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FY 1995 School Programs section Policy Memorandum #1:

Procurement of A La Carte and Competitive Foods

State Directors

Child Nutrition Programs

The National School Lunch Program (NSLP) regulations provide at 7 CFR 210.21(a) for State agencies and School Food Authorities (SFA's) to comply with the Federal procurement rules found in 7 CFR part 3015 when procuring supplies, food, equipment and other services with Program funds.  It is important for SFA'S, especially, to recognize the scope of this responsibility with regard to their service of a la carte food items and competitive foods.

NSLP reimbursement is a major component of the SFA's nonprofit school food service account.  If the SFA uses its nonprofit school food service account to procure competitive foods or a la carte food items, then it is using Federal funds for this purpose and must follow the applicable Federal procurement rules.

Competitive foods are often sold to students from vending machines located at various places in the school.  If funds from the nonprofit food service account or other Federal funds are involved in the purchase, rental or servicing of these vending machines, then the applicable Federal procurement rules must be followed.

In addition, if Federally donated commodities are used in making some of the a la carte food items or competitive foods, the applicable Federal procurement rules must be observed when procuring those particular items or foods.

On the other hand, the Federal procurement rules do not apply to any procurements that do not involve any Federal funds.  SFA's may therefore want to separately account for non-Federal funds that are used in procurements of a la carte food items and competitive foods.

Please make your SFA's aware of this clarification of 210.21(a). If you have any questions, you may call our School Programs staff.

Signed by Theresa E. Bowman

THERESA E. BOWMAN

Regional Director

Child Nutrition Programs
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