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To:	Authorized Representatives of School Food Authorities (SFAs) Participating in the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Child Nutrition Programs

From:		Jessica Sharkus
		Director-School Nutrition Team

Subject:	Announcing: USDA Professional Standards Grant: Goal Oriented Achievement Learning skills (GOALs)

The Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction (DPI) School Nutrition Team (SNT) is pleased to announce that we were awarded $149,853 over a two year period to support implementation of USDA’s new national Professional Standards regulations for all school nutrition professionals who manage and operate the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) and School Breakfast Programs (SBP). Grant funds were made available by USDA to help state agencies develop and implement trainings that satisfy the requirements of the Professional Standards rule. A key component of the rule, establishing minimum education and training requirements, ensures that school nutrition personnel have the knowledge and skills necessary to effectively perform their duties and responsibilities.  
The 2015 SNT Professional Standards Training grant proposal includes the expansion of current training and resource development and introduces three new training initiatives; including 1) GOALs, a tiered system of learning for directors, managers and other staff, 2) Spanish First, an initiative to provide additional training and resources in the Spanish language, and 3) The Team Up for School Nutrition Success mentoring workshop which partners experienced school nutrition directors with less experienced directors. The new initiatives will greatly increase opportunities for school nutrition professionals to obtain the quality training they need to ensure the success of their programs and the health of their students.   

These three new initiatives will support school nutrition staff in meeting Professional Standards Training requirements. 

1. Goal Oriented Achievement Learning skills (GOALs) 
GOALs will enhance current training opportunities to meet USDA’s Professional Standards objectives and recognize nutrition employees that demonstrate competency in the knowledge and skill sets specific to their job description. GOALs will provide school nutrition professionals with resources for obtaining the continuing education units (CEUs) they need to meet USDA Professional Standards regulations while improving their child nutrition program knowledge and skill set in the area of school nutrition. GOALs will address each of the learning codes recognized by USDA as critical learning objectives for school nutrition professionals and are based on the School Nutrition Association’s (SNA’s) Keys to Excellence. GOALs will also provide the opportunity for anyone working in the field of school nutrition to earn a DPI GOALs Certificate of Excellence. Through GOALs, we are working on the following:
   
· A GOALs webpage (available spring 2016) will provide training resources and online tracking tools to document annual training. 
· Free or low cost training opportunities for school nutrition professionals to obtain the training they need through a variety of venues including face to face training such as DPI school nutrition summer development courses (SNSDC), Small Victories and Great Beginnings sessions, food safety training opportunities, online webinars from DPI, USDA, the Institute of Child Nutrition (ICN), the SNA, and credited course work through local universities and technical colleges.  
· A GOALs Certificate of Excellence, awarded to directors, managers, and other staff members for those staff members that complete extensive training in each of the key learning areas. Directors, managers, and other nutrition staff will be eligible for a certificate after completing training in all topics specific to their job responsibilities. The GOALs Certificate of Excellence will also provide assurance to school administrators that employees or potential hires have received extensive training hours in specific topic areas to qualify them for employment in the field of school nutrition.
 
2. Spanish First
The DPI will partner with local agencies, such as Centro Hispano, to provide training opportunities in Spanish including SNSDC courses, related webinars, workshops, and print materials in efforts to provide expanded learning to a higher number of school nutrition professionals throughout the state. 

3. Team Up for School Nutrition Success
In partnership with ICN and USDA, DPI will host a Team Up for Nutrition Success workshop, August 8-10, 2016, in Stevens Point. Team Up workshops provide school nutrition personnel tailored technical assistance and peer to peer mentoring, allowing schools to address their individual resource and training needs. The workshop covers topics like menu planning, financial management, procurement, meal presentation and appeal, as well as youth engagement tactics and strategies to reduce plate waste. Participants will have the opportunity to learn from each other in order to make positive strides toward providing healthy school environments with financial stability and strong student participation. 

School nutrition professionals are encouraged to attend training sessions on GOALs and professional standards this summer as part of DPI’s annual SNSDC. For more information on the Professional Standards grant or the grant initiatives, please contact Loriann Knapton at: loriann.knapton@dpi.wi.gov or phone at: (608) 266-1046.   
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