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TO:

Regional Directors



Local Agent Health Departments



Attn:  Environmental Health Specialists
FROM:
James Kaplanek, R.S.  Interim Chief



Food Safety and Recreational licensing


Bureau of Environmental Health

SUBJECT:
Re: Processing and Consumption of Wild Game Animals at Public Schools
In the past three months, our agency has received two complaints about the processing, preparation, storage and service of Wild Game Animals at a Wisconsin high school.  A wild game meal consisting of a variety of wild uninspected game foods from different sources had been prepared and served to 75 faculty and students.  Also wild game animal sausage was processed at the school and served at the same time to faculty and students.

The Wisconsin Food Code clearly prohibits game animals served or sold to the general public.

1. Students and faculty in public schools are considered under the umbrella of "The Public" and are not exempt from Federal law, Wisconsin statute or applicable Wisconsin administrative codes.  

2. Game animals represent an uninspected food source, so the wholesomeness that the public assumes in a public school setting cannot be guaranteed.  

3. According to the Wisconsin Food Code: "Wild game animals may be available as a source of food only if a regulatory inspection program is in place to ensure that wild animal products are safe.  This is important because wild animals may be carriers of viruses, rickettsiae, bacteria, and parasites that cause illness, (zoonoses) in humans.
4. The Wisconsin Food Code is clear that games animals shall not be served to the general public, unless the event is clearly considered a private event.  Certainly a school setting is not considered a private event and most children’s parents are under the assumption that the food eaten by their children is from a licensed and inspected source.  The following section is taken from the Wisconsin Food Code.  Food sold or served to the general public falls under the prevue of the Department of Health and Family Services.

3-201.17
Game Animals.C  

(A) Except as specified in ¶ ¶ (B) and (C), game animals may not be received for processing, sale and/or service for consumption by the general public in a food establishment
(B)  Wild game animals may be served in a food establishment or other approved facility provided that the following conditions are met:

(1)  Wild game animals are legally taken.

(2)  A permit from the department of natural resources is obtained for serving wild game animals.  Section 29.541, Stats., allows the department of natural resources to issue permits to serve lawfully taken and possessed wild game to guests at restaurants, clubs, hotels, boarding houses and taverns.

(a) A permit will not be issued where the principal purpose is to provide a profit for an individual or any operator of a tavern or food facility. The department of natural resource permits are required for serving of game by civic clubs, sportsmen’s clubs, churches and other organizations of similar purpose and where any proceeds that may accrue for such serving are used for a recognized public service.

(b) Permits may be issued for serving private parties where the applicant, because of the number of guests or other justifiable reasons, desires to serve game at a public location.  It must be clearly established that the party will be strictly private.

(c) After the department of natural resources approval, the department of health and family services, department of agriculture, trade and consumer protection or its authorized agent will review the application.

(3)  The food establishment is closed to the general public during the service of wild game animals.  The food establishment cannot operate the regular food service unless two or more separate and independent kitchens are available within the establishment.

(4) All wild game is to be completely separated from regular food while stored at the facility in coolers, freezers, etc., and marked plainly with content of package.

(5)  Food establishments without separate facilities shall effectively clean and sanitize all food-contact surfaces used to prepare, store and serve wild game animals prior to resuming regular operations. 

(6)  Notice is made to persons attending the meal that the wild game animal is not from an approved source.  Notice is made to the public with any advertisement used, and, notice is posted at the door of the establishment where patrons will enter advising them that some or all of the wild game being served has been donated.  It will further advise that these meats may not have been inspected or processed at an approved facility.

(7)  No wild game animal may be brought into a food establishment with the hide or feathers attached, and without prior evisceration.

(8)  Wild game animal meat is cooked to an internal temperature as specified in § 3-401.11.

(9) All food must be prepared in the facility from the raw state on the day of the event.  An exception is for processed foods (jerky, venison sausage, etc.), which must have been processed at a licensed food establishment.  No food may be prepared in an individual’s home and brought to the establishment to heat and serve.

(C) If game animals are received for sale or service they shall be:

(1) Commercially raised for food and:

(a) Raised, slaughtered, and processed under a voluntary inspection program that is conducted by the agency that has animal health jurisdiction, or

(b) Under a routine inspection program conducted by a regulatory agency other than the agency that has animal health jurisdiction, and

(c) Raised, slaughtered, and processed according to:

(i) Laws governing meat and poultry as determined by the agency that has animal health jurisdiction and the agency that conducts the inspection program, and

(ii) Requirements which are developed by the agency that has animal health jurisdiction and the agency that conducts the inspection program with consideration of factors such as the need for antemortem and postmortem examination by an approved veterinarian or veterinarian’s designee;

(2) Under a voluntary inspection program administered by the USDA or Wisconsin Meat Inspection Bureau for game animals such as exotic animals (reindeer, elk, deer, antelope, water buffalo, or bison) that are “inspected and approved” in accordance with 9 CFR 352 Exotic Animals, Voluntary Inspection and ch. ATCP 55 Meat and Meat Food Products or rabbits that are processed and slaughtered at a licensed processing plant;

(D) A game animal may not be received for sale or service if it is a species of wildlife that is listed in 50 CFR 17 Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants.  

Unless a specific event is considered private and the above rules are adhered to, no game animals may be served or sold in a public school setting, during school hours or to members of the general public. 
Sincerely,

James H. Kaplanek
Interim Section Chief/Food Safety Program Manager

Food Safety and Recreational Licensing

Bureau of Environmental and Occupational Health

Division of Public Health 

Wisconsin.gov

[image: image2.png]


[image: image3.png]


