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Thank you Chairman Thiesfeldt and members of the committee for the opportunity to provide 

information on 2019 Assembly Bill 129. 

 

Background 
Assembly Bill 129 modifies current law requirements relating to the required hours of direct 

pupil instruction at private schools participating in the private school choice programs 

(Milwaukee, Racine and Wisconsin).  Under current law, private schools participating in the 

choice programs must provide at least 1,050 hours of direct pupil instruction for grades 1-8 and 

1,137 hours of direct pupil instruction for grades 9-12.    

 

Based on the co-sponsorship memo for this bill, it appears the intent of the bill’s authors is to 

provide private schools participating in the private school choice programs the authority to use 

virtual instruction to make up instructional time on days when schools are closed because of 

inclement weather or an emergency.  However, the bill as drafted does not limit virtual 

instruction to only missed instructional time, but allows for full-time virtual instruction. 

 

Assembly Bill 129 Analysis 
Specifically, AB 129 provides: 

 

 Choice schools may use virtual instruction to make-up time on days or parts of days on 

which the school is closed because of inclement weather or an emergency.  (Page 2, lines 

8-11 and 22-25) 

 

 Hours of instruction may include hours of instructional programming provided virtually, 

outside the normal school day, or in another alternative setting if the method of the 

instructional programming applies to the entire school or entire grade level. (Page 2, lines 

3-6 and 17-20) 

 

 In computing the number of instructional hours, the department is required to count the 

hours of instruction offered virtually. (Page 2, lines 9 and 23)  

 

 The provisions would be effective the school year after the bill is published. 

 

Recommendations for Clarification 

The department suggests the following clarifications to the bill’s language: 
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 Remove lines 3-6 and 17-20 on page 2.  This language allows for full-time virtual 

instruction, satellite schools, and at-home instruction under the private school choice 

programs.  This appears to go beyond the authors’ intent.   

 

 Remove the requirement that the “department shall count” virtual hours and replace it 

with “a private school may” count hours of instruction offered virtually. This change 

makes it clear that the private school has both the authority to include virtual instruction 

to make up instructional time and the responsibility to ensure the hours of instruction 

requirements are met without requiring the department to review in detail each school’s 

hours of virtual instruction.   

 

 

Thank you for your consideration of this information.  Please contact Dee Pettack at (608) 267-

1073 at the Department of Public Instruction if you have any questions.  

 


