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	State of Wisconsin

Department of Public Instruction

Elizabeth Burmaster, State Superintendent





Date:

October 25, 2005

To:  
District Administrators, Homeless Liaisons, Title I Coordinators, ESEA Coordinators, and Authorized Representatives of School Nutrition Programs
From:
 
Rich Mortensen, Director



School Nutrition Team



Maxine Hough, Director



Title 1 Program, Successful Schools Team

Subject:
Update about Free Meals for Homeless and Migrant Students

Congress reauthorized Section 107 of the Child Nutrition and WIC Reauthorization Act of 2004 to make runaway, homeless, and migrant children categorically eligible for free meal benefits under the National School Lunch and School Breakfast Programs.  In addition to establishing free meal eligibility, the Act also established a requirement for documenting a child’s status as runaway, homeless, or migratory.  US Department of Agriculture (USDA) policy number 04-24 implements these changes. 
Each district’s nutrition director may therefore be receiving two lists of students eligible for free meals:
1) one list from the homeless liaison, and 2) one list from the district Migrant Education Program Coordinator.  Completion of a free and reduced price meal application is not necessary for these students.

Homeless and Runaway Children and Youth

The district homeless liaison follows the same procedures already established by the USDA to obtain immediate free school meals for homeless children, youth, and runaway youth.  The district homeless liaison prepares a list of students identified as being homeless, writes the date that free meal services should begin, the dates services will end (if known), signs the list, and gives it to the district’s nutrition director. The only change in the July 1, 2004 reauthorization policy regarding runaway youth is the emphasis on coordination of services for runaway youth between school districts and Runaway and Homeless Youth Service providers.  The liaison’s list of homeless students is acceptable in lieu of a free and reduced price meal application.  Please see http://fns.dpi.wi.gov/files/fns/pdf/gm_nslp_04_33.pdf  for additional information. 

Migrant Students  
USDA policy number 04-29 states that the documentation of migrant status is necessary to substantiate free meal eligibility.  This documentation consists of a dated list with each child’s name and the signatures of the school district’s Migrant Education Program (MEP) Coordinator, or where appropriate, the state MEP Coordinator.  Once a migrant student has been established for free school nutritional program services, the district must notify the student’s household as soon as possible about the child’s free meal eligibility.  This documentation by the MEP Coordinator is acceptable in lieu of a free and reduced price meal application.   Authorization for the MEP meal eligibility list must be completed on an annual basis. 
It is important that newly arrived migrant children in the district be documented and certified for free meals as soon as possible. Please see http://fns.dpi.wi.gov/files/fns/pdf/gm_nslp_04_29.pdf  for additional information. 
Please contact Rich Mortensen, richard.mortensen@dpi.state.wi.us, (608) 267-9121, School Nutrition Team; Myrna Toney, myrna.toney@dpi.state.wi.us, (608) 266-2690, Migrant Education Program; or Mary Maronek, mary.maronek@dpi.state.wi.us, (608) 261-6322, Education for Homeless Children and Youth (EHCY) Program for additional information about free school meals for homeless and migrant students.    
	Mailing Address: P.O. Box 7841, Madison, WI  53707-7841 ( Street Address: 125 South Webster Street, Madison, WI 53702

Telephone: (608) 266-3390 ( Toll Free: (800) 441-4563 ( FAX: (608) 267-1052 ( TDD: (608) 267-2427

Internet Address: www.dpi.state.wi.us
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