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School Nutrition Programs

In the 2004-2005 school year, an average of 536,742                              

Wisconsin children received lunch daily through

the National School Lunch Program.  Every day another 71,594 students received a nutritious breakfast through the School Breakfast Program.  Last year school breakfast participation increased 7 % over the previous year.  In addition, some Wisconsin schools also offer the After School Snack Program, Special Milk Program, and Summer Food Service Program for Children.  

Who eats school meals?

Typically, the majority of school breakfasts are served to needy children.  However, 61% of lunches are served to paying students.  A school breakfast and lunch provide over half the energy and nutrients a child needs each day.
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School Meal Funding 

Federal reimbursement for breakfast and lunch meals served in the state have increased 3 – 4% annually.  State match funding for lunches has remained constant over the years.  Breakfast participation in the state has jumped substantially the past two years. As a result, Wisconsin schools have received more federal breakfast monies each year.  In 2000-2001 school year, Wisconsin started reimbursing schools $.10 for each breakfast served.  This state support and the Kohl Breakfast grant funds have helped to raise breakfast program availability.
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However, federal and state funding levels have not kept pace with the increased costs associated with delivering school meal programs.  Last year’s average public school per lunch income was $2.14 and expenses were $2.26. School nutrition programs often resort to the sale of ala carte food items to raise extra revenue to subsidize the lunch and breakfast programs.  Those districts which choose to limit ala carte sales are increasingly finding it necessary to transfer monies from their general school fund into their foodservice account to make up the deficit.  In the 2004-2005 school year 149 of 417 public school districts (36 % of those with a NSLP) transferred 6 million dollars into their foodservice accounts.                                                               
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Commodity Food Distribution Program

The United States Department of Agriculture

(USDA) offers donated foods to states through

the National School Lunch Program and 

Emergency Food Assistance Agencies.  The value 

of commodities contributes approximately 20% of 

a typical lunch program’s food budget.

Data compiled by SNA of WI with information supplied by Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction, February 2006.
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