varies greatly with 1.85 FTEs at the smallest library in 
Orfordville to 46.45 FTEs at the Hedberg Public Library in Janesville. 
 
Funding for services provided by ALS to the member libraries comes either from the 
State of Wisconsin or from fees from the libraries. While Arrowhead is considered a 
department of Rock County, no county funding is used to provide ALS services. The 
funding that Rock County levies for library services is collected based on a formula that 
includes the ratio of usage of libraries by residents who live in municipalities without 
libraries. Funding is distributed to public libraries as a reimbursement for providing 
library services to those residents who live in the county’s communities without libraries. 
Only the residents of the municipalities without their own libraries pay the county library 
tax.  
 
In addition to its member libraries, ALS has seven affiliate members, Beloit College, 
Blackhawk Technical College, Beloit Schools, Evansville Schools, Milton Schools, 
Parkview (Orfordville) Schools and the Wisconsin School for the Blind and Visually 
Impaired who receive primarily delivery services from the system. 
 
Members of the Technology Planning Task Force   

 
ALS Director, Steve Platteter 
Director, Beloit Public Library, Nick Dimassis 
Director, Clinton Public Library, Mary Bieber 
Director, Edgerton Public Library, Kirsten Almo 
Director, Eager Free Public Library, Megan Kloeckner 
Director, Hedberg Public Library, Bryan McCormick 
Director, Milton Public Library, Ashlee Kunkel 
Director, Orfordville Public Library, Sarah Strunz 
IT Manager, Beloit Public Library, Wyatt Ditzler 
Computer Systems Manager, Hedberg Public Library, Emrick Gunderson 
IT & ILS Manager, Lakeshores Library System, Jim Novy 

mailto:platteter.steve@als.lib.wi.us
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Mission  
 
The mission of ALS is to facilitate equitable access to information and improved library 
operations to provide cost-effective and responsive services for all users. In support of 
this collaborative effort, the system is defined as its member libraries, System Staff and 
the System Board.  
 
 
 
Background  

ALS provides library services to seven member public libraries, as well as seven 
affiliate member libraries, including two academic and five public school libraries.  
 
ALS and its member public libraries, Beloit Public Library, Clinton Public Library, 
Edgerton Public Library, Eager Free Public Library (Evansville), Hedberg Public Library 
(Janesville), Milton Public Library and Orfordville Public Library have a long history of 
training staff and public to use modern technology and resource sharing.  
 
Modern technology, equipment, and resources have improved staff efficiency, 
supported interlibrary loan, provided Internet service for the public and staff, and 
supported member library web pages. This has empowered the staff and patrons to 
take full advantage of modern technology and have full access to information.  
 
In 1984, ALS staff and its member libraries’ staff began using microcomputers for basic 
office applications including word processing, databases, spreadsheets, and desktop 
publishing. Member public libraries began using the Apple IIe computers in 1984 and 
have continued to update their computers to keep pace with technological 
advancements since that time.  
 
A variety of PC workstations and networks were established at each member library 
and a network of Macintosh computers was installed at the ALS office in the mid 1980s. 
The ALS computer network was replaced with a Windows 2000 Server and LAN with 
PCs in September of 2000. A DSL connection for all ALS staff computers was added in 
2003 creating faster access to the Internet.  
 
The ALS staff and member libraries staff rely on the Internet for data and electronic 
communication with each other and other agencies. In 1997, funding from a WATF/ETB 
grant written by the ALS provided member libraries with an introduction to the Internet. 
The grant provided computers for member libraries and a server and modem network 
housed at the Hedberg Public Library for Internet access.  
 
In 2000, the ALS server was upgraded to a Windows 2000 server in order to provide 
more efficient access to e-mail and other Internet services and to improve inter-office 
communication.  
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A REACH grant in 2003 brought Beloit Public Library, Milton Public Library, and 
Orfordville Public Library into the ALS WAN.  Until 2009, all libraries had a service that 
was at or exceeded the T-1 lines.  In 2009 the ALS WAN was upgraded to a 20-mbps 
line.   While this was helpful, the bandwidth was not enough after the shared ILS was 
put in place. All libraries still experienced some slow-down in Internet service at peak 
use periods of the day.  In 2014 LSTA funds were used in a state initiative of the DPI 
and DOA to bring fiber to all public libraries on the BCN network. All ALS libraries 
participated in this project. At the end of 2014 all libraries now had fiber in their 
buildings along with an increase to at least 10 Mbps. The head end was increased to 
100 Mbps WAN and 100 Mbps ITP. Bandwidth was again increased in 2017 and 2018 
with 100 Mbps for member libraries and 500 Mbps WAN and 500 ITP at the headend. 
As part of the migration into the SHARE Consortium, a virtual connection to the 
Lakeshores LS WAN was established. This connection was problematic and in 2019 all 
seven ALS member libraries were moved on to the LLS WAN. 

Before 2007, all seven ALS member libraries operated their own ILS. Work began in 
2005 to bring all seven libraries into a new shared integrated library system (ILS). After 
two years of planning, the Arrowhead Library System purchased the Innovative 
Interfaces Inc. Millennium ILS for the seven member libraries. The system’s 
implementation began at the beginning of 2007, with the system fully operational for the 
seven member libraries in May of 2007.  Beloit Public Library, Edgerton Public Library, 
and Hedberg Public Library started the Innovative Interfaces, Inc. shared system on 
May 30, 2007.  LSTA grants were used to bring the libraries into the shared automation 
system.  In November 2007, Clinton Public Library, Eager Free Public Library, Milton 
Public Library and Orfordville Public Library joined the shared system. In January 2018, 
all member libraries joined the SHARE Consortium. SHARE is an ILS collaboration of 
the Arrowhead, Lakeshores and Kenosha County library systems which utilizes the 
SIRSIDynix Symphony ILS and Enterprise catalog.  

 
All member libraries and ALS have computers for the staff and public to provide access 
to the statewide Badgerlink database. WISCAT and the SHARE Consortium are used 
by all libraries and most affiliate libraries for interlibrary loan. Other technology at each 
library and the system office include printers, fax machines, photocopiers, digital 
microfilm readers, and voice communications. All ALS libraries offer WiFi to their 
patrons and staff.  
 
 
 
Shared Automation System  
 
In the 1980s, Beloit and Janesville installed a shared automated system and 
established a centralized processing center. The two libraries dissolved their shared 
system in 1993.  
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The process to develop a new shared system started in 2002. The public libraries 
prepared for implementation of a shared automation system through a series of 
meetings with technology consultant, Linda Miller.  
 
The result of the meetings was that the ALS librarians and technical staff determined 
that it was not feasible at this time to start a shared system. Neither Hedberg nor Beloit 
Public Libraries were ready to purchase a new system and the small libraries and ALS 
could not financially support a shared automation system at the time.  
 
Another study of implementing a shared system or joining an existing shared system 
started in 2004. LSTA funds are considered a crucial part of the funding necessary to 
join an existing shared system. Because of the available grants, both Hedberg and 
Beloit agreed that they could not implement stand-alone systems as economically as 
joining in a shared system. Once this agreement was made, the shared system 
implementation moved forward.  
 
In 2005- 2006 a consultant was hired to lead the seven libraries through the process of 
developing a shared system and choosing a vendor. The Innovative Interfaces Inc (iii). 
system was chosen for the shared system and was implemented in 2007, with LSTA 
grants to bring in Beloit Public Library, Edgerton Public Library and Hedberg Public 
Library in the first round and Clinton Public Library, Eager Free Public Library, Milton 
Public Library, and Orfordville Public Library in the second round.  
 
By November 2007, all ALS member libraries had joined the shared automation system, 
RockCat. It was accessible at http://rockcat.als.lib.wi.us and through each library’s 
homepage and the ALS homepage. Each library has their own processing operation for 
cataloging and preparing materials for circulation. 
 
In 2016, as part of the strategic planning process ALS had been involved in, one 
immediate concern was identified. While running the latest updates, RockCat was 
running on a legacy system no longer under major development and was unable to 
provide some functionality and features requested by the member libraries. In order to 
determine next generation ILS for Arrowhead, the ALS Board created an ILS 
Exploration Committee which was charged with recommending the best course of 
action in regard to RockCat. The committee was comprised of four member library 
directors, seven member library staff members, an ALS Board member, the ALS 
director, the DLT Public Library Technology Consultant and a facilitator from WiLS. The 
committee was charged with not just looking at whether to migrate to the current iii 
product Sierra or another vendor’s similar ILS, but also to see if joining a neighboring 
ILS consortium, would be in the better interest of ALS. 
In October of 2016, ALS on behalf of the ILS Exploration Committee sent out a request 
for proposal (RFP) to the three neighboring ILS Consortiums: the South Central Library 
System’s LINKcat, Bridges Library System’s CAFÉ and the Lakeshores LS-Kenosha 
County LS SHARE consortium. A request was also sent to Innovative Interfaces Inc in 
regard to their Sierra product. Demonstrations of the three consortiums, and iii Sierra, 
were held on four separate dates in February of 2017 and on March 3rd the ILS 
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Exploration committee recommended that ALS join the SHARE Consortium, the shared 
catalog of the Lakeshores (Walworth & Racine counties) and Kenosha County Library 
Systems. On March 15, 2017, the ALS member library directors sent this 
recommendation to the ALS Board which approved it at the April 12, 2017 Arrowhead 
Library System Board meeting. On January 10, 2018 ALS went live in SHARE 
Consortium. 
 
 
 
Resource Sharing  
 
Resource sharing was enhanced with the retrospective conversion of the collections of 
the seven member public libraries and the affiliate libraries. From 1986 through 1989 
ALS staff converted almost 100% of the collections of all libraries in the county.  
 
In 1987, the library system installed an electronic bulletin board and created a multi-
type resource sharing opportunity for public, school, academic, and special libraries. 
This remained operational until the migration to the Brodart QuILL product for 
interlibrary loan processing in the late 1990s. In 2002 another migration was made to 
the web-based WISCAT ILL system.  
 
All ALS public libraries use the WISCAT ILL system for Interlibrary Loan. However, not 
all ALS affiliate libraries use the ILL system, and the ALS staff continues to provide 
access to interlibrary loan services for these libraries. ALS and Resources for Libraries 
and Life Long Learning provide training and technical support for library staff using 
WISCAT ILL.  
 
In the 1990s and early 2000s, five member libraries, Clinton Public Library, Edgerton 
Public Library, Eager Free Public library, Milton Public Library and Orfordville Public 
Library installed the Follett Software Corporation automated circulation and catalog 
systems. Several affiliate libraries, Janesville Public Schools, Evansville Public Schools 
and Edgerton Public Schools, also installed the Follett systems.  
 
In 2007 all seven ALS public libraries migrated to the Innovative Interfaces, Inc. shared 
automation system, Millennium.  
 
The ALS member libraries went live in the SHARE Consortium in January of 2018. 
SHARE is the resource sharing consortium of the Lakeshores, Kenosha County and 
Arrowhead library systems. 
 
 
Computer Training and Technical Assistance  
 
In 2000, ALS did a long-range plan and found that the most pressing need expressed 
by the public librarians was the need for enhanced computer training and technical 
assistance. In response to this need, ALS provided a full-time computer systems 
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technician for maintenance and installation of hardware and software in member 
libraries and a full-time computer trainer.  
 
The technician began work in September 2000 and the trainer in January 2001. Both 
had offices at Hedberg Public Library. The technician and trainer were available to all 
member libraries and ALS. In 2003, the technician position was eliminated and the 
trainer position was reduced to half-time.  
 
The trainer provided individual and group training on a variety of software programs, e-
mail, and internet searching. The trainer also developed manuals and other training 
materials for the public and staff.  
 
Training on the use of technology is provided to the member libraries and affiliate library 
staff. In addition to the system and member library training for staff and public, member 
libraries have provided training at public school computer labs through cooperative 
efforts with local school districts.  
 
ALS and member libraries have provided staff training for the Internet, Badgerlink, 
automated systems, Windows programs, and electronic databases. Training for the 
public has included Internet access, Badgerlink, computer catalogs, EBAY, genealogy, 
electronic databases, job applications, and Windows based programs. The training has 
been funded by ALS, GATES grants, member libraries, and LSTA funds.  
 
ALS currently cooperates with neighboring library systems to provide training. Bridges, 
Lakeshores, Kenosha County and South Central library systems have all been 
collaborating partners with ALS in providing continuing education opportunities for 
library staff.  
 
In 2000, Hedberg established a permanent computer lab for public and staff training. 
The lab was funded by gifts from the Woodruff Trust and the Hedberg Public Library 
Foundation. The room accommodated 16 individuals for hands-on training. In addition 
to staff and public training, the lab has been used by the City of Janesville to provide 
training for its employees.  
 
In 2009, Beloit Public Library moved to a new facility with a computer lab. The lab has 
12 public access computers and one instructor station for public and staff training.  
 
In January 2007, ALS hired a shared system administrator, responsible for working with 
the shared system vendor, the member library staffs and ALS staff to prepare for the 
transition to the shared system. The shared system administrator provided technical 
assistance for the software of the new shared system, made recommendations for 
workflow, policies and procedures. She coordinated the circulation and catalog 
committees’ meetings to develop policies and procedures related to circulating and 
processing materials. The system administer also provided technical training to staff 
and patrons as well as trouble shooting technology issues at member libraries. At the 



 

7 

 

same time, ALS added additional deliveries to the five small libraries to aid in the 
distribution of materials. All member libraries received five day a week delivery. 
 
Ten years later in June of 2017 Arrowhead signed an ILS support agreement with the 
Lakeshores Library System to facilitate ILS support and training in SHARE Consortium 
which ALS was in the process of joining. Then in July of 2019 ALS also signed an IT 
and Network Support Services agreement with LLS to provide WAN administrative and 
IT support and training to the ALS member libraries.  

 
 
Needs and Assets Assessment 
 
Electronic Resource Sharing Needs  
 
1. New uses of technology applicable to libraries are continually becoming available, but 
libraries need the resources to research and implement them.  
 
2. Libraries need to enumerate and evaluate the impact of electronic resources.  
 
3. Full-text resources are available via the Internet but libraries need assistance in 
selecting them and in negotiating favorable contracts. ALS supports the funding of 
Badgerlink, the statewide database.  
 
4. ALS and member libraries need to continue to explore cooperative purchasing of 
electronic resources.  
 
 
Online Needs  
 
1. ALS and each member library have a web site, but not all libraries have the 
resources to create, update, and maintain one. These libraries need ALS to continue to 
provide this support.  
 
2. The system and member library web sites need to be interactive and offer patron 
access to electronic resources and information.  
 
3. Libraries need updated technology on current public access workstations and/or 
more workstations to provide Internet access.  
 
 
Hardware and Software Needs  
 
1. Resources are needed for some ALS member libraries to research, purchase and 
implement adaptive technology for users with disabilities.  
 
2. Inventories of hardware and software at the ALS office and member libraries need to 
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be made on an annual basis.  
 
3. Libraries and ALS need system-wide coordination of the selection and 
implementation of technology.  
 
4. Libraries need the best equipment and software available and the best technical 
service to maintain and enhance the quality of library service to patrons and staff.  
 
5. Computer hardware and software at the ALS office and at member libraries must be 
continually upgraded and replaced to be effective tools to enhance service to users and 
improve staff efficiency 
 
 
Infrastructure and Inventories 
WAN Services: 
All ALS member libraries share a wide area network. All bandwidth is provided by 
BadgerNet/TEACH. The head end is located at the Waterford Public Library and is 
administered by the Lakeshores Library System (LLS). Arrowhead, Lakeshores and the 
Southwest Wisconsin library systems share the WAN. For network mapping please 
reference the Lakeshores Library System’s technology plan. 

WAN devices and bandwidth: 
Beloit Public Library – Ubiquiti EdgeRouter X – 100 Mbps 
Clinton Public Library - Ubiquiti EdgeRouter X – 100 Mbps 
Eager Free Public Library - Ubiquiti EdgeRouter X – 100 Mbps 
Edgerton Public Library - Ubiquiti EdgeRouter X – 100 Mbps 
Hedberg Public Library - Ubiquiti EdgeRouter Pro  – 1 Gbps 
Milton Public Library/ALS Office - Ubiquiti EdgeRouter X – 100 Mbps 
Orfordville Public Library - Ubiquiti EdgeRouter X – 50 Mbps 
 
Local Infrastructures: 
-Beloit Public Library 
Staff workstations: 44 
OPACs: 8 
VM/Servers/Special machines:20 includes Email & Webserver 
100 Mbps BadgerNet/TEACH connection through AT&T 
Public workstations: 28 
200 Mbps Charter connection 
 
-Clinton Public Library 
Staff workstations: 4 
Staff Laptops: 3 
OPAC: 1 
Public Workstations: 11 
iPads; 2 
Server for file sharing: 1 
100 Mbps BadgerNet/TEACH connection through Frontier/Charter 
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-Eager Free Public Library 
Staff workstations: 8 
Public workstations: 8 
Staff Laptops: 1 
Staff iPads: 2 
OPAC iPads: 3 
Children’s iPads: 3 
Server for file sharing: 1 
Staff Printers; 2 
Copier: 1 
Microfilm computer: 1 
Microfilm scanner: 1 
TV Monitors: 4  Projector & Screen: 1 
100 Mbps BadgerNet/TEACH connection through AT&T 
 
-Edgerton Public Library 
Staff workstations: 8 
Public workstations: 14 
Public laptop: 2 
Laptop with projector: 1 
Public iPads (children’s area only): 2 
Server for file sharing: 1 
Networked printers: 2 
100 Mbps BadgerNet/TEACH connection through Frontier/Charter 
 
-Hedberg Public Library 
Servers: 5 physical, 15 virtual 
Staff workstations: 61 
Staff laptops: 7 
Staff tablets: 15 
OPACs: 7 
Public workstations: 45 
Public Laptops: 12 
1 Gbps BadgerNet/TEACH connection through AT&T 
 
-Milton Public Library/Arrowhead Library System Headquarters 
The Arrowhead Library System HQ is located within the Milton Public Library 
Milton PL and ALS share a 100 Mbps BadgerNet/TEACH connection through 
CenturyLink 
Milton PL 
Staff Windows OS workstations: 7 
Staff iOS workstation (Loan from Milton School District): 1 
Staff iOS laptop: 1 
Staff iPad (Loan from Milton School District): 4 
Public workstations: 7 
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SPARK (Makerspace) Laptops (Loan from Milton School District): 6 
SPARK (Makerspace) iMacs (Loan from Milton School District): 2 
OPAC iPads (Loan from Milton School District):  4 
Children’s iPads (Loan from Milton School District):4 
Copier/printers: 2 
Staff printers: 2 
Large screen TV/monitors: 9 
Server for file sharing: 1 
 
Arrowhead Library System Headquarters 
Windows OS laptops: 3 
iOS laptop: 1  
Server for domain control and file sharing: 1 
--in 2020 both the MPL and ALS servers will be merged into a single server and run 
virtually. 
Arrowhead maintains a mobile makerspace lab for use by the member libraries, 
contents of the lab are listed at: https://www.als.lib.wi.us/site/services-for-libraries-
boards/mobile-makerspace/   
 
-Orfordville Public Library 
Staff workstations: 3 
Staff Laptops: 1 
Public workstations: 4 
iPads: 2 
50 Mbps BadgerNet/TEACH connection through Frontier/Charter 
 
 

Resource Sharing  

ILL 
All ALS public libraries use the WISCAT ILL system for Interlibrary Loan. However, not 
all ALS affiliate libraries use the ILL system, and the ALS staff continues to provide 
access to interlibrary loan services for these libraries. ALS also helps to provide 
technical support for library staff using WISCAT ILL.  

ILS 

All seven member libraries participate in the SHARE Consortium. SHARE provides the 
shared ILS and catalog of Arrowhead, Lakeshores and Kenosha County library 
systems and utilizes the SIRSIDynix’s Symphony ILS and Enterprise catalog.   

To improve circulation efficiencies, ALS will be implementing a RFID project in 2020. 
The goal of the project is to RFID tag the circulating collections of the ALS member 
libraries. 

 
 

https://www.als.lib.wi.us/site/services-for-libraries-boards/mobile-makerspace/
https://www.als.lib.wi.us/site/services-for-libraries-boards/mobile-makerspace/
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WAN 

All libraries share a wide area network. The head end is located at the Waterford 
Public Library and is administered by the Lakeshores Library System (LLS). 
Arrowhead, Lakeshores and the Southwest Wisconsin library systems share the WAN. 

Delivery 

ALS delivers five days a week to all seven member libraries and twice a week to 
affiliate libraries. To facilitate SHARE delivery Arrowhead also contracts, with a private 
courier service, for five days a week delivery to the Lakeshores Library System 
delivery hub. 
 
To improve delivery efficiencies, ALS will be implementing a RFID project in 2020. The 
goal of the project is to RFID tag the circulating collections of the ALS member 
libraries. 
 

 

 
Summary of Major Goals  
 
1. ALS, member libraries and affiliate libraries will promote cooperation and resource 
sharing among public libraries, school libraries, academic libraries, and other types of 
libraries.  
 
2. ALS and member libraries will provide well-trained staff with the knowledge about 
using technology to improve library service.  
 
3. ALS and member libraries will provide technology services and planning within the 
system to increase cooperative ventures.  
 
4. ALS and member libraries will support development and maintenance of library web 
pages to provide information to the staff and public about library services.  
 
5. ALS and member libraries will provide sufficient funding to support the increased and 
effective use of technology in libraries.  
 
6. ALS and member libraries will develop innovative programs for the use of technology 
in libraries.  
 
 
Goals and Objectives  
 
1. Goal: ALS, member libraries, and affiliate libraries will promote cooperation and 
resource sharing among public libraries, school libraries, academic libraries, and other 
types of libraries.  
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 Objective 1.1: Member libraries, ALS and affiliate libraries staff will meet regularly 
to evaluate, improve, and implement efficient resource sharing.  

 Objective 1.2: ALS and member libraries will purchase WISCAT to support the 
online ILL resource sharing capabilities.  

 Objective 1.3: ALS and member libraries will encourage State ILL staff to 
continue to seek improvements to interlibrary loan automation.  

 Objective 1.4: ALS member libraries will provide up-to-date access to their 
materials via the online catalog.  

 Objective 1.5: ALS member libraries will support and contribute to the Wisconsin 
Public Library Consortium (WPLC).  

 Objective 1.6: ALS member libraries will support and promote BadgerLink 
resources.  

 
2. Goal: ALS and member libraries will provide well-trained staff with knowledge about 
using technology to improve library services.  

 Objective 2.1: Through a Maintenance and Support Services Agreement with the 
Lakeshores Library System (LLS), ALS will provide training and maintenance of 
the SHARE ILS for ALS member libraries.  

 Objective 2.2: ALS and member libraries will develop and adopt a standard for 
staff competencies in technology.  

 Objective 2.3: ALS will schedule an adequate number of technology-rated 
workshops every year.   

 Objective 2.4: ALS will allocate funds in the continuing education budget for 
technology-related training of system, member libraries and affiliate libraries staff.  
 

 
3. Goal: ALS and member libraries will provide technology services and planning within 
the system to increase cooperative ventures.  

 Objective 3.1: ALS and member libraries will investigate technology that will 
improve access to the holdings of member and affiliate libraries.  

 Objective 3.2: ALS will continue to provide member libraries with Internet access.  
 Objective 3.3: ALS and each member library will conduct an inventory and 

annual assessment of the hardware and software which will be available online.  
 Objective 3.4: ALS will support, through an IT and Network Support Services 

Agreement with LLS, hardware and software used to provide Internet access for 
the ALS office and seven member libraries.  

 Objective 3.5: Member libraries will provide and continue to improve Internet 
access to the general public and assure that high speed connections are present 
to support Internet and voice communications.  

 Objective 3.6: ALS will provide technical support for and maintenance of ALS 
electronic resources and telecommunication systems.  
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 Objective 3.7: ALS will continue to use the Monthly Memo to share information 
on new technologies and electronic resources available to libraries.  

4. Goal: ALS and member libraries will support the development and maintenance of 
library web pages to provide information to the staff and public about library services.  

 Objective 4.1: ALS will develop and improve web pages for member libraries and 
ALS.  

 
5. Goal: ALS and member libraries will provide sufficient funding to support the 
increased and effective use of technology in libraries  

 Objective 5.1: ALS and member libraries will prioritize available technology funds 
to provide member libraries with continued high-speed access to the Internet.  

 Objective 5.2: Member libraries will allocate a portion of their budgets to improve 
and expand technological resources in their libraries.  

 Objective 5.3: ALS will provide consulting services to member and affiliate 
libraries to prepare grants for technology-related projects.   

 Objective 5.4: ALS will seek grant funds and discounts for specific technology 
projects from sources including the LSTA and other Wisconsin and local 
foundations.  

 Objective 5.5: ALS and member libraries will budget annually for hardware, 
software and ongoing maintenance of the shared system for which each library is 
responsible.  

 Objective 5.6: ALS will organize efforts in member and affiliate libraries to 
advocate full state funding for the statewide databases.  

 Objective 5.7: ALS will coordinate cooperative purchasing and resource sharing.  

 
6. Goal: ALS and member libraries will develop innovative programs for the use of 
technology in libraries  

 Objective 6.1: A technology committee is responsible for long range planning for 
new technology applications at ALS and in member libraries and updating the 
technology plan as needed. The committee will meet as needed to share 
technology initiatives, and changes and trends in library technology.  

 Objective 6.2: ALS will collect and disseminate information on major technology 
initiatives in ALS libraries.  

 Objective 6.3: ALS will coordinate the development of special projects of interest 
to member and affiliate libraries that use technology to enhance services to 
special-needs populations.  

 Objective 6.4: ALS will investigate software and hardware to enhance patrons’ 
interactive online experience.  
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Budget 
 

 2020 2021 2022 

Budget Item Associated 
Goals/Objectives 

Amount Funding 
Source 

Amount Funding 
Source 

Amount Funding 
Source 

SHARE 1.4 73,462 Library 
Fees 

    

SHARE Support 2.1, 5.5 83,000 Library 
Fees 

83,000 Library 
Fees 

83,000 Library 
Fees 

Network Support 3.4 1,500 State Aid 1,500 State Aid 1500 State Aid 

WiscNet 5.1 5,000 State Aid 5,000 State Aid 5,000 State Aid 

WPLC Buying Pool 1.5 29,222 Library 
Fees 

    

OD Advantage 1.5 5,000 State Aid 5,000 State Aid 5,000 State Aid 

Hoopla Content  25,000 State Aid 25,000 State Aid 25,000 State Aid 

Additional Hoopla  65,273 Library 
Fees 

    

Gale Courses  16,104 State Aid     

PC Replacements  3,000 State Aid     

WISCAT 1.2 200 State Aid 200 State Aid 200 State Aid 

SEWI CE 2.4 1,165 State Aid     

Statewide Delivery  13,794 State Aid     

SHARE Delivery  20,000 State Aid 15,900 State Aid 15,900 State Aid 

ALS Delivery  59,486 State Aid     

RFID Project 1.4 60,000 ALS Fund 
Balance 

    

Total  461,206      

2020 Library IT 
Budgets 

Beloit PL Clinton PL Edgerton 
PL 

Eager 
Free PL 

Hedberg 
PL 

Milton PL Orfordville 
PL 

SHARE 16,526 1,525 5,034 3,430 41,246 4,432 1,269 

SHARE Support 20,418 1,851 5,276 4,357 44,289 5,409 1,400 

WPLC Buying Pool 7,189 652 1,857 1,534 15,592 1,905 493 

Hoopla 12,000 2,302 4,411 3,000 37,060 4,000 2,500 

WISCAT 200 200 200 200 200 200 200 

IT 65,000 2,000 5,000 6,179 108,485 6,000 1,300 

Totals 121,333 8,530 21,778 18,700 246,872 21,946 7,162 
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Policies 
 
Technology Concerns for Students with Special Needs: 

Arrowhead Library System (ALS) provides consulting to its member libraries in regard 
to users with special needs in accordance with Chapter 43 of the Wisconsin State 
Statutes. Occasionally, accommodations for users with special needs includes the 
need or use of technology work. In alignment with ALS’ general approach, 
identification, procurement and provision of technology services or equipment for 
member libraries occurs on an as-needed basis in response to requests or clear needs. 

 
CIPA/Internet Safety/Acceptable Use Policy: 
Arrowhead Library System (ALS) does not require compliance of member libraries with 
system-wide policies in these areas. ALS seeks, whenever possible, to inform and 
recommend appropriate policies and other mechanisms to member libraries in order 
that they remain legally compliant with appropriate State and Federal laws. 

 
Copyright: 
Arrowhead Library System (ALS) seeks, whenever possible, to comply with State and 
Federal laws governing copyright and fair use policies. ALS does not directly serve 
library users, and thus does not itself maintain detailed internal policies. ALS does, 
however, seek to foster awareness of and compliance with copyright law and fair use 
doctrines among member libraries. 

 
Materials Selection & Materials Reconsideration: 
Arrowhead Library System (ALS) does not provide, nor require compliance with, 
system-wide policies for selection of materials or reconsideration of materials. ALS 
does attempt to provide guidance in these areas, but because member libraries are 
fiscally independent and independently governed by local boards, this is the extent of 
ALS’ policy activity in this area.  

 
Inter-Library Loan & Resource Sharing: 
Arrowhead Library System (ALS) maintains membership agreements in accordance 
with Chapter 43 of the Wisconsin State Statutes. These agreements, in part, require 
member libraries to furnish resources to each other. ALS also recommends that 
member libraries utilize the Interlibrary Loan Code of the United States as a guide for 
their local ILL policies and practices.  

 

 
ALS Social Media Policy 
 
Approved by the Arrowhead Library System board and adapted on Wednesday, May 8, 
2013. 
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The Arrowhead Library System’s (ALS) Social Media Policy applies to staff and patron 
use of ALS sites and social media sites. ALS employs the use of social media as 
outreach to current and potential patrons, its community and the general public. It is 
a cost‐effective way to market and promote the libraries’ activities and foster 
community among the libraries and their patrons. ALS recognizes that technological 
advances are imminent and must be embraced as useful applications within the 
library system. Modes of social media include, but are not limited to Facebook, 
Twitter, Flickr, YouTube, Tumblr, Pinterest, Foursquare, blogs and apps. 
 
Purpose 
The purpose of this policy is to set ethical standards and rules for use of social media 
within and for the library system. The policy also provides guidelines for staff of their 
responsibilities as representatives of the library system. 
 
Appropriate Use 
Social media tools adopted by ALS will be selected to enhance or provide cost‐
effective opportunities to share, communicate, and disseminate information. In 
accordance to all laws, ALS will make every attempt to protect copyrighted material. 
Staff is required to link to original sources (if possible) when quoting other works and 
attribute credit when posting images or other media. When posting pictures, staff will 
follow board policy on confidentiality. Appropriate content may include information 
such as: 
 
• Book discussion information 
• Readers advisory 
• Event and programming information 
• Community outreach 
• Marketing and publicity 
• Information and Reference services 
• Press releases 
• Library trends or technologies 
• Continuing education opportunities 
• Library policies or procedures 
 
Inappropriate Use 
Any inappropriate comments will be removed from any ALS moderated social media. 
In addition, staff members are required to follow ALS social media guidelines and are 
restricted from posting content deemed inappropriate. Inappropriate content 
includes: 
 
• Obscene or profane content 
• Any content that promotes, fosters, or disseminates discrimination based on race, 
creed, color, age, gender, religion, marital status, national origin, sexual orientation, 
or physical or mental disability 
• Personal attacks, threatening language, or insults 
• Copyrighted or plagiarized material 
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• Commercial promotions or spam 
• Personal information published without consent 
• Unrelated comments 
 
Staff Responsibilities 
ALS staff will limit social networking and any social media interaction to library 
related information and responsibilities. ALS staff shall abide by all copyright laws and 
trademarks when posting information. 
 
When representing ALS, staff shall: 
 
• Conduct themselves at all times as representatives of ALS and adhere to all policies 
and codes of conduct 
• Identify themselves as employees of ALS 
• Not provide, post or disseminate information on specific patrons or any confidential 
information 
• Not conduct political or religious activities or private business 
• Be respectful of all individuals and communities 
 
Personal use of social media 
Employees are encouraged to participate in social media beyond ALS sites to further 
their understanding of social media use, potential uses, current events, trends and 
culture within these guidelines. Personal activity may be used to share personal 
information and opinions and non‐work related information. 
 
• Employees should not use their work related emails in association with any personal 
accounts or social networking sites. 
• Employees must be clear that any opinions expressed are theirs alone and do not 
express the official view of the library system. 
• Employees must not use official logos, or any ALS contact information in their 
personal posts or profiles. 
 
Rights of ALS 
ALS, the board, and director reserve the right to monitor content that is posted to any 
ALS site or social media and modify or remove any information or posts that are 
deemed inappropriate. 


