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Date:    
February 29, 2016
To:

District Administrators, Private School Administrators, and Food Service Directors
From:

Julie Cox, RDN, CD



Assistant Director-School Nutrition Team

Subject:
Announcing: Grant Opportunity for the Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program (Available to Elementary Schools with 50 percent or Higher Free/Reduced Rate)

Grant Application Period: February 29 – April 11, 2016
The Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program (FFVP) application for the 2016-2017 school year is now available online at http://dpi.wi.gov/school-nutrition/ffvp. The purpose of the program is to increase elementary students’ fresh fruit and vegetable consumption and impact their present and future health. Recipients of the grant must agree to offer free fresh fruits and vegetables to all enrolled students during the school day, a minimum of two days per week, and at a time other than meal service periods. Based on U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) regulations, schools must begin serving the FFVP snacks at the beginning of the new school year. Schools are encouraged to work with their school food service administrator to manage this program. The program should be structured so that maximum benefits go to children. 
Section 19 of the National School Lunch Act requires that schools with the highest free and reduced-price enrollment be given priority for participation in the FFVP. The Department of Public Instruction (DPI) will review and award schools based on the percentage of students certified as eligible for free and reduced price benefits. This key selection criterion will ensure that the FFVP benefits low-income children who generally have fewer opportunities to consume fresh fruits and vegetables on a regular basis. The level of funding provided to any one school depends on the demographics of schools selected to participate in the program. Multiple schools from a district may apply, although not all are guaranteed to be chosen. Each school interested in participating in the FFVP is required to submit an application.
Schools will be selected by DPI based on guidance and criteria from USDA. Section 19(d) of the National School Lunch Act states the selection criteria for schools to participate in this program include:

· Schools must operate the National School Lunch Program.

· Schools must have 50 percent or more of its students eligible for free/reduced price meals.

· Schools implementing the Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) will use their individual school’s Identified Student Percentage (ISP) multiplied by 1.6. This number is an estimate of the percentage of students eligible for free and reduced price meals within that one CEP school. The most recently approved school ISP should be used.

· Higher priority will be given to schools with the highest percentage of low-income students.

· Schools must be elementary schools or have the ability to separate out elementary students in a K-12 program.

· Schools must complete an annual FFVP application.
Pending the receipt of grant funds, the grant will be awarded in two allocations: July 1 – September 30, 2016 and October 1, 2016 – June 30, 2017. Participating schools are required to complete a budget for each allocation period and submit monthly claims for reimbursement of expenses. The majority of funds should be used for the purchase of fresh fruits and vegetables. Operating funds may be used for expenses such as value added purchases and salary and benefits for employees performing tasks related to the preparation and distribution of fruits and vegetables. Ten percent of the total grant award may be used for administrative expenses.
Applications for the FFVP grant must provide the following:

· A plan for implementation and operation of the program that includes a partnership with one or more entities that provide non-federal resources (including entities representing the fruit and vegetable industry) for the acquisition, handling, promotion, or distribution of fresh fruits and vegetables; or other support that contributes to the purposes of the program, such as nutrition education.
· A certification of support signed by the school food service manager, the school principal, and the district superintendent or equivalent positions as determined by the school.
· A show of a continuing emphasis on student health and wellness.
For additional information and available resources for the FFVP, please visit our website at http://dpi.wi.gov/school-nutrition/ffvp. This web page includes a link to the USDA FFVP Handbook, a link to the grant application, and instructions. Please review the application instructions, fill out the application electronically, print a copy of the signature page, and have it signed by the appropriate staff members. Once signed, scan the signature page and upload it to the application site to complete the application. Paper applications will not be accepted. 
The application period will close April 11, 2016. Applications will not be accepted after that date. 
Questions regarding this funding opportunity can be directed to:
Kathy Clark, MS, RDN, CD



Cindy Loechler, MS, RDN, CD, SNS
Public Health Nutritionist



Public Health Nutritionist
(608) 266-5197




(608) 266-5185
kathy.clark@dpi.wi.gov



cynthia.loechler@dpi.wi.gov 
PO Box 7841, Madison, WI 53707-7841 ( 125 South Webster Street, Madison, WI 53703

(608) 266-3390 ( (800) 441-4563 toll free ( dpi.wi.gov
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