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Agenda

• Journey and current status of RERIC

• Overview of RERIC’s mission and current research strands

• Summary of research activities

• Summary of outreach activities

• Planned Year 2 activities

• Vision for expanded opportunities in rural education 
throughout Wisconsin 



Before 2016

• Initial contacts 
at UW-Madison

• Contacts with 
collaborators 
in WI

• Assess interest

• Determine 
infrastructure

2016

• Formative 
Discussions

• UW-Madison

• Contacts 
across the 
state

• Initial 
priorities

2017

• Development

• WiRSA
presentation

• Finalize 
priorities

• Build capacity

• Create team

2018

• Formalize 
collaborations

• Baldwin WI 
Idea 
Endowment

• Grand 
Challenges

• Start: Sept. 1 

2019 & 
beyond

• Secure 
external grant 
support

• Use research 
to increase 
capacity

• Broaden reach

• Deepen 
collaborations

RERIC’s Journey



Mission & Initial Research Priorities

Mission
● Conduct rigorous, sophisticated, and 

interdisciplinary research that is 
responsive to needs identified by rural 
schools and communities; 

● Promote implementation of evidence-
based practices in rural school settings; 

● Facilitate engagement among 
researchers, practitioners, families, and 
youth to maximize educational 
outcomes and general well-being

Mental & 
Behavioral 

Health

Teacher 
Preparation, 
Recruitment, 
& Retention

STEM 
Education

Equity &  
Diversity



Mental and Behavioral 
Health



FOCUS Partnerships:
Enhancing Mental & 

Behavioral Health in Rural 
Wisconsin Communities



Activities
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• Conduct focus groups in rural schools/communities

• Build FOCUS Partnership intervention program based on data/information from 
focus groups

• Receive feedback from key stakeholders regarding the FOCUS Partnership 
intervention program

• Revise FOCUS Partnership intervention program

• Implement in rural schools and evaluate program

• Dissemination



Focus Group Highlights 

• Barriers to services

• Facilitators of service provision

• Necessary intervention components
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• Funding as a Baldwin Wisconsin Idea Seed Project

• Investigators: Craig Albers, Brad Carl, Andy Garbacz

• Partnership with the Wisconsin Rural Schools Alliance

• Purpose: Examine youth mental health needs and existing school mental health 
practices in rural Wisconsin communities to develop recommendations for enhancing 
rural school mental health

Building Partnerships to Promote Mental Health for 
Children and Youth in Rural Wisconsin



Preliminary Findings

• Strengths for promoting mental health 

• Partnerships with outside organizations to provide school-based services

• Small class sizes facilitate developing strong relationships with students and 
families

• School mental health training

• Barriers for promoting school mental health

• Staff stretched too thin

• Lack of access to mental health professionals

• Parent discomfort

Rural school practitioners identified the following:



Preliminary Findings

• Approximately 40% of rural school practitioners reported that families must travel 
more than 30 miles to access mental health services, compared to 20% of non-
rural school practitioners

• Relative to non-rural practitioners, rural school practitioners reported that 
schools have less capacity (e.g., knowledge, skills, resources) to meet youth 
mental health needs

• Rural and non-rural practitioners report affordability and lack of health care 
coverage are primary reasons why youth with mental health needs do not receive 
support



Teacher Preparation, 
Recruitment, & Retention



Teacher Pipeline: Practitioner Perspectives 
on Rural School Recruitment 

Research Questions

• How have current rural educators in Wisconsin experienced their professional 
preparation? In what way have their experiences prepared them (or not) to work 
in a rural context?

• In what ways can teacher narratives provide insight into the challenges and needs 
in rural teacher preparation, recruitment, and retention?



WHO:

35 Rural Teachers 

with STEM Interest or Focus

&

Education Researchers, UW Faculty, 
Legislators, DPI, & other Rural Stakeholders

WHAT:

Rural Teacher Panel Q&A

STEM-Themed Breakout Sessions from 
Education Faculty & Staff

Wisconsin Public Television Presentations

Saturday Science Field Trips on UW-Madison 
Campus

WHERE:

13th Floor of Educational Sciences Building

University of Wisconsin-Madison

WHEN:

Friday, November 15: 9-5pm

Saturday, November 16: 8-12pm

WHY:

Center educator perspectives and knowledge 
in research processes; bridge research-

practice divide for rural schools; deepen and 
sustain engagement with rural educators

&

Bring positive, asset-based attention to rural 
schools at UW-Madison

3rd Annual 

Teacher 
Speakout!



Equity and Diversity



Outreach



School Districts with Various Levels of 
Engagement



Speaker Series



Vision for Expanded Activities in Rural 
Education Throughout Wisconsin

• Establish research-community partnerships

• Enhance statewide networks

• Promote joint preparation and training activities

• Build interconnected (home-school-community) services

• Advance equitable school and community systems



Vision for Expanded Activities in Rural 
Education Throughout Wisconsin

• What is your vision for rural education in Wisconsin?

• How can RERIC help promote your vision through research, 
implementation, and policy?



Feedback and Communication

RuralEducation@wcer.wisc.edu

Andy Garbacz, PhD
sgarbacz@wisc.edu
Associate Professor, Department of Educational Psychology
School Psychology Program

Craig A. Albers, PhD
craig.albers@wisc.edu
Associate Professor, Department of Educational Psychology
Chair, Prevention & Intervention Sciences Training Program
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