Pre-Packaged Commercially Purchased Meals
It has come to our attention that there are pre-packaged, shelf-stable meals being marketed to schools for use in the lunch, breakfast, and snack programs. Even though they are marketed for this purpose they do not always meet USDA regulations for our programs. Before purchasing any meals for reimbursable meal service, check carefully that meals follow the component regulations for the program you will be using them for and remember the following points:

1. Meat & poultry sticks/snacks (such as meat sticks and jerky) do not qualify to contribute to the meat/meat alternate (m/ma) component for any meal served under Child Nutrition Programs (CNP).

2. Non-creditable food items such as meat sticks/snacks may be included in prepackaged meals as extra non-contributing items in addition to the actual food contributing to the meat/meat alternate meal requirement. 

3. Cookies do not qualify to contribute toward the grains/breads component for the School Breakfast Program or in the Traditional Food-based Menu Planning option for lunch.

4. Fruit Twists and Fruit Bites, snack-type foods made from vegetables and/or fruits, do not qualify to meet the vegetable/fruit requirements in any meal served under CNP and may not be served as part of a reimbursable meal. See page 2-4 of the Food Buying Guide for Child Nutrition Programs (FBG).

5. Fruit Twists and Fruit Bites are potentially categorized in the Jellies and Gums section of the Certain Candies category of Foods of Minimal Nutritional Value (FMNV) depending on the ingredients in the ingredient declaration.  A copy of the actual product carton with the ingredient declaration is needed to determine if these snacks are FMNV.  FMNV are prohibited by the Competitive Food Services Regulation, sections 210.11, 220.12, and Appendix B of Parts 210 and 220, and may not be served as part of a reimbursable meal. Refer to USDA Guidance Memo SP 09-2011.

6. The meat/meat alternate (m/ma) for lunch or supper must be in the main dish or in the main dish and only one other item.  See FBG page 1-1.

If you have any questions about pre-packaged meals in your inventory, or if you are considering purchasing these meals for your programs, please contact one of the School Nutrition Program Consultants. You may find contact information at www.dpi.wi.gov/fns/directory.html.
