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Biennial Budget Request Highlights
This document summarizes the State Superintendent’s 2009-2011 biennial budget request.  Proposals are organized according to the following major budget themes:

· Global Literacy and Competitiveness  (pg. 3)
· Increasing Student Achievement  (pg. 4)
· Rural Initiative  (pg. 6)
· Special Education  (pg. 6)
· Libraries  (pg. 7)
· Teacher Quality  (pg. 7)
· Agency Operations and Resources  (pg. 8)
· School Finance and Revenue Limits  (pg. 9)
The complete Department biennial budget can be found online at www.dpi.wi.gov.  
	
	
	
	
	FY10
	
	
	
	FY11
	

	Request Title
	DIN #
	
	Dollars
	Source
	FTE
	
	Dollars
	Source
	FTE

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Global Literacy and Competitiveness
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Wisconsin Education for STEM
Provide funding to assist high and middle schools to conduct state-of-the-art instruction in Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM).  Four components: 1) “STEM Stewardship” $5,000,000 state bonding (BR) in FY11 for capital projects providing technological improvements to STEM classrooms. Includes $400,000 GPR in FY11 for annual debt service costs; 2) Increase the current STEM grant program by $938,500 GPR (for a total of $1,000,000 GPR) in FY11; 3) Establishment of four regional STEM academies to provide intensive training to STEM educators: $253,000 in FY10 and $1,148,000 in FY11; 4) Continue to provide $250,000 GPR in FY10 and FY11 for annual grants to Project Lead the Way.
	4001
	
	$503,500

$0
	GPR
	
	
	$2,736,500

$5,000,000
	GPR

BR
	

	World Languages Initiative for Elementary Schools

Provide funding for the first year of a planned nine-year project entitled the World Languages Initiative for Elementary Schools.  Twenty-five new sites will be added each year through the first four years of the program.  The grant will pay a portion of teaching salaries for teachers hired under this program for a limited time during the build-up of the program, starting with first grade and adding a grade level each year until the language instruction is in place in grades 1-6.
	4002
	
	$0
	
	
	
	$812,500
	GPR
	

	International Education

Provide funding to support the following activities in international education: development of Int’l Education standards, Int’l Education Council, new teacher seminars in China and Mexico, and four existing partnerships.
	4003
	
	$37,000
	GPR
	
	
	$37,000
	GPR
	

	Environmental Education Consultant
Provide GPR position authority for an environmental education (EE) consultant.  EE plays a significant role in STEM education.  The subjects within environmental science studies contribute to the knowledge base of each STEM discipline.
	4004
	
	$74,800
	GPR
	1.0
	
	$97,600
	GPR
	1.0

	Advanced Placement Grants

Provide an increase of $443,000 GPR in both FY10 and FY11 to increase the current advanced placement (AP) grant program to partially reimburse school districts at the maximum of $300 per pupil taking an AP course as allowed under statute.  In FY08, 51 school districts applied for reimbursement of 1,810 pupils participating in new AP courses.  Applicants were reimbursed at a rate of only $55 per pupil.
	4005
	
	$443,000
	GPR
	
	
	$443,000
	GPR
	

	Supporting Gifted and Talented Pupils

Provide an increase of $227,000 GPR in both FY10 and FY11 to expand the current gifted and talented grant program to $500,000 annually in order to benefit more schools and pupils and better meet program demand.
	4006
	
	$227,000
	GPR
	
	
	$227,000
	GPR
	

	
	
	
	
	FY10
	
	
	
	FY11
	

	Increasing Student Achievement
	DIN #
	
	Dollars
	Source
	FTE
	
	Dollars
	Source
	FTE

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Heritage Language Learning Initiative
Provide funding for district grants ($100,000), pupil language assessment ($50,000) and professional development for teachers and community partners ($50,000).  The Heritage Language Credit Program will offer competitive grants targeting ten districts with significant heritage language pupil populations or populations with heritage languages identified as critical to the state whose high schools are considering awarding credit for world languages not taught in that school to pupils.
	4501
	
	$0
	
	
	
	$200,000
	GPR
	

	Tribal Language Revitalization
Provide funding to establish a new competitive grant program, the Tribal Language Revitalization and American Indian Academic Achievement Initiative ($250,000), through which tribal governments could apply, in partnership with a school district, a Cooperative Education Service Agency (CESA), or university, for funds to support innovative, effective instruction in tribal languages.  Also provide $10,000 PR-S in both FY10 and FY11 for Department-sponsored activities related to instructional leadership on tribal languages.  The program revenue comes from tribal gaming revenues paid to the state.
	4502
	
	$260,000
	PR-S
	
	
	$260,000
	PR-S
	

	Bilingual-Bicultural Education Aid Increase
Provide funding to maintain the state’s reimbursement of approximately 12 percent of approved prior year costs for school districts required to offer bilingual-bicultural education programs.
	4503
	
	$2,314,100
	GPR
	
	
	$3,412,500
	GPR
	

	Expanded Bilingual-Bicultural Education Aid
Create a new bilingual-bicultural categorical aid program to award up to $416  per limited-English proficient (LEP) pupil to districts that have LEP populations below the statutory threshold and thus do not qualify for categorical aid under state law, but are still educating LEP students.
	4504
	
	$0
	
	
	
	$8,902,400
	GPR
	

	Alternative Education Grants
Provide an increase of $5,000,000 GPR in both FY10 and FY11 for the Alternative Education Program, doubling the current appropriation.  These grants are made available to school districts and consortia of school districts to develop alternative education programs for pupils at-risk of academic failure.  Also change the Alternative Education grant appropriation from “Annual” to “Continuing” so unused funds can be carried forward into the next fiscal year.
	4505
	
	$5,000,000
	GPR
	
	
	$5,000,000
	GPR
	

	School Nurse Grant Program

Provide $1,250,000 GPR in both FY10 and FY11 to expand the current $250,000 nursing grant program and to improve pupil access to school nurses and to enable ongoing leadership and professional development for nurses employed or contracted by schools.  Also provide $30,000 GPR in both FY10 and FY11 for training new nurses and developing leadership skills of currently practicing school nurses.

In addition, the Department proposes to change the definition of “school nurse” to mean “a registered nurse licensed under ch. 441 or in a party state, as defined in s. 441.50 (2) (j), who has also received a baccalaureate degree in nursing.”  This will remove the Department’s certification requirement and replace it with a nursing degree, which will better reflect current practice without reducing the qualifications of the state’s school nurses.
	4506
	
	$1,280,000
	GPR
	
	
	$1,280,000
	GPR
	

	
	
	
	
	FY10
	
	
	
	FY11
	

	
	DIN #
	
	Dollars
	Source
	FTE
	
	Dollars
	Source
	FTE

	School Safety Grants

Provide $5,000,000 GPR in FY11 to create a new continuing appropriation for grants to reimburse school districts for costs allowable under the federal Safe and Drug Free Schools and Communities Act (SDFSCA), but not paid under that act.  These competitive grants would be used to prevent violence, respond to emergencies, manage crises, and recover from major safety related events.  Also fund $250,000 GPR and 1.0 GPR FTE for state administration of the grant program, related training, and technical assistance services.
	4507
	
	$0
	
	
	
	$5,250,000
	GPR
	1.0

	School Breakfast Reimbursement

Provide an increase for state aids to school districts and private schools to fully fund the current state reimbursement rate for the School Breakfast Program at 15 cents for each breakfast served.  Without an increase in the state school breakfast appropriation, the payment rate is projected to fall to 8.5 cents by FY11.
	4508
	
	$1,263,100
	GPR
	
	
	$2,176,900
	GPR
	

	School Milk Program Reimbursement

Provide an increase for state aids to school districts and private schools to fully fund the Wisconsin School Day Milk Program.  The Department prorated claims in the last two years by paying at 80 percent in FY07, and 66.4 percent in FY08.  
	4509
	
	$447,400
	GPR
	
	
	$541,300
	GPR
	

	School Lunch Matching Reimbursement

Provide additional state aids to increase by 2.5 cents (from 4.26 cents to 6.76 cents) the state match reimbursement rate for the National School Lunch Program to decrease by approximately 50 percent the amount school boards are transferring from educational funds to school nutrition funds.
	4510
	
	$2,500,000
	GPR
	
	
	$2,500,000
	GPR
	

	Preschool – Grade 5 Program

Provide a 5 percent inflationary increase to the P-5 program.  The increase would be spread across the 38 schools that currently participate in the P-5 program ($367,700/38 schools = average of $9,676 increase per school).
	4511
	
	$367,700
	GPR
	
	
	$367,700
	GPR
	

	SAGE Program – Reestimate

Provide an increase to fully fund the projected costs under the Student Achievement Guarantee in Education (SAGE) aid program.  The request assumes a 1.5 percent annual growth in eligible SAGE FTE.
	4512
	
	$3,711,200
	GPR
	
	
	$5,441,400
	GPR
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	FY10
	
	
	
	FY11
	

	
	DIN #
	
	Dollars
	Source
	FTE
	
	Dollars
	Source
	FTE

	Four Year Old Kindergarten Grants

Provide an increase to fully fund 2nd year grant awards and to allow for $3 million in new grants in both FY10 and FY11.  The grant was funded for 1,000 new pupils in FY09, however 4,150 new pupils are expected to participate.   Without additional funding, the base funding of $3 million will be used entirely (at a prorated amount per pupil) for second year grants.  There would be no money available for first year grants.  
	4513
	
	$6,225,000
	GPR
	
	
	$1,500,000
	GPR
	

	Head Start State Supplement

Provide an increase in funding for the Head Start state supplement to be in line with the federal Head Start grant per child.  The federal government pays the local grantees $7,222 per child served while the Wisconsin Head Start state supplement is $5,150 per child served.
	4514
	
	$2,934,000
	GPR
	
	
	$2,934,000
	GPR
	

	Homeless Grants

Provide $1,179,200 GPR in FY11 for a new continuing school aid appropriation to pay each school district up to $100 annually for each pupil identified as homeless and enrolled in the prior school year.  
	4515
	
	$0
	
	
	
	$1,179,200
	GPR
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Rural Initiative
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Transportation Aid

There are three components to this request:

· Increase all per pupil reimbursement rates for both years of the 2009-11 biennium;

· Statutory language to allow additional transportation aid payments if there are funds remaining after the statutorily-defined rates are paid; 
· Statutory language similar to that in 2007 Assembly Bill 112 which allows schools to claim refunds of the motor vehicle fuel tax.
	5001
	
	$7,507,500
	GPR
	
	
	$7,507,500
	GPR
	

	Sparsity Aid for Small/Rural Districts

Provide an increase to fully fund estimated eligible costs for the sparsity aid categorical grant program.  Total annual sparsity aid under this request would equal $8,200,000.  In FY09, aid payments will be prorated at 45 percent.
	5002
	
	$4,555,400
	GPR
	
	
	$4,555,400
	GPR
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Special Education
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Special Education Categorical Aid Increase

Provide an increase in aid to maintain the FY08 reimbursement level of 28.8 percent of aidable costs.  Without an increase, the state reimbursement rate is projected to fall to 25.5 percent of aidable costs in FY11.
	5501
	
	$27,466,600
	GPR
	
	
	$53,233,000
	GPR
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	FY10
	
	
	
	FY11
	

	
	DIN #
	
	Dollars
	Source
	FTE
	
	Dollars
	Source
	FTE

	High Cost Special Education Categorical Aid Increase

Provide an increase to fully fund high-cost special education claims.  In FY08, the Department had to prorate the total amount paid at 39.6 percent.
	5502
	
	$7,398,600
	GPR
	
	
	$9,996,700
	GPR
	

	Operations/Resources at WCBVI

Provide funding for four projects: Dorm furniture (master lease); the Employment Education Experience; Assistive Technology; and the statewide Outreach Program.
	5503
	
	$317,300
	GPR
	
	
	$238,900
	GPR
	

	Operations/Resources at WESP-DHH

Provide funding for a new tractor at the Wisconsin School for the Deaf (master lease) and to support the statewide Outreach Program.
	5504
	
	$1,003,800
	GPR
	
	
	$1,005,700
	GPR
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Libraries
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Badgerlink

Provide funding (from Universal Service Fund) to maintain the current level of services through BadgerLink based on new 5-year contract bidding.  Also provide $866,000 in FY10 and $891,000 in FY11 for curriculum-based information databases for pupils in grades three through twelve.   This would include history, multicultural materials, encyclopedias and/or materials specifically designed to assist pupils in completing school assignments.  
	6001
	
	$1,123,000
	SEG
	
	
	$1,358,400
	SEG
	

	Public Library System Aid

Current law requires the Department to include a 13 percent index level of funding for public library systems in its biennial budget request. For FY09, the index of state aid to local and county aid for public library service is estimated to be 8.2 percent.
	6002
	
	$10,476,800
	GPR
	
	
	$11,294,600
	GPR
	

	Library Delivery Services

Provide funding to cover an estimated 50 percent of statewide interlibrary delivery costs incurred by public library systems. 
	6003
	
	$216,000
	GPR
	
	
	$232,000
	GPR
	

	Library Service Contracts

Fully fund library service contracts. These contracts assure that students and other individuals have equal access to specialized library materials and information not available in public libraries or the Reference and Loan Library.
	6004
	
	$48,100
	GPR
	
	
	$83,600
	GPR
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Teacher Quality
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Online Licensing System

Provide funding the development and maintenance of an online Wisconsin Educator Licensing System.  Also provide a 0.50 FTE IT position to support the system.  Also a statutory language change that restores 100 percent of teacher certification/license revenues to the Department.  The ten percent that is currently lapsed into the general fund is needed to fund ongoing costs and projects.  The remaining 90 percent of revenue has been insufficient for the past several years to fund teacher certification program operations.
	6501
	
	$3,000,000
	GPR
	0.50
	
	$300,000
	GPR
	0.50

	
	
	
	
	FY10
	
	
	
	FY11
	

	
	DIN #
	
	Dollars
	Source
	FTE
	
	Dollars
	Source
	FTE

	Teacher Recruitment – Loan Forgiveness Programs

Provide $500,000 GPR in FY11 to create a new High Need Teacher Loan Forgiveness Program at the Higher Educational Aids Board (HEAB).  Program will be targeted at seven high-need subject areas, including STEM and special education.  Also provide an increase of $237,900 GPR in both FY10 and FY11 for the existing Minority Teacher Loan Program established at HEAB.
	6502
	
	$0

$237,900

 all at HEAB
	GPR
	
	
	$500,000

$237,900

all at HEAB
	GPR
	

	Elimination of Qualified Economic Offer

Repeal the QEO provisions related to teacher collective bargaining.  Through this action, teachers will no longer be constrained by an artificial limit in terms of their ability to bargain compensation increases. Teachers will be able to collectively bargain under essentially the same parameters as other represented public employees.
	6503
	
	$0
	
	
	
	$0
	
	

	Master Educators and National Teacher Certification Reestimate

Provide an increase for reestimate of grant payments to teachers who are certified by the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards (NBPTS) or certified under the Wisconsin master educator assessment process.  The appropriation is sum sufficient, requiring the Department to make payments for as many teachers as are eligible in any fiscal year.
	6504
	
	$417,900
	GPR
	
	
	$735,300
	GPR
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Agency Operations and Resources
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Wisconsin Knowledge and Concepts Examination

Provide an increase to support and fulfill the Department’s statutory responsibility to administer and contract for the Wisconsin Knowledge and Concepts Examinations (WKCE).
	7001
	
	$1,400,000
	GPR
	
	
	$1,400,000
	GPR
	

	WI Alternate Assessment for Students w/ Disabilities

Provide funds to partially pay for the new version of the Wisconsin Alternate Assessment for Students with Disabilities (WAA-SwD).  The cost of the new assessment is $2,100,000 per year.  The state required grades and content areas (reading—grade 3 and reading, math, and science—grades 4, 8, and 10) are slightly more than half of the assessment, and will cost $1,100,000 GPR in each year of the biennium.  The remaining costs are federal.
	7002
	
	$1,100,000
	GPR
	
	
	$1,100,000
	GPR
	

	Online Student Assessments

Provide funds for years two and three of the ten-year transition plan leading to the development of a Comprehensive Assessment System in Wisconsin.  The Department is proposing a “next generation of pupil assessments” that will provide meaningful information to educators throughout the school year.
	7003
	
	$500,000
	GPR
	
	
	$3,000,000
	GPR
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	FY10
	
	
	
	FY11
	

	
	DIN #
	
	Dollars
	Source
	FTE
	
	Dollars
	Source
	FTE

	WKCE in Spanish & Hmong

Provide funds to translate the state required portion of testing requirements (WKCE grades 4, 8, and 10 in math, science, and social studies) into Spanish and Hmong.
	7004
	
	$250,000
	GPR
	
	
	$250,000
	GPR
	

	Milwaukee Parental Choice Program Auditor

Request a school finance auditor to meet the Department’s responsibilities under 2003 Wisconsin Act 155 which places financial accountability requirements on schools participating in the Milwaukee Parental Choice Program (MPCP).
	7005
	
	$71,300
	GPR
	1.0
	
	$92,900
	GPR
	1.0

	MPCP and Open Enrollment Online Systems

Funding for the programming operations (primarily programming costs) and maintenance of the Milwaukee Parental Choice Program (MPCP) online pupil application system.  Also, funds for the ongoing development and maintenance of the Open Enrollment Application Log (OPAL).
	7006
	
	$104,800
	GPR
	
	
	$110,800
	GPR
	

	Longitudinal Data System

Provide funding for a Longitudinal Data System (LDS) that will provide an environment to enable deep and systematic examination of variables associated with pupil achievement and enhance data informed decision making about programs and pupils.  The system will integrate many important sources of state and local data, including the results of the annual statewide testing (WSAS), pupil demographics and mobility, results of advanced placement (AP) exams, data on incidents of discipline, performance on English language learning and many more.
	7007
	
	$211,100
	GPR
	3.0
	
	$275,000
	GPR
	3.0

	Services for Drivers Position Authority

Provide 0.30 FTE PR to establish an appropriate amount of authorized FTE to accurately reflect the time devoted by staff to the Services for Drivers program. 
	7008
	
	$0
	PR
	0.30
	
	$0
	PR
	0.30

	Newsline for the Blind

Provide an increase to fully fund the Newsline for the Blind services.  Segregated (SEG) funds come from the Universal Service Fund (USF).
	7009
	
	$5,000
	SEG
	
	
	$9,700
	SEG
	

	Liability Insurance Increase

Provide funds for an increase in liability insurance premiums.  
	7010
	
	$65,000
	GPR
	
	
	$65,000
	GPR
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	School Finance and Revenue Limits
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	General Equalization Aids

Fund the general equalization aids share of meeting approximately two-thirds of estimated “partial school revenues.”  The amounts reflect annual increases of 3.9 percent and 3.85 percent, respectively, over the biennium.
	7501
	
	$187,025,100
	GPR
	
	
	$379,188,100
	GPR
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	FY10
	
	
	
	FY11
	

	
	DIN #
	
	Dollars
	Source
	FTE
	
	Dollars
	Source
	FTE

	Milwaukee Parental Choice Program Reestimate

Provide an increase as a reestimate of the MPCP as required by current law. According to the percentage increases requested for general equalization aids, the estimated MPCP per pupil payment will be $6,865 in FY10, an increase of $258 over the FY09 level of $6,607, and $7,129 in FY11, an increase of $264 over the FY10 level.  The Department is projecting MPCP FTE enrollment of 20,500 in FY10 and 21,500 in FY11.  
	7502
	
	$11,889,300
	GPR
	
	
	$24,436,200
	GPR
	

	Milwaukee/Racine Charter School Program Reestimate

A reestimate of the MRCSP, as required by current law.  As with the MPCP per pupil payment under the Department’s budget request, the estimated MRCSP per pupil payment will also increase by $258 over its FY09 level ($7,775) in FY10 for a total of $8,033 and by an additional $264 over its FY10 level in FY11 for a total of $8,297.  MRCSP enrollment is estimated at 7,000 in FY10 and 7,500 in FY11.
	7503
	
	$9,303,500
	GPR
	
	
	$15,500,000
	GPR
	

	Low Revenue Ceiling Adjustment

Increase the per pupil low revenue ceiling amount by $400 annually, to $9,400 in FY10 and to $9,800 in FY11, to continue to provide the state’s lowest spending districts with the opportunity to narrow the disparity with the highest spending districts.  This proposal would allow approximately 110-120 school districts to increase their revenues beyond the annual allowable per pupil adjustment each year without going to referenda.
	7504
	
	$0
	
	
	
	$0
	
	

	Revenue Limit Flexibility

Provide revenue limit flexibility for all school districts by increasing the per pupil revenue limit adjustment to $335 in FY10 and $350 in FY11 to better reflect rapidly increasing fixed costs.  This would represent an approximately 3.5 percent average annual revenue limit increase.  Under current law, these adjustments would be approximately $285 per pupil in FY10 and $297 per pupil in FY11, about 3 percent each year.  This proposal would allow school districts to increase their revenues beyond the current law annual allowable per pupil adjustment each year with an estimated fiscal impact of approximately $35 million in additional revenue limit authority in FY10 and $67 million in additional authority in FY11.   The Department’s estimate for general equalization aids (see Decision Item 7501) in the 2009-11 biennium reflects this additional revenue limit authority to meet approximately two-thirds funding.
	7505
	
	$0
	
	
	
	$0
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Totals
	
	
	$303,043,400
	
	5.80
	
	$566,267,800
	
	6.80
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