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Celebrating Wellness Success

It is very important to celebrate your school wellness accomplishments with the broader school community.  School wellness committees can organize activities to engage students, staff, administration, and the community.  Publicize your wellness activities and successes through various virtual channels (e.g., school website, email, Facebook, Twitter) and more traditional media channels (e.g., mailings, newspaper, radio).

You also may choose to celebrate your wellness success through a state or national program.  A variety of recognition programs are available to schools at no charge.  Some of the programs can even provide your school with national recognition of your wellness efforts, resources to publicize your success, and financial awards.  

· HealthierUS School Challenge (HUSSC) – The United States Department of Agriculture offers the HUSSC as a voluntary certification initiative that recognizes schools that have created healthier school environments through promotion of nutrition and physical activity.  Schools may seek certification at one of four levels.  Schools that achieve certification receive a HUSSC banner and plaque, national recognition, and a monetary award ranging from $500-$2,000.
· Healthy Schools Program Award – The Alliance for a Healthier Generation offers three levels of recognition to schools who meet their benchmarks for school wellness. Award winners get to enjoy a promotional package of materials that show off their school’s success as well as additional marketing efforts from their team to promote their school’s story through local and national media.  

· Wisconsin School Health Award – The State Superintendent supports the Wisconsin School Health Award as a way to recognize and celebrate schools with policies, programs, and infrastructure to support and promote healthy eating; physical activity; parental and community involvement; and staff wellness. The goal of this award is to motivate and empower Wisconsin schools as they create and maintain healthy school environments.
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