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INSTRUCTIONS: Complete and submit by October 15, 2015, to: 
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DIVISION FOR LIBRARIES AND TECHNOLOGY 
P.O. BOX 7841 
MADISON, WI 53707-7841 Required by § 43.17(5) and 43.24(3) Wis. Stats. 

 GENERAL INFORMATION  

Library System 

Winnefox Library System 

Describe demographic, economic, and other facts about your system that influenced the development of this and other system plans. 

 
Winnefox provides support to libraries of widely varying size.  While the majority of our libraries are located in communities with 
populations less than 3,000, we also serve several large and medium size libraries.  We are challenged to assist our small libraries in 
providing services normally found only in large communities while providing our larger libraries with services that they find 
valuable.  In order to provide the greatest good to all, Winnefox provides services that are a benefit to any size library such as 
printing and graphics, electronic infrastructure support, and electronic resources. 
 
The primary economic influence on this plan is the need to deal with continued flat funding for the system as well as tight funding 
for member libraries.  Local governments continue to be under levy limits and the support libraries receive from their municipalities 
and counties has not kept up with increased costs.  Payments due to libraries in adjacent counties continue to cause budget pressure 
for counties and for those libraries which cannot bill neighboring counties.  
 
Though the population of our member counties continues to be predominately native-born and Caucasian, all report increasing 
numbers of immigrants. The growth of new ethnic populations is causing our membership to examine what they are doing to serve 
those for whom English is a second language, or for whom reading is not a traditional family activity.   
 
Describe significant needs and problems that influenced the development of this and other system plans. 

 
Budget constraints will continue to have a significant impact on system activities in 2016.  While state funding remains at the 2012 
level costs continue to rise.  Over the past several years we have eliminated numerous services and eliminated several positions 
through attrition. 
 
In 2016 we will have to take the step of eliminating the Graphic Artist position and laying off a staff person.  We plan to retain our 
printing operation in a greatly reduced form.     
 
Describe the planning environment and process under which this and other system plans were developed. (List additional system planning 
documents with the period covered and attach any planning documents which have not previously been provided to the division.) 

 
We have engaged WiLS to facilitate a planning process with OWLS to see if there are services we can cooperate on.  A 
representative group of library directors from both systems has met and all directors are being surveyed.  System staff will be 
meeting to discuss the possible implementation of proposals and suggestions.   
 
We have also been contacted by libraries in the Mid-Wisconsin Federated Library System regarding the possibility of their joining 
Winnefox.   
 
The activities reported in this plan are those we intend to do at this time.  It is likely that some of these will change as a result of our 
discussions with OWLS or Mid-Wisconsin. 
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 ASSURANCES  

The following plan and compliance document provides assurance that your public library system intends to comply with all statutory requirements for 
public library systems for calendar year 2016. Indicate, with a check, your system’s intent to comply with each system requirement and provide the 
requested information under each system requirement. 

S.43.24(2) For a public library system to qualify for and maintain its eligibility for state aid under this section it shall ensure that all of the 
following are provided: 

Membership Agreements 

 (a) Written agreements that comply with s. 43.15(4)(c)4. with all member libraries. 

 A copy of the agreement with a list of all members signing that it will be provided to the division by January 15. 

Resource Library Agreement 

 (b) Backup reference, information and interlibrary loan services from the system resource library, including the development of and access to 
specialized collections, as evidenced by a written agreement with that library. 

 A signed copy of the resource library agreement will be provided to the division by January 15. 

Reference Referral, Interlibrary Loan, and Technology 

 S.43.24(2)(d) Referral or routing of reference and interlibrary loan requests from libraries within the system to libraries within and outside the 
system. 

List ongoing activities related to this requirement. 

 
• Provide ILL service, including an ILL clearinghouse. 
• Provide access to Overdrive digital audio, video, music, and ebooks.   
• Continued maintenance of shared database of member library bibliographic records and holdings  
• Sharing of ILL materials with other OCLC libraries.  
• Continued acceptance of ILL requests via OCLC, direct reserve on our ILS, email, fax, phone or mail.  
• Continued support of locally produced online genealogical and local history databases. 
• Continued participation in the WPLC funding pool for digital media 
 

Indicate new or priority activities relating to this requirement for the plan year. 

 

No new activities are planned at this time.   

 
 

Inservice Training 

 S.43.24(2)(e) Inservice training for participating public library personnel and trustees. 

List ongoing activities related to this requirement. 

 
• Provision of regular workshops at varied locations around the system. 
• Provision of one-on-one and small group training to directors and other member library staff as needed. 
• Member libraries will be surveyed regarding their training needs. 
• Provision of information to member libraries regarding training/education activities available from other providers as this 
information becomes available. 
• Continued publication of Trustee Tales, a quarterly newsletter for library trustees. 
• Continue use of the GoTo Meeting software for training and education. 
 

Indicate new or priority activities relating to this requirement for the plan year. 

 

No new activities are planned at this time.   
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 ASSURANCES (cont’d.)  
 

 

Delivery and Communication 

 S. 43.24 (2)(fm) Electronic delivery of information and physical delivery of library materials to participating libraries. 

List ongoing activities related to this requirement. 

 
• Provison of three, four, or five day per-week delivery to all member libraries, and delivery to Oshkosh Public Library deposit 
sites.  
• Use of fax, e-mail, and interactive chat to answer information requests.  
• Continued participation in the statewide delivery service.  
• Continued publication of the Ides, our monthly electronic news magazine, aimed at training library staff in  technology. 
• Continued development of the Winnefox Extranet as an information resource for member libraries. 
• Continued communication with member directors and trustees of legislative developments that affect libraries. 
• Continued assistance to libraries in effective communication with municipal and county boards. 
• Provision of an annual report to each member library on system services received 
 

Indicate new or priority activities relating to this requirement for the plan year. 

 

No new activities are planned at this time.   

 
 

Service Agreements 

 S.43.24(2)(g) Service agreements with all adjacent library systems 

 A copy of the agreement with adjacent systems with a list of all systems signing the agreement will be provided to the division by January 15. 

 

Other Types of Libraries 

 S.43.24(2)(L) Cooperation and continuous planning with other types of libraries in the system area, which results in agreements with those 
libraries for the appropriate sharing of library resources to benefit the clientele of all libraries in the system area. 

 The system will have agreements with other types of libraries, or if the system participates in a cooperation agreement with a multitype 
organization to meet the purposes of this goal, there is established a clear link between the system and the individual members of the multitype 
organization. A copy of the agreement with a list of all signing libraries will be provided to the division by January 15. 

 Other types of libraries in the system area have had an opportunity to review and comment on the plan. 

 

Library Technology and Resource Sharing Plan 

 S.43.24(2)(m) Planning with the division and with participating public libraries and other types of libraries in the area in regard to library technology 
and the sharing of resources. By January 1, 2000, and every fifth January 1 thereafter, the public library system shall submit to the division a 
written plan for library technology and the sharing of resources. 

 Member public libraries and other types of libraries in the system area have had an opportunity to review and comment on the plan. 

 By January 1, 2016, the system's current plan for library technology and resource sharing will be submitted to the Division. 
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 ASSURANCES (cont’d.)  
 

 

Professional Consultation 

 S. 43.24(2)(h) Professional consultant services to participating public libraries. 

List ongoing activities related to this requirement. 

 
• System staff visits new directors individually to provide a one-on-one orientation to system services and partners new directors 
with an experienced director who serves as a mentor 
• When requested, system staff will visit member library directors and trustees to provide consulting regarding budgeting, 
building expansion, long range planning, personnel issues or other professional concerns. 
• System staff will answer questions by telephone and e-mail as they are received.  Staff will consult with outside sources, such 
as DLTCL or colleagues around the state, whenever necessary. 
• The System Assistant Director will attend each county Library Advisory Committee (LAC) meeting with other staff attending 
as needed. 
• System staff and resource library staff will visit member libraries and provide training in the use of the automated system as 
needed. 
 

Indicate new or priority activities relating to this requirement for the plan year. 

 

We will have one new activity in 2016.  We are contracting withn the CESA 6 GROW (Grant Resources of Wisconsin) office to 
provide grant-writing services to member libraries. 

 
 

Services to Users With Special Needs 

 S.43.24(2)(k) Promotion and facilitation of library service to users with special needs.  

List ongoing activities related to this requirement. 

 
• Continued promotion of electronic information delivery from member libraries as a means to extend traditional library service 
to those with special needs.   
• Continued provision of workshops and individual consulting to member libraries on topics related to services to users with 
special needs.   
• Continued networking with others throughout the state to exchange ideas and information regarding services to those with 
special needs. 
 

Indicate new or priority activities relating to this requirement for the plan year. 

 

No new activities are planned at this time.   

 
 

Other Service Programs 

S.43.24(2)(i) Any other service programs designed to meet the needs of participating public libraries and the residents of the system area, as 
determined by the public library system board after consultation with participating public libraries. 

List each “other” service programs individually with ongoing activities and new or priority activities for the plan year under each program. For 
instance, if the system provides a bookmobile service program, list ongoing activities and new or priority activities for the bookmobile program. (Do 
not lump miscellaneous activities under a single “other” program.) 

 

Winnefox Cooperative Technical Services (WCTS) 

Ongoing Activities:   

Because WCTS funding is provided on behalf of the libraries directly from Green Lake, Waushara, and Marquette Counties, 
WCTS primarily serves libraries in those counties.  Winnefox member libraries outside of these counties may contract for 
services from WCTS at cost. 

 

WCTS provides cooperative book selection and processing for member libraries and sponsors several workshops on materials 
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 ASSURANCES (cont’d.)  
 

 

selection each year. WCTS staff provides “work days” consisting of on-site help and consultation for special projects such as 
weeding.   

 

New or Priority Activities 

No new activities are planned at this time.   

 

Technology Support 

Technology support is considered by libraries to be among the most important services we offer.   

 

Ongoing activities 

• Continued network maintenance and support of email for member library staff.  

• Continued support of the ILS used by 29 of our libraries.  

• System staff will continue to provide remote and on-site network and PC support. 

 

New or Priority Activities 

No new activities are planned at this time.   
 

Administration 

 The system will not expend more than 20 percent of the state aid projected to be received in the plan year for administration. 

 The 2015 system audit will be submitted to the division no later than September 30, 2016. 
 

Budget 

 A copy of your public library system budget by service program category and fund source for the plan year (see attached guidelines) is attached. 
 

 COLLABORATIVE ACTIVITIES  

Summary of Activities Briefly describe collaborative activities with other libraries, public library systems, and other organizations. Exclude services 
and activities listed in the system’s 2016 resource library contract. 

 
Winnefox has several longstanding collaborative relationships: 
 
Administrative secretarial staff:  Winnefox and Oshkosh Public Library jointly staff the administrative office for both 
organizations.  At one time each organization operated separate offices, each with two full-time persons; the combined office 
has three full-time persons.  The current FTE split is Winnefox: 1.8/Oshkosh: 1.2.   By operating a combined office both 
organizations are also saving costs on office supplies and equipment. 
 
Another shared position with Oshkosh Public Library is the Database-Application Developer.  This position is three-fourths 
funded by Winnefox and one-fourth by Oshkosh.  This benefits Oshkosh Public Library in that they would not be able to fund a 
full-time position at this level; a half-time positon would likely cost about $12,000 more than they are currently paying.   
 
FoxNet is a collaborative program between Winnebago County, the Cities of Menasha, Neenah, and Oshkosh, several school 
districts, and Winnefox to provide a fiber connection between these organizations’ facilities.  This program costs only minimal 
maintenance and saves Winnefox and the libraries internet access fees. 
 
Winnefox Cooperative Technical Services (WCTS) is in itself a collaborative program.  By centralizing library materials 
selection, ordering, and processing we are saving 19 libraries both staff time, allowing libraries to operate with less staff or 
focus staff on direct public service, and direct costs on materials and supplies, by ordering in quantity for better discounts.   
 
For several years Winnefox has provided accounting services to Southwest Library System.  Beginning in the fall of 2015 we 
will be providing accounting services to Mid-Wisconsin Federated Library System as well. 
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COLLABORATIVE ACTIVITIES (cont'd. 

Cost Benefit For each activity above, list the activity name and estimated cost benefit realized 

Activity 

1. Oshkosh Public Library administration 

2. Oshkosh Public Library Database-Application Developer position 

3. FoxNet 

4. Winnefox Cooperative Technical Services 

5. Southwest Library System accounting contract 

6. Mid-Wisconsin Federated Library System accounting contract 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

CERTIFICATION 

Pl-2446 

Amount 

$60,000 

$12,000 

$2,500 

$200,000 

$31,135 

$20,988 

Cost Benefit Total $326,623 

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, CERTIFY that to the best of our knowledge, the information provided in this document and any attachments is true and 
correct, and that the system will be in full compliance with all applicable provisions of Chapter 43 of the Wisconsin Statutes for the year 2016. 

Name of System Director 

.~suant to Wis. Statutes, the plan contained herein is: 

~Approved 

D Provisionally Approved See Comments. 

D Not Approved See Comments. 

Comments 

Date Signed 
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PUBLIC LIBRARY SYSTEM 2016 

ANNUAL PROGRAM BUDGET 
 

Program 

2016 
Public Library 

System Aid 

System Aid 
Carryover and 
Interest Earned 

Other State and 
Federal Library 
Program Funds All Other Income Total 

Technology, Reference and Interlibrary Loan* 

1. WALS $180,176 $1,069 $9,600 $586,958 

 

2. Technology Support $160,413 $671 $9,500 $10,562 

3.Reference/ILL $78,767 $356             

4. Electronic Resources             $109,911       

Program Total $419,356 $2,096 $129,011 $597,520 $1,147,983 

Continuing Education and Consulting Service* 

1. Education & Consulting $124,716 $463             
 

2.                               

Program Total $124,716 $463 $0 $0 $125,179 

 

Delivery Services $118,479 $501             $118,980 

Library Services to Special Users                         $0 

Library Collection Development $310                   $310 

Direct Payment to Members for 
Nonresident Access                         $0 

Direct Nonresident Access 
Payments Across System Borders                         $0 

Library Services to Youth                         $0 

Public Information $16,883 $76       $5,000 $21,959 

Administration $174,797 $715       $114,269 $289,781 

Subtotal $310,469 $1,292 $0 $119,269 $431,030 

Other System Programs 

1. County Planning $31,119 $141             $31,260 

2. WCTS $225             $184,745 $184,970 

Program Total $31,344 $141 $0 $184,745 $216,230 

Grand Totals $885,885 $3,992 $129,011 $901,534 $1,920,422 

* These programs may be divided into subprograms at the discretion of the system. If choosing not to use subprograms, enter amounts on line 1.  
Line 4 is reserved for the amounts budgeted for electronic resources (see Program Budget Guidelines). 


