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Date:
August 2015

To:
School Food Authorities (SFAs) Participating in the Wisconsin USDA Foods Program

From:
Laura Sime and Lynne Slack


School Nutrition Team, USDA Foods Section

Subject:
Back-to-School Packet

Enclosed is the School Year (SY) 2015-16 “Back-to-School” Packet for the Wisconsin USDA Foods Program.

The following items are included:

1. Policy and Procedures for the Wisconsin USDA Foods Program

2. Delivery Service and Receiving Procedures Frequently Asked Questions

3. SY 2015-16 Product Updates

There will be no change in the handling charge rates for SY 2015-16. Therefore, the handling charge rates for SY 2015-16 will be: 

	FEE CATEGORIES
	HANDLING PER GROSS WEIGHT POUND (LB.)

	Administrative Fee
	$.010/LB.

	Storage Fee
	$.0147/LB.

	Delivery Fee (if using state-contracted delivery system)
	$.0281/LB.


A copy of the Wisconsin USDA Foods Handling Charge Fees Fact Sheet is also available on the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction (DPI) website at http://dpi.wi.gov/school-nutrition/usda/financial.

The Wisconsin Task Force on USDA Foods (WiTF) understands and recognizes the importance of providing nutritionally balanced and tasteful USDA Foods in school nutrition programs. Therefore, the WiTF, since SY 2012-13, has established nutrition standards for individual products made available through the Wisconsin USDA Foods Program. These nutrition standards are followed for all state-processed USDA Foods and brown-box USDA Foods made available to Wisconsin SFAs.

The SY 2015-16 WiTF nutrition standards are available on the DPI website at
http://dpi.wi.gov/school-nutrition/usda/task-force.
In addition, the following items have been updated for SY 2015-16 and are available on the DPI website at http://dpi.wi.gov/school-nutrition/usda: 

1. SY 2015-16 State-Processed USDA Foods Fact Sheets

2. SY 2015-16 Cost Analysis

3. SY 2015-16 Entitlement Value of USDA and Wisconsin State-Processed USDA Foods 

4. Wisconsin State-Processed USDA Foods Meal Pattern Contribution Guide

5. USDA Foods Distribution: Frequently Asked Questions

6. USDA Foods Hold and Recall Procedure for Wisconsin Recipient Agencies

7. SY 2015-16 State-Processed USDA Foods – Fat and Sodium Content

8. USDA Foods Program Timelines (Calendar) for Schools

Also, the most current version of the Online Instructions – School Lunch Program is available on the DPI website at http://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/school-nutrition/doc/commodityorderinst.doc.

As previously mentioned in prior correspondence, DPI will be offering an additional SY 2015-16 USDA Foods ordering opportunity. The ordering period for this will be from Friday, September 11, 2015, through Wednesday, September 23, 2015. Specific details regarding this additional SY 2015-16 ordering opportunity will be sent out under separate cover letter and instructions.
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